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President’s Message
Is it September already? I don't know about you, but I've been bouncing from one thing to the
next and been watching the days click past wondering where all the time went. We had a few
really great events this past month that I'd like to bring some attention to.

The Summer Social was a huge success! Thank you everyone for coming out and braving the
intense summer heat, and those foolish brave souls who, like me, crawled into a drysuit and
headed into the water. We had a few newer divers in the club make the trek out, it was good
meeting all of you. I'd really like to especially thank everyone who made this event happen,
especially Andrea. You did an amazing job!

The annual Moon Light Beach Adventure in Edmonds was a lot of fun! Thank you for organizing
this once again, Randy. Special thanks to Gene and all the support divers and critter wranglers
in the club that made this all happen. I really like participating in these community outreach
programs, and I'm proud that our club has stepped up to make this happen year after year.
With over 300 visitors this year, it was a huge success!

September is shaping up to be another great month! The recent Dive Planning Party, which I
wasn't able to attend, appears to have been a success as I'm seeing a number of dives get
populated onto the calendar. If you see a day without a dive posted and you want to go for a
dive, consider hosting a dive! Dive hosts are able to earn free air cards through the club by hosting a dive with 6 MBDC members.

Josh Schripsema

President, MBDC
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Cover Photo
Taken by: Bruce Kerwin
Location: Sund Rock. Giant Pacific Octopus in the Fish Bowl
Camera data: Nikon D300 with 60mm/f2.8 lens, ISO 200, F16, 1/250, 2 x Sea&Sea YS-D1
strobes

New Members
Welcome to the Club! You’ve joined one of the most active and social dive clubs in the region.
Hassan Ahmed

Ian Krauter

Maksim Kviatkouski

Robert Jimenez

Tenesha Marie McFadden

Zorina Curry

Lindsey Nelson

Wesley Bourgault

Robert Epoch

Zoe Powell

Kirill Koval

Ken Delvo

As you can tell from Meetup we have a steady stream of activities going on for divers of all
experience and skill levels. You are also invited to attend the monthly club meeting. This is a
great opportunity to meet club members in person, hear from interesting speakers, and get into
the swing of things. Details are on the Meetup site.


First time dive hosts will receive a 5 fill air card from Lighthouse Dive Center.



If you get 6 Club members to attend you will also earn a 10 fill card from the dive shop of your
choice.

That’s almost $100 for very little work, but lots of fun. Everybody wins!

September Monthly Meeting
September 7, 2016
Sunset Hill Community Center
Speakers Fritz and Joyce Merkel will
be speaking about the club trip this
past May to God’s Pocket Resort near
Port Hardy, British Columbia
Included are highights of diving
Nakwato Rapids and seeing the
spectacular Red-lipped Gooseneck
Barnacles.
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Dive Planning: Marker Buoy Members Speak!
Survey and report: Steve Kalilimoku, Justin McClellan and Myra Wisotzky
To better understand (and therefore better plan and serve members) Steve Kalilimoku and Justin
McClellan developed and conducted a survey of member interests in dive sites, dive planning and
dive hosting
The survey was sent to the 176 members in July. Thirty-eight people responded to the survey,
which is a good response rate (22%).

Self-rating dive skills and experience
Beginner
3

Intermediate
11

Most ranked themselves as having
advanced skills/
experience.

About a third selfranked as
intermediate and
just a few as
beginners.

Advanced
24

The vast majority
do most of their
diving with the Club.
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Nearly half of those responding already host dives.

Interest in hosting dives

The other half include a
dozen who, while interested,
are not ready to host and 7
who are open to hosting.

Not
ready/interested
12
Already
host
17

Experienced hosts can
mentor new hosts, or offer to
co-host with new hosts, to
help build skills and
confidence and increase the
number of hosted dives.

Open to
hosting
7

Confidence in calculating slack tide
Okay but
want checker
16

Confident
15
Interested in
training
5

Many dive sites are current
sensitive. While about half of
respondents are confident in
calculating slack tide, more
than half would like training
and/or confirmation of their
calculations.
Mentors, co-hosts and
guidance materials can help
to improve confidence in
calcuating slack and planning
dives.

Available for week-day
dives?

The responses show that
diving doesn’t have to be
limited to the weekend.

Occasionally
12

Twelve respondents have
occasional availability for
week-day dives, and 15
others are unequivocably
available!

Yes
15

No
7
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Members indicated their interest and/or knowledge of diving in specific Puget Sound dive sites.
This information is useful for identifying sites of high interest—or to identify sites which we can do
a better job of exploring and informing people about.

Interested
32
26 26

28

Keystone Jetty

Redondo

Edmunds UW Park

Sunrise

Posession Point Fingers

Fox Island East Wall

Three Tree Point

Narrows Bridge

Fox Island Bridge

Titlow

Salt Water State Park

Alki Junkyard

Skyline

Alki Pipeline

Alki Cove 2

Mukilteo

13 14

Alki Cove 3

10

Seahurst

Alki Cove 1

7

9

Les Davis
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Day Island Wall
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Dive sites of highest interest include Keystone Jetty, Redondo, Edmonds Underwater Park, Day Island Wall, Sunrise, Posession Point Fingers and Fox Island East Wall.

Neutral/No knowledge/No opinion
25
20
15

10
5
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6

8

8

14
12 12 12 13 13 13 13
11
10 10 10 10

16

18

20

Members were neutral or had no knowledge/opinion on a number of sites, most notably Seahurst,
Les Davis, Titlow and Mukilteo. A fair number of members were also “on-the-fence” or unaware of
sites such as Alki Coves 1 & 2 and Pipeline, Salt Water State Park, Narrows Bridge and Fox Island
Bridge. We can do more to gather and share information on these sites and try them out.
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Not interested
12
10
8
6
4
2
0

11
0

0

0

0

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

2

2

3

3

3

4

4
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There were very few sites in which respondents were not interested. Alki Coves 1 and 3 were of
least interest.

Interest in Boat Diving
No or blank
8

Yes 30

The vast majority were interested in boat diving. This should reassure those planning to host a
dive charter that their Meetup posting has a good chance of getting filled.

We would like to thank those who took the time to share their perspectives with us.
If you have additional information, insights or opinions to share, suggestions and questions
about dive planning dive sites, skill building opportunities are always welcomed by any of the
Board members.
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MOONLIGHT BEACH ADVENTURE
Text and photos by Randy Williams
On August 20, 2016 The Marker Buoys
were able to once again do a superb job of
support the Edmonds Beach Rangers in an
annual education program. This was our
seventh year helping with this gig. We
couldn't have asked for better weather.
It was expected to be a very hot afternoon.
We got lucky as the afternoon breeze
kicked in and the temps were quite
pleasant.

The Moonlight Beach adventure is a science
program that starts out in the late afternoon.
The Edmonds Beach Rangers set-up a
wonderful program describing to the visitors
the local environment, it's impact on all of us
and (very importantly) our impact on the local
environment.

The crew from the MBDC meets at about
5pm on the Edmonds Marina Beach Park.
This is the area on the south side of the
marina. Same side as the dog park and
near where the old oil pier stood for many
years. We setup the pop-up canopy complete with a video projection system, a full
face mask comm system and a live video
camera system. The first phase for the club
is to get out the collection teams to find an
assortment of fascinating marine creatures.

These are placed in 4-5 wading pools
(AKA: Tide pools) right at the tide line.
The collection dive teams start to collect at
around 7pm and dive to about 8:15pm.
This is when the large group of folks now
makes their way down the beach to where
we're set-up.
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Everyone is equipped with their flashlights.
The kids really get into looking at the marine
life we've gathered in the tide pools.
The sunset was about 8:12pm. As it got
darker, we got ready for the live video show.
This specialized dive gear was loaned to the
project from the Marine Science and
Technology Center, Highline College.
It included a full face OTS Guardian mask,
comm system and the live video camera.

This year, our own Gene Coronetz was able
to be the "Live-Dive" diver for the evening.
Gene rigged-up and he and his cable
wrangler, John Downing went out to the old
pipeline rock pile.

With camera and lights in hand, we showed
the live video image of the dive to a big
screen set-up on the beach. The audio amp
allowed the Rangers and Gene to talk, ask questions and hear his on-going commentary.
Everyone could see and hear the program. Lots of folks asked some great questions.
A great way to spend time after dark. The people loved it!

Jennifer Leach of the Edmonds Beach
Rangers and her crew were superb in the
science interpretation.
It appeared we had a magnificent turn-out
of around 400 visitors. That may be the
biggest crowd yet.

I can't thank you Marker Buoys enough for helping to make this a great event.
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WAKATOBI, APRIL 2016
Part Two:
Text and photos by Judi Brooks
After so much diving on the liveaboard, the “Pelagian”, we all took a relaxing day off when we
arrived at the Wakatobi Resort, located on Onemoboa Island, southern Sulawesi, Indonesia.
We got settled into our bungalows and then gathered at the “Long House” - the meeting and
gathering building of the resort - to bid farewell to Joan and Bruce.
Amid a torrential downpour, we welcomed Marker Buoys, Catherine Knowlson and
Steve de Blois, who took Joan and Bruce's places and joined the rest of us Marker Buoys who
had planned a 2 week stay.

The Long House was one of the first buildings built when the resort opened in the early
1980's and the entire operation was run from this building including the dining facilities.
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22 Bungalows and 4 Villas of the resort were nestled among well manicured tropical gardens.
Most offered ocean views and in total accommodated about 60 guests.

Our bungalow (Judi and Gene’s) was roomy, featured an enclosed private outdoor garden shower,
a nice sized deck for lounging and an ocean side patio with a hammock for snoozing. All of the
accommodations were equipped with desks and chairs, a refrigerator, a safe, and spacious closets.
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The large open-air
restaurant, which was
centrally located, served
buffet style gourmet meals
and there were so many
choices of salads, pastas,
meats and desserts that you
would never go hungry,
although the chef would
prepare almost anything else
desired too.
Many of the dishes were
Indonesian cuisine.
The tables were set up for 4
to 6 guests, but we were able
to combine tables so that we
could all sit together and often we invited other resort
guests to join us.
Afternoon tea (and other beverages) was served daily at the Long House. It was a central meeting place
and reception area, but also housed the girls' favorite place, the boutique and gift shop, and we all picked
up several “goodies” to take home. Actually, the fellows couldn't resist either.
On some of the evenings, a presentation of various subjects was given in the media room and there was
also a well-stocked library which included several fish identification books of the fish in the Wakatobi
area.
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Most of our group enjoyed the
happy hour drinks at the
“Jetty Bar” especially the rum
punches.
Since they were half-price, it
was a popular place.

The sunsets were
glorious and the starry
night sky was pretty
spectacular also.
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Since all of the 43 dive sites were within a few minutes of the resort, the dive boat would return to the
dock for 15 minutes or so between dives allowing divers to go to the camera room (a large airconditioned room with 15 individual camera stations) or grab forgotten sun glasses or hats and such.
.

The diving was very similar to what we had experienced off the “Pelagian”-mostly craggy walls
with ledges, overhangs and holes and coral covered reef tops. The Wakatobi area is a protected
marine park. Wakatobi leases the reefs so that the fishermen don't “fish out” the area, however,
there were very few big fish and we saw several fishermen fishing where we were diving. They
also have “fishing shacks” where they may stay for 2 weeks putting the caught fish in nets under
the shack platform.
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We had periods of downpours, a few sun breaks, then more cloud bursts, but the rain didn't
hamper our diving. We dived off large uncrowded 45-foot covered wooden “Waka” boats, which
accommodated 20 divers, boat staff, and dive guides. We were divided into small groups of 4,
each with our own guide.

Each guide gave the same briefing to their individual group while sketching the dive site on
their own slate. At the dive shop, we had been given a box and 2 hangers for our light gear, but
the crew handled our tanks, weights and bcs. The crew was very helpful in aiding us with
donning our gear and getting in and out of the boat. After each dive, just as on the “Pelagian”,
each diver was handed a hot refresher towel and offered hot drinks and snacks. We were also
given personal water containers which the crew kept filled .
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.

On a dive site called “Dumia Baku”, a sloping wall full of lettuce, cabbage and staghorn coral, we
encountered a hawksbill turtle, merrily munching away at a sponge. We approached very close
and it wasn't at all disturbed by our close proximity. It just kept munching away, totally unbothered
by our presence. On a steep wall on “Magnifica”, we finally came across 3 huge cuttlefish which
pulsated a rainbow of colors. I had been looking for them for 2 weeks. All the cuttlefish we had
seen were on the muck dives from the “Pelagian” and they were tiny. These guys were monsters
in comparison.

The

best dive is always saved until last and we weren't disappointed on “Roma”. A pinnacle that
starts at 15 feet and gently slopes to 80 feet, it hosted groves of huge rose-like lettuce coral, basket sponges and leather corals. Gene got ”up close and personal” with 3 huge bumphead parrotfish. There were schools of barracuda, black snapper and blue-fin trevalley.
We saw 5 banded sea snakes, lots of clownfish and their anemones, pyramid butterflyfish,
sweetlips, surgeonfish, and lots of small reef fish. Batfish followed us throughout our dive. We
had wished we could have visited this site again.
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On the last dive day, we could only make 2 dives so after lunch, 5 of us went on a tour of the
“workings” of Wakatobi. They get water from a well and desalinate it and filter it for drinking. They
make their own electricity and make enough to share with the nearby village. They hire about 250
local people and about 35 ex-pats. They provide staff housing and meals at a staff canteen. Some
locals do choose to go home every night to the nearby village (a 30 minute walk) to their families.
There is a medical building, an air gas blending station, a health spa, a kids club and day care, an
all-inclusive repair shop and a house for visiting owners/investers. It was a wonderful tour of the
expansive grounds and background facilities and very informative.

Wakatobi Resort is a wonderful
place for relaxing, enjoying water
sports besides diving such as
kayaking, paddle boarding and kite
boarding. There are also village
tours to experience the local culture,
nature walks for bird watchers and
nature lovers and private instruction
to improve your photo skills and
gain a better understanding of animal behavior. And, it's easy to get
there by chartered plane from Bali
where we all enjoyed a few extra
days exploring more of the
Indonesian culture.
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Salt Water State Park BioBlitz
Text and photos: Rhoda Green
This year I had a chance to participate in a different type of citizen science. It was a BioBlitz.
A BioBlitz is basically identifying as many species as possible in a specific time frame.
Being a bit of a critter geek I have always enjoyed doing REEF surveys. Although I was free to
account for all the fish I saw, REEF only tracks certain invertebrates. BioBlitz has opened a new
door for me to account for any type of life anywhere in the world that I am. It's amazing!
My first BioBlitz was in a shallow muddy bay with Dr. Greg Jensen of the University of Washington.
We spent almost 3 hours underwater taking photos of as many forms of life we could find--sponges,
bay gobies, coonstripe shrimp, nassarid snails, lined chitons, leopard nudibranchs , bryozoans,
sugar kelp-- you see it, you get to list it.
We used our photos to identify the species that we didn’t recognize on sight, and together put
names to over 70 species. Having done this gave me a mental image of how all these critters live
together and create a marine community, an ecosystem. Our participation was just the underwater
portion; many other groups surveyed specific areas and certain types of life such as insects, plants,
birds, mammals, and amphibians. Altogether, over 400 species were identified that day.

Fascinated by the experience, I needed to let it incubate for a while and learn more about the program. In the BioBlitz website (designed by inaturalist.org) there is a reference library that many
organizations developed for aiding in identification.
I signed up on inaturalist.org and discovered there are many projects a person can join, like
National Parks, or Observation for the Day; the nationwide 2016 BioBlitz was promoted by National
Geographic. I found that I could survey any kind of life, even from my backyard, low tides days, and
hikes, and submit my observation photos for review. I am still learning about the site and there is
plenty of room to grow.

At Saltwater State Park a group of us experimented and did a mini BioBlitz on July 10th.
We plan to do another one in the future. It has allowed me to input data about items of concern that
scientists are monitoring, such as sea star wasting, invasive species, and migratory species.
In the meanwhile, the crow, the bumble bee and the green katydid that I overlooked in the past get
my attention. Now I stop, take a photo, and learn a little more about its life and its part in our
environment.
On the following page are a few of the observation photos from my participation in the Saltwater
State Park Bioblitz.
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Lined Chiton

Shaggy Mouse Nudibranch

Calcareous Tube Worm
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Congratulations to New Emergency Oxygen Providers!
Congratulations to the following Marker Buoy members who successfully completed the
PADI Emergency Oxygen Provider training with John Downing on August 6th

Rich Moore
David Riley
Yuri Parfenov
Myra Wisotzky

If you are interested in getting this certification, contact
John Downing at johndo88@gmail.com and he’ll put together another class.
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Shooting Gallery
Photo by: Justin McClellan
Camera data: Go Pro with 10X lens and Flip4 external mount and video light
Location: God’s Pocket Resort, Port Hardy, BC
Diverse invertebrate life
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Shooting Gallery

Photo by: Justin McClellan
Camera data: Go Pro with 10x lens and Flip4 external mount and video light
God’s Pocket Resort, Port Hardy, BC
Puget Sound King Crab
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Shooting Gallery

Photo by: David Rosenbaum
Camera data: Nikon D200 with 60mm MicroNikkor ,ISO 160, f9, 1/250, 2 x YS-90dx strobes
“...this shrimp was perfect for me: unlike so many others, that are long gone by the time I've gotten set up, this one didn't shy away as I approached!”
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Shooting Gallery
Photo by: Bob Bailey
Camera data: : Canon T2i with 18-55mm lens, 1/160th, f8, ISO200, dual YS-110a strobes.
Juvenile Wolf Eel at Day Island Wall
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Shooting Gallery

Photo by: Steve Kalilimoku
Camera data: Olympus E-PM1 with two I-Torch Venusian II's video lights, set at medium intensity f/4.5 @1/60sec ISO 200.
Black eyed Hermit crabs developing buddy skills at Three Tree North
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Shooting Gallery

Photo by: Steve Kalilimoku
Camera data: Olympus E-PM1 with two I-Torch Venusian II's video lights, set at medium intensity f/4.5 @1/80sec ISO 200
Young octo just before scurrying away from my lights at Three Tree North
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Shooting Gallery

Photo by: Jim Pappin
Camera data: Canon 7d, 60mm macro, Ikelite DS125 x2 strobes, f8, 1/160, ISO 160
A thoughtful sculpin (no, that is not the scientific name).
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Shooting Gallery

Photo by: Jim Pappin
Camera data: Canon 7d, 60mm macro, Ikelite DS125 x2 strobes, f8, 1/160, ISO 160
Salt Water State Park: Decorated warbonnet
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Shooting Gallery
Photo by: Myra Wisotzky
Camera data: Canon G16, 2 x Sea & Sea YS-01 strobes, f 7.1, 1/100, ISO 100
Mukilteo: Juvenile wolf eel and Painted Anenome
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Shooting Gallery
Photo by: Myra Wisotzky
Camera data: Canon G16, 2 x Sea & Sea YS-01 strobes, 1/100, f 8, ISO 100
Day Island Wall: Steve Kalilimoku and a friendly adult wolf eel
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Shooting Gallery

Photo by: Andrew Eve
Camera data: Panasonic LX-100. 1/250 sec at F16, ISO 400. 10.9mm

Six Gill Shark! Taken at Redondo on Steve K.'s dive. I really screwed up, those are settings I like
for macro and excluding natural light! Not a big subject in low light/vis. But it was a complete
shock to see so I just pointed my camera and started shooting. Of the shots I got this one came
out the best despite the settings. The Seattle Aquarium has told me it is a juvenile male shark (I
sent them a few pictures as part of my report for their six-gill tracking program)
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Shooting Gallery

Photo by: Andrew Eve
Camera data: Panasonic LX-100. 1/125, F16, ISO 500, 24.5mm, with a Nauticam Compact
Macro Converter (CMC-1).
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Shooting Gallery

Photo by: Andrew Eve
Camera data: Panasonic LX-100. 1/125, F16, ISO 500, 24.5mm, with a Nauticam Compact
Macro Converter (CMC-1).

Tiny crabs on an Egg Yolk Jelly.
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About Marker Buoys
The Marker Buoy Dive Club of Seattle meets at 7:00 PM, the first Wednesday of each month
(except July, which is our annual picnic) at the Sunset Hills Community Center, 3003 NW 66th St.
98117 in Ballard. The Marker Buoy Dive Club is one of the most active dive clubs in the Pacific
Northwest. Membership level is around 180. Our members include some that are new to diving or
to the Seattle area as well as those with over 1,000 dives in their log.
In addition to hosting many dives each month, monthly meetings are held at the Sunset Community
Center in Ballard. Monthly meetings give members an opportunity to give reports on club dives of
the previous month, information on upcoming dives, and occasionally slide and video presentations
of dives. A guest speaker related to scuba diving, the marine environment, or something of interest
to divers is featured every month. Club-sponsored activities include over 100 dives each year, dive
planning parties, an annual picnic, and an annual banquet.

General Club Policies
DIVER’S EDUCATION

WEIGHT BELT REPLACEMENT POLICY

The club will reimburse members $15 for
successful
completion
of
advanced
certification courses that increases the member’s competency and safety. Limit of 3
reimbursements per club member per
calendar year.
Courses that qualify are
advanced diver, rescue diver, dive master,
instructor, nitrox, DAN O2 Provider, and initial
First
Aid
&
CPR
(non-renewal).
Reimbursement for other courses subject to
board approval. Just show proof of course
completion to David Riley, Treasurer, for your
reimbursement.

The club will reimburse any member who ditches
weights in what they consider an emergency
during any dive, anywhere. The reimbursement is
for replacement cost of all items ditched and not
recovered, up to a maximum of $150.

MEET UP/ MARKER BUOYS
Join our members only on-line web group!
Find a last-minute dive buddy, ride, or
directions to a dive, trip reports, as well as our
newsletters:
http://www.meetup.com/Marker-Buoy-Dive-Club/

SPONSOR A DIVE, EARN

AN

AIR CARD

Dive hosts receive an Air Card good at local dive
shops when 6 Marker Buoy members participate
on the dive. The Club Oxygen Kit counts as a
buddy as long as one member of the party is O2
trained. Limit of 1 Air Card per club member per
calendar month. The club has two O2 kits currently with Fritz Merkel and Steve Kalilimoku.
To request an air card, complete the
“Dive Host Air Card Request Form” and submit it
to the Treasurer, Dave Riley.

Membership
Members must be a certified diver and 18 years or
older. Any certified diver under 18 is welcome on
club dives if a parent is a club member and comes
as their buddy.

MARKER BUOY 2016 BOARD
President: Josh Schripsema

Treasurer: David Riley

Webmaster: Justin McClellan

Vice President: Steve Kalilimoku

Programs: Bob Bailey

Event Director: Andrea Naert

Secretary: JoLee Ford

Newsletter: Myra Wisotzky

Refreshments: Catherine Knowlson
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