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Courtesy of Rapture of the Deep Photography

President’s Message
As I write this my term as President is coming to an end. The last 4 1\2 years as a Board
member have been a great experience for me and I will miss being on the board. Over that time I
have been fortunate to work with a very talented and dedicated group of people who care deeply
about this Club. I want to thank every one of them for their help and guidance. There have also
been a number of non-board members who have stepped up to take an active role in Club affairs
and in helping us to improve the dive community as a whole. These tasks range from taking an
active role in the evolution of Saltwater State Park to maintaining the infrastructure at Cove 2 to
purchasing mooring buoys for the Washington Scuba Alliance. Thank you all.
The Club has changed dramatically over this time period. When I first became a Board member
we were about 130 members. We are now at 176. We had just changed from using a
checkbook to manage our finances to a true accounting system. We were using Yahoo Groups
as our communication and calendar management program. We had a more complicated
membership management tool. Meetup has changed all of that and it is a much better way for us
all to stay in contact and stay active. We’ve changed the Bylaws to allow more members to
participate in the election process and to allow for more continuity on the Board. All this has
allowed us to become a more active and connected Club. I don’t have statistics but it seems to
me that we are sponsoring more dives now than we did 4 1\2 years ago and I know we have
more opportunities to get together socially.
I have seen this Club come together as a community on several occasions over the past few
years when tragedy has struck one of our members or when something important needed to be
done to help the Dive Community as a whole.
I want to thank everyone for all their support during my tenure. I’m looking forward to finding
different ways to stay active in the Club and continue to make us successful.
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Cover Photo
Taken by: Fritz Merkel
Location: Nakwato Rapids, God’s Pocket, British Columbia
Camera data: Olympus EPL-1 with stock 14-24 lens at full telephoto. Dual Sea & Sea strobes. Manual
setting; Speed 1/160, f8, ISO 250

Welcome New Members!
Welcome to the Club! You’ve joined one of the most active and social dive clubs in the region.

Soren Huber

Hadi Mahmoudi

Brian McFarlane

Robert McCarthy
Adam Swarm

As you can tell from Meetup we have a steady stream of activities going on for divers of all experience and
skill levels. You are also invited to attend the monthly club meeting. This is a great opportunity to meet
club members in person, hear from interesting speakers, and get into the swing of things.
Details are on the Meetup site.
First time dive hosts will receive a 5 fill air card from Lighthouse Dive Center.
If you get 6 Club members to attend you will also earn a 10 fill card from the dive shop of your choice.
That’s almost $100 for very little work, but lots of fun. Everybody wins!

July 6th
Annual Picnic at Woodland Park
Our second BIGGEST event of the year!
Location:
Time:
Date:






Picnic Shelter #4, Woodland Park
6:00—9:00 pm
July 6 (in lieu of monthly meeting)

Bring something to share and something to grill.
There will be grills going and cooking implements available.
The Club provides plates, utensils and cups.
Park rules state that no alcohol is allowed.
The restrooms are nearby and will be open.

For specific directions and location map visit:
http://www.seattle.gov/parks/_images/maps/picnics/Woodland4-7.pdf
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Life Events
If you are regular reader of The Buoy Tender then you have come to expect, in this section of our dive
community’s monthly newsletter, a monthly column on diving fitness from Sue Bream.
Sue and her husband Steve Metzner would like to share the following with Marker Buoy members.

Sue and I wanted to extend our extreme gratitude to all of you for your love, support and understanding
at the most difficult time in our lives—the loss of our oldest son Scott.
You are all wonderful, thoughtful and caring people. We are honored to be in your company.
Next year will be my 50th anniversary (1967) of diving and over the years I have been asked the question how
deep have you been.
I can assure you that over this past weekend Sue and I have gone Deep.

Thank You All
Steve Metzner
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Samplng the Florida Keys May 11—16, 2016
By Carl Baird
I once read that the world’s third largest barrier reef is
not on the opposite side of the globe but merely on
the opposite side of the continental United States.
The Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary can be
accessed from Seattle via a five hour flight and a two
hour car ride. A trip to investigate sounded both
affordable and worthwhile. So my dive buddy, Bruce
Brown, and I started planning.
Alaska Air has daily direct flights to Ft. Lauderdale
and Miami. The Florida Keys has dozens of dive
charters. However, we did not know how to
differentiate between the good and the bad from our
vantage point in the Pacific NW. Luckily, we were
fortunate to get some advice from divers who had
previously lived in Florida and who are currently living
in the Keys. Examining dive charter websites and
asking questions over the phone seemed to help also.
The online diver's forum, ScubaBoard.com (based in
the Florida Keys) could have also been used to solicit
advice about dive charters. However, we didn’t
consider that resource until we were in the Keys.
The Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary protects
2,900 square nautical miles of marine habitat.
Consequently, our six days of diving would only be a
short introduction. We decided to split our time
among three dive charters, sampling both wrecks
and reefs. We used Rainbow Reef Charters of Key
Largo, the Florida Keys Dive Center in Tavernier,
and the Looe Key Dive Center on Ramrod Key.
We stayed at the Stone Ledge Motel (aka Paradise
Inn) in south Key Largo; a 1970’s vintage motel
which had a kitchen, dock access, and lawn furniture
for drying rinsed dive gear.

Green Sea Turtle: photo by Bruce Brown

Flamingo Tongue Cowrie: photo by Bruce Brown

Of these three charters, Rainbow Reef (downtown
Key Largo) had big boats (Newton 46), had multiple
big boats, and attracted lots of divers.
Spotted Spiny Losbster: photo by Bruce Brown
Consequently, Rainbow charters were always full,
even during mid-week. We used Rainbow Reef for two day boat trips and our two night dives.
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Florida Keys Dive Center (seven miles south of Key
Largo) also had Newton 46 boats, but only two, and
attracted fewer divers, even on weekends. For three
days, we enjoyed the benefit of more deck space
while diving with the Florida Keys Center.
For one of our day boat dives, we used by the Looe
Key Dive Center (70 miles south of Key Largo). Their
charter boat was a 45 foot catamaran without a
marine head. Compared to the Upper Keys, the water
around Looe Key was clearer and the reef was
packed the life. All afternoon, an eight foot goliath
grouper seemed to enjoy the shade of the boat hull,
hoovering about 10 feet below.

Spotted Moray: photo by Carl Baird

Here are some common things among the dive
charters we investigated. Most dive charters hosted
two daily, 2-tank boat dives. The first trip left at around
8:00 AM and the second trip left around 1:00 PM.
None of the boats had deck bins for storing your gear.
Most divers stored their gear in mesh bags under the
tank bench seats. Most 2-tank boat dives to shallow
reefs were only four hours long (dock to dock). Since
we were diving so shallow, a one hour dive was
almost like a one hour safety stop. Consequently,
Grey Angelfish, Branching Fire Coral: photo by Carl Baird
surface intervals between dives were only long
enough to move the boat to a new location and change tanks.
The larger boats used by Rainbow Reef and Florida
Keys Dive Centers had marine heads. However,
they consistently discouraged passengers from using
them.
Nitrox is available for diving the deep wrecks.
However, most reefs are very shallow (around 30 to
40 feet deep) and air is the standard breathing gas.
At these shallow depths, we had plenty of air left after
an hour dive.
For both night dives, Rainbow Reef Divers provided
dive guides at no extra cost. For the first night dive,
there were four divers following the guide. However,
for the second night dive we had seven divers trying
to keep up with our guide, plus strong current.

Rock Hind, Blue-striped and White Grunts: photo by Carl
Baird
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For our day dive trips with Florida Key Dive Center, we hired a guide ($30/diver) to help just the two of us
find critters to photograph. Hiring a guide was well worth it. Our night dives would have been more
productive if we had paid for a personal guide to spot photographic subjects and commit to go at the pace
we set.
Since we were only chartering our two spaces on regularly scheduled boat trips, the number of cameras
and large camera systems brought on board were very few. We were the only camera people on several
of our boat trips. As expected, there were few macro invertebrates to photograph. For this trip, I reset my
camera to shoot close focus, wide-angle, with one +5 diopter wet lens. I used a muck stick to avoid
contact with the reef. I didn’t see any sea stars or nudibranchs. Christmas tree worms were plentiful, sea
urchins not so plentiful, and saw only two feather duster worms, and several Flamingo Tongue cowries.
However, big schools of fish, hard and soft corals, sponges, etc. were everywhere. Because we were new
divers to the area, we likely missed seeing many of the neat critters that live in the Florida Keys.
Photographically, the best subjects were fish (about 44 identified, thus far). I’ve ordered yet another book
to help me identify the hard and soft corals we saw.
During our last few days in the Keys, we visited two worthwhile diving-related exhibits. The History of
Diving Museum in Islamorada had displays of early diving apparatus from the 1700’s and 1800, the
evolution of hard hat and scuba diving gear, and early equipment for taking the first underwater
photographs and making the first underwater movies. After our last day of diving, we went to the John
Pennekamp State Park and took in the exhibits and a great underwater introductory film at the Visitor’s
Center. We also stopped by the privately operated dive shop within the State Park. At this dive shop, we
learned about their dive charter services and were provided a personal guided tour of the various on-line
NOAA websites used by mariners to predict current by tidal and the Gulf Stream influences. We both
concluded that our 6-day diving experience could have been improved by first viewing the introductory film
at the John Pennekamp’s Visitor’s Center. We were also very impressed with the Park’s dive center and
now regret not considering their charter service.
Did you know that the Florida Keys is famous for Key Lime pie? During our six days of diving, we sampled
Key Lime pie from eight different restaurants, usually enjoying it as our appetizer to our post-dive
debriefing meal. We can now advise you where to go to taste the very best.

Further south the Florida Keys, the endemic Key Deer can be found. If you can imagine a small fawn
without the spots but displaying a small set of antlers; that’s the size of a full grown Key Deer. We found
several lounging in the front yards of a residential area after our dive trip with Looe Key Divers.
The Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary is vast. Six days of diving was a mere introduction.
Worth another visit? Absolutely!
Here are some helpful links for planning a trip to the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary:
 http://floridakeys.noaa.gov/
 https://dtmag.com/thelibrary/the-florida-keys-exploring-americas-barrier-reef/
 http://www.scubadiving.com/travel/florida-florida-keys/florida-keys-national-marine-sanctuary
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God’s Pocket Highlight: Nakwato Rapids
By: Fritz Merkel
My personal highlight of our recent trip to God’s Pocket was the Nakwato Rapids.
The night before Bill Weeks, our host, gathered us together and informed (warned?) us that the
Rapids was the destination for tomorrow. He went over the site, issues, and how to dive it. It was
exciting, a bit more than a little scary, and somewhat confusing. We had to work something he
call 'moving triangles of current' , which was a totally new concept. Current would be in opposite
directions on leading and trailing edges of the triangle, and we should keep the bottom edge
(depth) above 42 feet. Dive time was to be a maximum of 44 minutes. What did that mean?
Travel time was about an hour from God’s Pocket. We
were favored with calm seas and a very nice trip. We
arrived to broken blue skies and our first sight of Turret
Island, aka Tremble Island as it will tremble at full
current, which kind of makes you think. The site can only
be dived on low exchanges. Part of the timing of this trip
was to afford this opportunity, which I frankly did not
even know was an option.
We circled the island, a lovely little thing smack in the
middle of the channel looking like a cross between a
bonsai rain forest and a diver billboard courtesy of divers
that have survived the experience. The island is
populated with Pigeon Guillemots with bright red feet
which dashed into the roiling waters when the boat got
close. We were lucky to see a Humpback whale plying
the current of the channel quite near us while we were
getting ready for our own adventure.
Before we hit the water Bill once again reviewed the dive plan. With the physical layout right in
front it made more sense this time. He dropped the lot of us in the lee of the island where we
huddled against the rock out of the current. I felt a giddy sense of excitement. On his signal we
all dropped.
Dropping down and going around the corner to start the dive there was a marvelous sense
of.....calm. It was quite peaceful with almost no current at all. Visibility was very good (best of the
whole trip). A wonderful feeling of relaxation enveloped me as the anxiety melted away.
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Initially there were none of the famous red-lipped gooseneck barnacles to be seen, though the bottom
was coated with life. As I rounded the corner with Joyce they started to appear in clumps.

Soon the bottom was covered in them as far as I could see. As I looked more closely into the clumps I
could now see why they are called 'gooseneck' barnacles.

Occasionally the moving triangle of current would gently bump up against us and it was easy to simply
let it drift you into calm water and continue the exploration of the site. This just did not feel like a
difficult dive at all. A little past halfway through the dive the barnacles disappeared. As we neared the
end of the island they re-appeared but more mixed in with other filter feeders.
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At the last bit of life-covered rock on the corner of the island there was a large vertical crack
coated with them. The current was now relentlessly starting to make it's presence known (now 47
minutes into the dive). I swam up to the crack, stabilized for a photo, then would get blown back.
I did that 3-4x, finally deciding the current was letting me know it was time to get out of there.
I folded up my strobes, clipped off my cameara, and started ascending up to Joyce waiting in 10
feet of water.
At 12 feet I was abruptly thrown back down where I had just come from. No warning at all, just a
sudden shove back down to 26 feet which took 1-2 seconds. I managed to flip back to swimming
position and fin like hell for a stalk of kelp growing out of the same crack I had just been
photographing.
I remembered seeing it there for some odd reason. I got buffeted around a bit but that lightning
bolt of current was gone. I have never experienced anything like it. I rapidly made my way up to
Joyce.
Having been mostly a shallow dive we skipped the safety stop and immediately ascended. Upon
surfacing Joyce said that John Downing had gone after me and disappeared completely. She was
not happy about what she had just seen. We hoped that if anyone could handle that situation
John had the temperament and training to deal with it. While sorting this out we saw the dive boat
travelling rapidly away. A few minutes later we could see a tiny figure being lifted out of the water.
It appeared John had traveled a significant distance in a very short period of time. The distance
was amazing as this was still relatively near slack water.
After retreiving John the boat started it's trip back to fetch us, now huddling right up against the
security of the rock island with water fury and whirlpools on either side. Our little zone of safety
was rapidly disappearing. We were very relieved when Bill nosed it in for us to get back aboard,
and very happy to see John safely on board.
In no uncertain terms I overstepped the dive plan, a plan that had been clearly laid out. I turned a
44 minute dive into a 56 minute dive. When a high current place like that closes out, it means
business. Talking with Bill after the fact it seems likely that a whirlpool broke off the edge of the
island and simply carried me awey. I guess the moral of the story is, pay attention to your dive
host when they know what they are talking about.
(But it sure was fun.)
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Hawaii?
Just fine!
In April several Marker Buoy members joined Steve Kalilimoku in Kona, Hawaii to do some
diving. This selection of photos provides a hint of the good times that were had!

The mini-van worked out really good for carrying
us and all of our gear.

We highly recommend Honu Sports.

Rich Moore Go Pro-ing one of 2 Mantas at Cresent Beach
( AKA Rip-off Beach).
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Undulated Moray or Puhi Lau Milo

Todd Olsen cruising for subjects

Unidentified Nudibranch found on a night dive just off of
Kailua Pier, Kona. As we were swimming into the little
bay at Kamakonu, the locals were yelling at us that there
was a white tip shark feeding on the mullets.
Ooh chicken skin!

Gaint Trevally or Ulua Aukea.

Yummylious too !
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Shooting Gallery

Small octopus in bottle

Photo by: Steve Kalilimoku
Camera data: Olympus E-PM1 with I-Torch video lights. F4.1, 1/60 sec., ISO 400
Location: Redondo

Young Wolf Eel

Photo by: Steve Kalilimoku
Camera data: Olympus E-PM1 with I-Torch video lights. F5.6, 1/40 sec., ISO 1600
Location: Redondo
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Shooting Gallery

Cockerell’s Dorid

Photo by: Bob Bailey
Camera data: Canon T2i, 60 mm lens, Sea & Sea strobes, 1/160, f13, ISO 200
Location: Keystone Jetty, Whidby Island
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Photo Adventures Using a Snoot
by Joyce Merkel
At last month’s Marker Buoy Club Monthly Meeting, Nirupam Nigam gave an informative and fun
presentation on taking photos with a snoot. It inspired me so much that when Nirupam offer to lend me his
snoot for the month, I enthusiastically said yes. He warned that it took a lot of practice to become
successful. On top of that Bob Bailey, who I think is a wonderful photographer, then told me he had tried it
once and all his shots were black. So I felt a little concern I’d be able to take anything worthwhile.
In case you don’t know what a snoot is, it is a device
put on a strobe which narrows the light to a small spot.
There are different ways of making a snoot, but the one
I used has a flexible arm through which a fiber optic
cable runs. The end of the snoot is pointed so that it
lights up your subject.
Here’s how my camera looks with the snoot
attached.
I thought some of you photographers might be
interested in how my first attempts went. Both Nirupam
and Bob were right, it is challenging. However, despite
horrible visibility, I did manage on two dives now to get a few shots that give me hope. I also took an
amazing number of shots that were either black or the light only landed on a small portion of the subject.
I used my 60mm lens on my EPL-1 Olympus camera on both dives.
This first shot was of a Candy Stripe Shrimp which I took on a club dive at Keystone. It was taken in
constant current and low visibility. I felt like I cheated a bit to be able to light the subject. I pointed the
snoot a bit forward and slightly down to the subject. I also stayed back about 9 inches to give the light a
better chance to find the shrimp. The shot is cropped slightly. Focusing was very difficult in the bad
visibility so it is not perfect. It did catch the subject in the foreground and darkened the background which
is one of the objectives. Settings for this photo were Speed 1/160, ISO 200, F= 14.
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The following shots I took at Redondo on a dive with Myra Wisotzky. Vis was even worse than Keystone.

This juvenile Wolfeel photo took me almost 20 minutes to get.

I was trying to “paint” the light across
his head as Nirupam had discussed,
but I only had a few moments to get
set up right to catch the wolfie when
he poked his head out each time. At
first I pointed the snoot from above
and only very slightly forward to
hopefully brush the light across its
head. That produced a lot of black
shots. Eventually I pointed the snoot
much further forward to get this shot.
Settings were Speed 1/160, ISO 200,
F= 14.

Next this Mosshead Warbonnet was in a better position for me to position
under it and it stayed out for longer periods of time.
Still it was in a hole so I ultimately I
used a similar snoot position as I
did to shoot the wolfie. Settings
for this shot were still Speed
1/160, ISO 200, F= 14

16

I like the last shot but thought it was a little over exposed. So the next shot I backed up a bit and got a slightly better
exposed shot, though not as interesting a pose. I cropped this one some. Settings still Speed 1/160, ISO 200, F= 14

This last shot I came in closer again but shot it with a larger f-stop. Settings were Speed 1/160, ISO 200, F= 18.

As you can probably tell there is so much more to try out.
If nothing else a snoot can provide hours of entertainment and, so far, once in a while a special and unique photo.
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PADI Emergency Oxygen Provider Course
Offered by John Downing

As most of you know, the club has purchased oxygen kits for use on club dives. If you bring the
oxygen kit with you on a club dive, that counts and one diver towards the goal of getting a free air
card. And of course, it’s a really good idea to have oxygen on hand at a dive site.
I would like to offer up a PADI Emergency Oxygen Provider class at a reduced rate for
MEMBERS of the Marker Buoy Dive club.
The cost of this class is $60.00 per person.
The class involves some home study followed by a four-hour class for the practical portion.
The class can be held on either a Saturday or Sunday and is available on the following two weekends.
In order to ensure that I have enough books, I need reservations by July 8th.
You will have your materials by July 18th to give you a week to go over the knowledge reviews
and be ready for the class on Saturday, July 23rd.
As a starting point I’m planning to hold the class in Bellevue but given the proper facilities, we can
consider alternatives.
I’m looking forward to this class.
Have questions or want to register for the course?

Contact me by email or phone at :
johndo88@gmail.com
425-941-5852
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Cartoon Caption
Thank you to Carol Murren for her creative suggestion of the caption below for the cartoon from
June’s issue of The Buoy Tender!

“What did you say was down there?”
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Forest Lane Cottage on Rich Passage

Vacation rental and Diving
Doug Miller and Karin Fletcher
Looking for a break and some diving somewhere new? Why not rent our cottage on the water for
a weekend?
Karin and I bought the house next door as a vacation rental. It is a 50-year-old two-bedroom
wood cottage. The cottage is fully equipped with kitchen, wood stove and laundry facilities and
features an awesome deck over the water out front and a beautiful forest and hiking trails behind. And of course, there are steps down to the water giving you direct access to diving,
kayaking and more. We have mapped out four distinct dive sites in the reefs out front plus if you
have a boat there are numerous other sites minutes away including Waterman Wall, Wautauga
Beach and Orchard Rocks.
For more information and reservations check out our website at: www.forestlanecottage.com or
send me email at douglas@milltech.com.

Dive sites in West End of Rich Passage

Deck at sunset
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About Marker Buoys
The Marker Buoy Dive Club of Seattle meets at 7:00 PM, the first Wednesday of each month
(except July, which is our annual picnic) at the Sunset Hills Community Center, 3003 NW 66th St.
98117 in Ballard. The Marker Buoy Dive Club is one of the most active dive clubs in the Pacific
Northwest. Membership level is around 150. Our members include some that are new to diving or
to the Seattle area. Many have over 1,000 dives in their log.
In addition to hosting many dives each month, monthly meetings are held at the Sunset Community
Center in Ballard. Monthly meetings give members an opportunity to give reports on club dives of
the previous month, information on upcoming dives, and occasionally slide and video presentations
of dives. A guest speaker related to scuba diving, the marine environment, or something of interest
to divers is featured every month. Club-sponsored activities include over 100 dives each year, dive
planning parties, an annual picnic at Woodland Park, and an annual banquet.

General Club Policies
DIVER’S EDUCATION

WEIGHT BELT REPLACEMENT POLICY

The club will reimburse members $15 for successful completion of advanced certification
courses that increases the member’s competency and safety. Limit of 3 reimbursements
per club member per calendar year. Courses
that qualify are advanced diver, rescue diver,
dive master, instructor, nitrox, DAN O2 Provider, and initial First Aid & CPR (non-renewal).
Reimbursement for other courses subject to
board approval. Just show proof of course
completion to David Riley, Treasurer, for your
reimbursement.

The club will reimburse any member who ditches
weights in what they consider an emergency during any dive, anywhere. The reimbursement is for
replacement cost of all items ditched and not recovered, up to a maximum of $150.

MEET UP/ MARKER BUOYS
Join our members only on-line web group!
Find a last-minute dive buddy, ride, or directions to a dive, trip reports, as well as our
newsletters: http://www.meetup.com/MarkerBuoy-Dive-Club/

SPONSOR A DIVE, EARN

AN

AIR CARD

Dive hosts receive an Air Card good at local dive
shops when 6 Marker Buoy members participate
on the dive. The Club Oxygen Kit counts as a
buddy as long as one member of the party is O2
trained. Limit of 1 Air Card per club member per
calendar month. The club has two O2 kits - currently with Kimber Chard and Gene Coronets.
To request an air card, complete the
“Dive Host Air Card Request Form” and submit it
to the Treasurer, Dave Riley.

Membership
Members must be a certified diver and 18 years or
older. Any certified diver under 18 is welcome on
club dives if a parent is a club member and comes
as their buddy.

MARKER BUOY 2016 BOARD
President: Josh Schripsema

Treasurer: David Riley

Webmaster: Justin McLellan

Vice President: Steve Kalilimoku

Programs: Bob Bailey

Event Director: Andrea Naert

Secretary: JoLee Ford

Newsletter: Myra Wisotzky

Refreshments: Catherine Knowlson
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