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President’s Message
July has been a busy month of diving for the club and club members.
At the time of writing this column, we had nine scheduled dives on the
calendar – ranging from Redondo and Three Tree Point in the south,
Alki Junkyard in Seattle and Edmonds, Mukilteo and even up to
Anacortes on the north side. That’s more than 2 dives a week. Thank
you to the dive hosts and divers! You make this club the active and
exciting community that it is.
Several dives were twilight and evening dives to take advantage of our long, sunny, and
warm late-summer days. If you are new to diving try a night dive before the weather and
daylight closes in. At this time of year we have the most magical bioluminescence! Resting
underwater with your light off or turned inward and waving your hands around creates
massive showers of sparkles – like a billowing cloud of stars. Have any of our photographer
members been able to capture this? If so send your photo(s) to Joyce Merkel to include in an
upcoming newsletter!
Speaking of evening dives - the 9th annual Moonlight Beach Adventure at Edmonds was held
on August 26. A large contingent of Marker Buoy members supported this popular community activity sponsored by the Edmonds Beach Ranger Science Program. More details and
photos await your perusal within the pages of this issue.
On another note entirely - Do you know how to tell the difference between a Giant pacific
octopus and a Pacific red octopus? When they’re adult, it’s easy. But with juveniles it’s not
so straightforward. An expert from the Seattle Aquarium is coming to share information
about the Giant Pacific Octopus at our September 6 th club meeting. It is very timely as the
17th Annual Seattle Aquarium Octopus Census is being held from October 7 – 15th. Learn
how you can participate in this unique event at the meeting or at
http://www.seattleaquarium.org/octopus-census.
Speaking of events - Club events are an important and fun benefit of your membership and
an opportunity to include non-diving family and friends to enjoy food, fun and festivities. I
hope to see you at our September 24 barbecue/picnic and dive at the Mukilteo Lighthouse
Park. Watch the Meetup site for further details.
And finally a Dive Planning Party is coming up on September 30. Come hang out, relax and
share good times and food with fellow members. If you’re new to dive planning in the PNW,
plenty of seasoned dive hosts will be there and happy to share the “nuts & bolts” of
scheduling on using Meetup and tide & current resources to plan the best sites and times for
a dive. Or just come and hang out!

Wishing you safe and fun diving!

Myra Wisotzky
President
Marker Buoy Dive Club

Cover Photo
Taken by: Myra Wisotzky
Subject and Location: Decorated Warbonnet taken July 30, 2017 at Saltwater State Park
Camera data: Canon G16 in Fantasea FG16 housing; ISO 80, f8, 1/160
Strobes: Sea & Sea YS-01 and Sea & Sea YS-D2
This shy but curious little critter was tucked away inside a cylindrical opening on one of the
horizontal concrete pilings in the middle reef at Saltwater State Park.

New Members
Joyce Gomez

Michael McGoldrick

Bob Mooney

Ron Richardson

Cory Roche

Charles William Stone

Sara Szabo

Ryan Worrell

Garron Billick

Welcome to the Club! You’ve joined one of the most active and social dive clubs in the region.
As you can tell from Meetup we have a steady stream of activities going on for divers of all
experience and skill levels. You are also invited to attend the monthly club meeting. The
meeting is a great opportunity to meet club members in person, hear from interesting speakers,
and get into the swing of things. Details are on the Meetup site.
First time dive hosts will receive a 5 fill air card from Lighthouse Dive Center.
• If you get 6 Club members to attend you will also earn a 10 fill card from the dive shop of your
choice.
•

That’s almost $100 for very little work, but lots of fun. Everybody wins!

August Monthly Meeting
September 6, 2017
Sunset Hill Community Center
Speaker this month will be Tim Carpenter,
Curator of Fish and Invertebrates, from the
Seattle Aquarium. He will be talking
about the annual Giant Pacific Octopus
Count and more.
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Upcoming Club Events
Dive and Social at Mukilteo Lighthouse Park
September 24,2017 Starting at 10:00am
Dive, hang out and socialize. We've reserved the large
picnic shelter with 4 grills and tables. There are clay
walls just off the beach for diving.
Great picnic spot. Bring the whole family. Enjoy the
beach and the company.

Dive Planning/ Social Party!!
September 30, 2017 at 5:00p
20917 118th Place Southeast, Kent, WA
Steve Kalilimoku’s House
Mark your calendar for the Dive Planning and Socializing Club Party from 5 to 8pm.
This is open to all club members and their significant other. This will give your significant other an opportunity to mingle with those people that you spend so much time
with. My wife Shahla and I are looking forward to meeting your partner.
This is a Potluck and a BYOB function. Soda, water, utensils, paper plates and gas grill
will all be available for a nominal fee, "just kidding on the fee".
Bring your laptop to input your dives or just to go to the websites that members are
using to determine current and best splash times.
For our new members, this will give you more opportunities to learn and ask questions regarding how to host a dive, equipment we use and why, understanding
current and tides, different local dive sites, local boat or international
dives charters. It's your chance to learn and become a better and safer diver.
Mahalo, Steve
5
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MBDC’s Role in Octopus Count
Check out the map on the previous page to see dives sites that are included in the survey.
Any of these sites can be included. In addition our club has been specifically asked to be
sure to schedule dives for Day Island. So expect some dives to show up on our Meetup
calendar for that purpose.
Next month’s newsletter will have more information about where to find survey forms and as
well as where to file them.

Giant Pacific Octopus vs Red Octopus
Its easy to tell an adult Giant Pacific Octopus (GPO) from an adult Red Octopus. But when
they’re young? Not so simple.
A mature Red Octopus weighs 1.5 pounds at the most and has an arm span of up to 20
inches. A mature Giant Pacific Octopus, on the other hand, might weigh up to 150 pounds
(90 pounds is the average) with an arm span of up to 20 feet! Juveniles of both species,
however look remarkably similar. Fortunately, there are ways to tell the two apart.

Giant Pacific Octopus
•
•
•

Red Octopus

No ‘eyelashes’ under eye
Body papillae are flat and paddle-like with
longitudinal wrinkles along the mantel
1 white spot centrally located in front of
eyes

•
•
•

3 ‘eyelashes’ under each eye
Body papillae are pointed and
cylindrical
2 white spots in front of eyes

Closeup of the 3 eyelashes
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Highlights From Edmonds
Moonlight Beach Adventure
This year’s event was held Saturday, August 26th at the usual location of Edmonds
Marina Park. It’s the 9th year for this event and the Marker Buoys have been an
essential part from the beginning. The event is conducted by the Edmond’s Beach Ranger
Science Program. It has to be one of the most fun things the club does all year.

Each year the club contributes divers who collect critters from the waters directly in front of
the beach. Divers bring the animals up and put them in a series of wading pools where
children, their parents and any one else can take a first hand look. There are naturalists at
each pool to help explain what people are seeing. Marker Buoy volunteers not only dive
but many are needed to do various types of shore support as well.
Several years ago our very own Marker Buoy, Randy Williams, started making this event
even more special by adding a live underwater program. It has been a huge hit. He puts on
a full face mask connected with a communication line to shore and carries a video camera
that also transmits back to shore. The camera’s image is projected on the front and back of
our club’s canopy as Randy narrates. The whole setup very effectively displays everything
that Randy is finding to a totally engrossed crowd. This year’s crowd was estimated to be
about 200 people. During Randy’s dive kids were encouraged to ask questions. And boy
were they eager. Randy was answering them non-stop throughout the dive.
Helping Randy underwater were Steve Kalilimoku, Dave Ballard, and Todd Olsen. They
took care of keeping the lines untangled. Carl Harrington was the surface wrangler of lines.
He didn’t get quite as wet. In addition there were many other divers and shore support people from the club. Over 17 volunteers in all. A special hats off to Randi Weinstein who did a
tremendous job of organizing all of us. Thanks to everyone who participated. It was an impressive job done by all. The rangers, the parents, and the children couldn’t stop saying
thank you.
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Olympic Coast and REEF
By Rhoda Green

Summer diving in the Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary was amazing! For four days, ten
divers from Canada through Oregon including three Marker Buoy members, Doug Miller,
Karin Fletcher and myself conducted surveys as members Reef Environmental Education
Foundation (REEF) NW Advance Assessment team.

Photo by Doug Miller

On board the Lu Juc Quest with captain Phil Jensen and
his steadfast deck hand, Steve Lock, we rode the swells for
8 glorious dives, feasting on dive adventures and hot
chocolate, and cookies, a lifestyle to truly savor. On our
first day out, we were expecting more wind which makes
for quite the roller coaster ride. Being forewarned many
took a tablet or two to keep their breakfast down.
Surprisingly, the wind shifted and was calm with just light
rollers. Just outside of Neah Bay, go figure, we spot our
first Sea Otter. Sea Otters have been considered extinct for
decades here in Washington due to trade of their highly
sought pelt. Being the thickest fur in the world it was quite
the boon to have a hat or muff from sea otter. In the last
two decades Seattle Aquarium has partnered with
California and Alaska reintroducing Sea Otters out on the
Washington Coast. Just this year over 250 Sea Otters
were surveyed off the coast of Washington. So it was a
wonderful treat to see this cute cuddly Sea Otter at home
living free at the mouth Neah Bay. Though only one, it’s a
glimmer of hope that we can make a positive difference in
their recovery.

Splash went my giant stride off the boat! Turning
around I give a tap on my head signaling the deck
hand all is ok. Meeting up with Don Gordon, my
ninja dive buddy by the giant kelp and we descend.
Ah I’m home once again in my alter marine world.
Down, through the clear waters of 40 plus feet visibility, the giant kelp guides us. This time I get to
count the Giant Kelp and the Bull Kelp in my survey. Giant Kelp is one of the fastest macro kelp in
the world. Its gas filled sacks buoy the stipes up to
the surface. Swaying with the waves, surge and
swells, the kelp defuses and eases the water’s
force created by the mighty Pacific Ocean. Beneath
and among the luxurious kelp canopy is a unique
environment resulting in a community of creatures
Photo by Doug Miller
that thrive together. Tropical waters mainly have
coral that are growing from the sea floor creating new sea floor of coral reefs. In comparison,
Giant Kelps can grow over 100 feet and provide an intense three dimensional world divers get to
experience, swimming in and weaving their way among. Here the kelp is our underwater forest.
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Fleeting fleeting creature of the kelp, jumping jumping from
blade to blade. Finally at rest and snap with a photo it’s the
pursed lips of a Manacle Sculpin. Top snails, limpets also found
crawling along the Giant Kelp and what looks like an odd speck
with a tail that catches my attention. Turns out to be a snailfish.
Photo by Doug Miller

As Don and I meander along in the seascapes on our
roving survey looking into crevices, we might find
young Deacon Rockfish. All around the boulders are
sprinkled with Orange Cup Coral. But that one little
orange critter looks different. Upon closer inspection,
we see it’s a baby Puget Sound King Crab.
Back topside on the boat our vantage point of the
Pacific coast is spectacular! The rugged weatherbeaten coast stands defiant. On top it’s covered with
lush evergreens while the coast edge is carved with
caverns, as the Pacific Ocean feeds off of the land.
Another area is a sheer cliff, as from a landslide
Photo by Doug Miller
displaying eons of history in sedimentary layers. Yet
stark bold landscape turn into seascape reef with solid igneous bedrock extruding out from the
earth’s crust. This place is truly a gem, one of nature’s finest designs. Joy is the remedy this
place gives me. I feel so fortunate to experience this beautiful place since it is protected as a
national sanctuary.
Captain Phil checks the current for another site that we usually dive. It should be slack and we
should see the kelp. But no kelp. Off we go to another site. Later, talking to another skipper
Captain Phil finds out this year the kelp is absent. Diving another site we descend on to
boulders and ledges that are covered with a 5
foot tall palm tree like kelp. Some areas are so
thick it’s like a carpet but other boulders are
mobbed with the color spectrum of sea
urchins including White Urchins. This explosion of urchins has devoured the yummy palm
tree kelp blades with only a few stump stipes
remaining. This invasion of urchins creating a
barren area suggested the cascade effect
caused by the lack of sea stars, mainly the
key predator the Sunflower Star. Sea Otters
are a keystone species which keep urchins
under control in California and Alaska but the
numbers here in Washington haven’t quite
expanded enough. Unfortunately, I did not
see any Sunflower Stars this year in the
Photo by Rhoda Green
Sanctuary. However, one of the advantages
of having a group of us doing roving surveys is we all want to go somewhere different and see
something different. In turn, our data shows more diversity and refined species amounts. At the
end of our dive we ascended into the clear blue waters and deployed a surface marker staying
together while drifting on our safety stop.
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Doug and Karin I saw a few times during our dives. Some dives it was just Don and me through
the whole dive. The Advance Assessment Team are divers who have completed at least 50
REEF surveys and have obtained the identification expertise skill of level 5. REEF, being a
volunteer citizen science organization, has established these bench marks to validate the
credibility of data collected by its divers. REEF data is use by scientists in various organizations
around the world including WDFW. In addition to the finite list of REEF invertebrates, Karin is
always on the hunt for the elusive opistobranch. REEF has now expanded to include the
Americas, Caribbean, Hawaii and South Pacific. REEF is a great way to find out what you saw
and opens the door to learning about that unique community where that animal lives. REEF
helps me quantify what I saw and sharpens my eye to the subtle differences and beauty.
Steve drops the ball and the float is still on the surface. It’s a go! Quickly, one by one we all shuffle to the stern, splash and descend down the line. The current is moderate and we could drift
with it along the reef and still see oodles of fish every were. However, Don decided to forage up
current. Being streamline really pays off. Schools of Blacks and Deacons, a smattering of big
China Rockfish came out to see us. A huge Wolfeel sticks his head out to be counted along with
another and another. Wow, the place was just swarming with fish. It is hard to pay attention to
small sessile life. Young Canary Rockfish, that’s counts 13 and 14. And wow, look at those
huge mama and papa Canaries bumping my count to 25, 26! Rockfish are rather unique, being
that they actually have intercourse, give live birth, and the older and bigger they are the more
babies they have. However, they play a hands down poker game as we can’t tell who is the male
and who is the female unless she is gravid. Some can even live to be over 100 years!

Photo by Rhoda Green

After 45 minutes into the current on the deep side of the reef, Don signaled me he has 1,000 psi.
We decided to go to the top of the reef so we can see more of the other side of the long finger
reef and drift with the current while getting in our safety stop. What an awesome idea! Ling Cod,
huge Cabezons perched on top, with more aggregate herds of rockfish almost swimming right
into us. Our safety stop almost complete and look it’s the buoy line with Doug and Karin! You
would have thought we planned it. What a high five dive!
Once again coming in to Neah Bay from our last dive was our good omen Sea Otter to bid us
farewell. We haven’t seen him since our first day out. Having the privilege to partake in this
year’s 17th annual OCNMS with a great group of marine enthusiasts, truly sated my summer. Returning home to our estuary Puget Sound waters, I have been renewed. I still appreciate and do
REEF surveys and enjoy the various dive sites be it a natural or artificial reef.
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Photo by Karin Fletcher

Karin Fletcher Photo by Doug Miller

Photo by Rhoda Green

Photo by Doug Miller
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Photo by Doug Miller

Photo by Rhoda Green

Photo by Rhoda Green

Photo by Rhoda Green

Redond-Oh!
By Bob Bailey
We all have our favorite places to dive … those places where we have dives so memorable we
can recall them years later. And then we have our local dives … those places where we go to
over and over again because they’re convenient. And every once in a while, the latter becomes
the former. Such was the case at my local mudhole – Redondo.
I met my dive buddy Michael at around 5:30 pm, and we hit the water about 6:15. Vis was its
usual crap down to about 50 feet, where it opened up to about 10-12 feet and got progressively
(slightly) better as we went deeper.
We found a small GPO in one of the rock piles I put down on the south side a few years ago. As
we proceeded down toward the bottle field I managed to startle a Dogfish that apparently didn't
realize I was nearby until I raised my camera to attempt a photo. I think the focus light got its
attention, because suddenly it accelerated straight at me, and in its haste to beat a retreat it
thumped right into me. I didn’t even have time to take a picture.
A few moments later, Michael roused a Giant Skate, maybe three feet across tip-to-tip, lazily
patrolling the bottle field. We swam with it for a couple minutes while I took pictures. I haven't
seen one of those in years, and thought it would be the highlight of the dive. I was mistaken.
We proceeded down deeper, crossing in front of the fishing pier at a depth of between 80 and 90
feet. We both had doubles and were planning to go deep and stay long. We hit a max depth of
about 100 feet, and then started working our way back shallower, planning to cross through the
north bottle field and hit the carousel boat. At around 80 feet, a Sixgill Shark … maybe 6 to 7 feet
in length … made a slow pass just a couple feet in front of us. I'd been shooting a picture of a
Grunt Sculpin when I noticed the much larger subject, and barely had time to get my camera up,
much less change settings, as it swam straight toward me. I took a quick shot and got the hell
out of its way as it swam between the two of us. Then it turned around and made another pass. I
hastily changed settings, pushed my strobes out as far as they'd go, and tried again. But of
course I had on the wrong lens ... luckily it was the zoom and not the macro … so I was able to
get at least a decent shot. But as I was taking pictures of the shark, I noticed a lure being jigged
a couple feet in front of my face, literally between me and the shark. Apparently, in chasing the
shark we’d managed to swim up to about 75 feet depth, which is close enough for the fishermen
on the dock to reach us. And they were letting us know that we were in their territory. So we had
to quit following the shark and move deeper before something bad happened.
Continuing north at a depth of 80-85 feet, we made it to the carousel boat, and began following
the rope upslope. I jigged off the line a bit to go check out the tires and found a bright orange
juvenile wolf eel living in one of them, so we stayed for a couple minutes before heading further
upslope.
We stopped by to visit with a Decorated Warbonnet at the north end of the big sewer pipe, and
then slowly made our way upslope at the MAST.
Altogether it was a 75-minute dive of pretty much non-stop cool stuff ... one of my better dives
recently. The best part is I didn’t need to go more than a couple miles from my home to have it.
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More Planks for a Strong Core
Last month you read about three great plank exercises for divers. Since there are so many
variations of “the plank”, this month, I would like to offer you a few more planks to try.
As divers, we need to have core strength. Three big reasons that come to mind are when lifting
your gear out of your car, putting on your gear, and when doing a fairly long surface swim.
Some people (sorry, but men, this refers mostly to you) tend to “muscle” their way through
things, using other muscles than core muscles. Having a strong core can really save your other
muscles and help you to be much more efficient at lifting, surface swimming, maneuvering
underwater, etc.
Why the plank?
When you think about one exercise that anyone can do almost anywhere, that strengthens the
abdominals and back muscles (especially deep stabilizers), the plank tops the list. I love the
plank also because you can really hone in on your breath, making it a very mind/body connected
exercise.
As I mentioned last month, there are three main things to focus on while doing a plank.
1. Maintain a neutral spine (don’t let your low back sag)
2. Keep your head in line with your spine (i.e. don’t hang your head)
3. Breathe (do not hold your breath)
Three More Great Planks
1. Leg Lift Plank

Start in your full plank, either on your hands or forearms.
Stabilize your body and lift one leg off the floor a few inches.
The target muscles to lift your leg are glutes and hamstrings.
Hold for 1-2 counts and switch legs. Switch sides and repeat
about 10x. You can incorporate your breath by exhaling to lift the
leg, inhale and set it down.
While this plank is best done from hands or forearms and feet, it
could be done from the knees by shifting your weight and lifting
one knee.

2. Rotating Plank
Start in any plank position and rotate onto one side. Turn
back toward the floor and rotate toward the other side.
This plank targets your obliques and low back.
You can choose to stagger your feet with the top foot forward, stack your feet (as shown here), or even put the bottom knee down as a modification. Avoid the urge to look
down at your feet. You know they are there! Keep your
head in line with your spine and look straight ahead when
you are facing the side.
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Repeat about 10x each side
3. Knee to Elbow Plank (a.k.a. Spiderman)
This is one of my favorite planks because it is
challenging and works your abs as well as
hips. Start in a plank position and alternately
bring one knee toward the same side elbow.
Switching off as you go, repeat about 10x
each side.
Stay at the same level with your hips as you
do the exercise. This can be done either on
your hands or forearms, but it is a more
advanced plank because you really can’t do it
from your knees.
I hope that you try these three plank variations, or, if you have done them in the past, you
refresh your fondness for them! Trust me, they are worth doing.

Sue Bream is an ACSM and ACE certified Personal Trainer, certified Pilates instructor, ACE certified Health Coach, as well as avid scuba diver. Questions? Email her at
sue@suebreamfitness.com.
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Shooting Gallery
Photos by Steve Kalilimoku
Camera: Olympus E-PM1
Lighting: I-Torch Venusian II
Settings: f4.5, 1/60, ISO 320
Location: 3 Tree Point North
Buddy: Rich Moore

Camera: Olympus E-PM1
Lighting: I-Torch Venusian II
Settings: f5.6, 1/40th sec, ISO 320
Location: Keystone
Buddy: John Downing

Camera: Olympus E-PM1
Lighting: I-Torch Venusian II
Settings: f4.5, 1/60, ISO 320
Location: 3 Tree Point North
Buddy: Rich Moore
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Photos by Joyce Merkel
Camera: Olympus EPL-1

Lighting: Single YS-D2 Sea&Sea strobe

Settings: f/14, 1/160, ISO 200, 39mm
Location: Redondo Beach

Camera:
Olympus EPL-1;
Lighting: Single YS-D2
Sea&Sea strobe
Settings: f/9, 1/160, ISO
200, 31mm
Location: Day Island
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Photos by Justin McClellan
Camera: Olympus Tough TG-4; PT-056
housing;
Lighting: Sola 800
Settings: f 6.3, 1/200, ISO 200,
100 mm
Location: Keystone Jetty

Camera: Olympus Tough TG-4;
PT-056 housing;
Lighting: Sola 800
Settings: f 4.2, 1/125, ISO 800
Location: 3 Tree Point North

Camera: Olympus Tough TG-4; PT056 housing;
Lighting: Sola 800 using red lighting
(low) and on +1.5 to get red
of red glare
Settings: f 4.5, 1/100, ISO-200
Location: 3 Tree Point North
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RAJA AMPAT, INDONESIA
February 8-18, 2018
10-Day Dive Trip Aboard The 100-foot Liveaboard Raja Ampat Aggressor

The Raja Ampat Islands host over 1200 species of fish, 600 species of coral and 669 species of mollusks of which
many are unique to the region. It's one of the top ten dive destinations in the world, a place not to miss.
THE DIVING-Big fish action, healthy and vibrant reefs, seamounts, sheer walls, caves, beautiful coral gardens and
unique macro critters.
THE ACCOMMODATIONS-One large Master stateroom with queen bed and picture window. Two Deluxe staterooms with lower queen bed and single upper bed and picture window.
Five Twin staterooms with offset two single beds and port holes or picture window. All have private
bathrooms and showers.

THE PRICE-Master: $5200pp -$850pp (discount) = $4300pp Deluxe or Twin: $4700pp $850pp (discount) = $3850pp
If we fill the boat, 16 passengers, we get two free spots, divided equally among all-this is an additional $250pp discount (free spots are figured at the lowest price cabin).
Single supplement is 65% of full price.
INCLUDED-Accommodations, all meals and snacks, transfers to and from the boat, LOCAL BEER AND WINE, tanks,
weights, weight belt and air refills, 4 dives daily including night dives
NOT INCLUDED-Airfare to Sorong, Indonesia, tips and gratuities, trip cancellation insurance (highly recommended),
dive insurance (required), last night's dinner, nitrox, port/park fees ($250pp), dive courses, gear rentals, village
tours and hotel stays.
GETTING THERE-Fly to Jakarta via Makassar to Sarong with Garuda Airlines.
Fly to Bali (Denpasar) on Singapore Airlines, Cathay Pacific, China Air, Eva Airways, Korean Airlines or Qatar Airways, then Garuda Airlines to Sarong.
Fly to Singapore via Manado to Sorong or Singapore via Makassar to Sorong.
RESERVE YOUR SPOT-Deposit of $150 pp is due now. Mail check made out to me, Judi Brooks, P.O. Box 6574,
Bellevue, Wa. 98008
Any questions, call 206-898-8835 or e-mail me: divegal100@comcast.net
Don't Delay. Cabin choice will depend on first come first paid deposit. Space still available.
Couple or single supplement needed for Master Suite.
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About Marker Buoys
The Marker Buoy Dive Club of Seattle meets at 7:00 PM, the first Wednesday of each month
(except July, which is our annual picnic) at the Sunset Hills Community Center, 3003 NW 66th St.
98117 in Ballard. The Marker Buoy Dive Club is one of the most active dive clubs in the Pacific
Northwest. Membership level is over 200. Our members include some that are new to diving or to
the Seattle area as well as those with over 1,000 dives in their log.
In addition to hosting many dives each month, monthly meetings are held at the Sunset Community Center in Ballard. Monthly meetings give members an opportunity to give reports on club dives
of the previous month, information on upcoming dives, and occasionally slide and video presentations of dives. A guest speaker related to scuba diving, the marine environment, or something of
interest to divers is featured every month. Club-sponsored activities include over 100 dives each
year, dive planning parties, an annual picnic, and an annual banquet.

General Club Policies
Diver’s Education

Weight Belt Replacement Policy

The club will reimburse members $15 for
successful
completion
of
advanced
certification courses that increases the member’s competency and safety. Limit of 3
reimbursements per club member per
calendar year.
Courses that qualify are
advanced diver, rescue diver, dive master,
instructor, nitrox, DAN O2 Provider, and initial
First
Aid
&
CPR
(non-renewal).
Reimbursement for other courses subject to
board approval. Just show proof of course
completion to David Riley, Treasurer, for your
reimbursement.

The club will reimburse any member who ditches
weights in what they consider an emergency
during any dive, anywhere. The reimbursement is
for replacement cost of all items ditched and not
recovered, up to a maximum of $150.

Meet Up/ Marker Buoys
Join our members only on-line web group!
Find a last-minute dive buddy, ride, or
directions to a dive, trip reports, as well as our
newsletters:
http://www.meetup.com/Marker-Buoy-Dive-Club/

Sponsor a Dive, Earn an Air Card
Dive hosts receive an Air Card good at local dive
shops when 6 Marker Buoy members participate
on the dive. The Club Oxygen Kit counts as a
buddy as long as one member of the party is O2
trained. Limit of 1 Air Card per club member per
calendar month. The club has two O2 kits currently with Fritz Merkel and Steve Kalilimoku.
To request an air card, complete the
“Dive Host Air Card Request Form” and submit it
to the Treasurer, Dave Riley.

Membership
Members must be a certified diver and 18 years
or older. Any certified diver under 18 is welcome
on club dives if a parent is a club member and
comes as their buddy.

Marker Buoy 2017 Board
President: Myra Wisotzky

Treasurer: Joan Hansen

Webmaster: Dave Ballard

Vice President: Steve Kalilimoku
Secretary: Justin McClellan

Programs: David Riley
Newsletter: Joyce Merkel

Event Director: Andrea Naert
Refreshments: Catherine Knowlson
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