The Buoy Tender
Marker Buoy Dive Club | Seattle, Washington
June 2015

In This Issue:
President’s Message ...................... 2
Cover Photo Credit ........................ 3
New Members ............................... 3
Volunteers Needed ........................ 4
Dive Fitness ................................... 5
Cayman Islands.............................. 7
Iceland ........................................ 17
Shooting Gallery .......................... 23
Upcoming Dive Trips .................... 28
About Marker Buoys .................... 32

President’s Message

By the time you read this
month’s newsletter the
online polls for election of
Board Members will be
closed. While there were
no contested races the
new structure of the elections afforded almost all
of the Club Members the Courtesy of Rapture of the Deep Photography
chance to cast a vote. We had a few issues but almost all of
those got fixed. The number of votes cast was higher than we have had in the past when you
had to attend the December Club meeting to vote.
We have three new people on the Board this year; Myra Wisotzky as Newsletter Editor, Josh
Schripsema as Secretary and Hiller West as Programs Chair. If you see them on a dive or at a
meeting thank them for stepping up to serve. I’m looking forward to getting to know them better
and to working with them this year.

That also means three people are leaving the Board. Doug Miller, Gene Coronetz and Todd Olsen are all stepping aside. I want to thank all of them for their help and service over the past 18
months while I have been President. I’ve enjoyed working with all of them during my tenure on
the Board. If you see them at Club functions take a moment and thank them for their service.
I’m excited to announce that the Board (at the June meeting) has formally adopted maintenance
of the Cove 2 buoy line as a permanent Club Community Service Project. We have done this
informally over the years but with the prodding of Jim Boon, Fritz Merkel and Randy Williams we
are going to put in place a structure to perform this project going forward. Kimber Chard has also agreed to be part of the Committee while he serves as Vice President It gives us a chance to
make a meaningful contribution to the Dive Community as a whole which should be part of our
function as a Club. There will be opportunities to participate in the ongoing clean-up and maintenance and the plan is to establish a regular schedule of maintenance dives to keep everything
clean and functioning.
I know its summer but keep diving and post your dives before you go so that others can join in.
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Cover Photo
Taken by Jen Vanderhoof at Silfra, Iceland, between continental plates.
Taken with an Olympus OMD-EM5 in Nauticam housing, one Sea & Sea YS-D1, one Sea & Sea
YS-110a.
Settings: 9mm, f 5.6, 1/80, ISO 320.

New Members
Welcome to the Club. You’ve joined one of the most active and social dive club’s in the region.
As you can tell from Meetup we have a steady stream of activities going for divers of all experience and skill levels. You are also invited to attend the monthly club meeting. This is a great opportunity to meet club members in person and get into the swing of things. Details are on the
Meetup site.
First time dive hosts will receive a 5 fill air card from Lighthouse Dive Center and if you get 6 Club
members to attend you will also earn a 10 fill card from the dive shop of your choice. That’s almost $100.00 in free air for very little work.

George Powell

Erika Polcuch

Philip Bartley

Ben Shiner

Tony Rousmaniere

Romana Bray

Bruce Bray

Nolan Cyre

Elmar Orujov
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Volunteers Needed
By Mark Wilson
Lighthouse Diving has generously offered us a table to use at their annual sale Scubafest. I sent
out an email earlier asking for volunteers to help man the table on June 27th and 28th. I’ll list the
time slots and number of committed people to be at the table during those days. We need to
have 2 or 3 per slot. This is an opportunity for us to promote the Club and recruit new members.
Please consider taking a slot. If you are interested please contact me through Meetup. If we
don’t get enough participation we will not be able to do this.
Saturday June 27th
8:30AM to 12:00PM- 1 committed; Need 2 more people- setup table sale starts at 9:00AM
12:00PM- 3:00PM- 1 committed; Need 2 more people
3:00PM-6:00PM- 1 committed; Need 2 more people
Sunday June 28th
10:00AM-1:00PM- No one signed up so we need 2 or 3 people
1:00PM-5:00PM- There are 2 people signed up but we could use a 3rd
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Shoulder Flexibility for Divers
By Sue Bream
Why Struggle Getting Into Your Dive Gear?
Our shoulders have the greatest range of motion of any joint in our body, but that doesn't always
help when it comes time to get in our dive gear. If you find yourself like me, struggling with my
shoulder flexibility when putting my tank gear on while in my drysuit, you might want to take some
time to work on your shoulders.
What is the major culprit here? In my opinion, it is posture. Even though most divers have an active lifestyle, unfortunately, we all spend way too much time on the computer. Don't get me
wrong, I love my computer, but if you don't address the common postural issues that go along
with their use (or overuse), you are making a big mistake. The typical diver with poor posture has
rounded forward shoulders and likely even a little forward head posture. Their chest (pec) muscles are tight and upper back muscles often have knots in them but are also stretched out and
weak. The tight chest muscles and stress on the neck from the head being too far forward will
affect the shoulders.
As with anything, there are two sides to the coin. Stretching the chest and shoulders in the front,
and strengthening the upper back. This short article will focus on a couple of good stretches for
your chest and shoulders. Strengthening the upper back can be addressed in another article.
Let's look at a few great stretches to help with
shoulder flexibility for divers. The first photo

shows my favorite shoulder and chest stretch.
Shown here with a wooden dowel, but really,
you can use a yoga strap, exercise band, or
even a broom handle. Take the dowel (easy to
buy at Fred Meyer or any hardware store) and
hold it in front of you. Then lift it overhead
and behind your head as far as is comfortable.
Repeat 5-10 x.
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The second photo shows a simple wall stretch for tight chest and
front shoulder muscles. Stand at a wall or doorway and place
one hand on the wall. Turn away from that hand and you will
feel a stretch. Hold for 10-30 seconds and switch sides.

In the third photo, the woman is doing a good shoulder stretch by lifting one arm up and
grabbing the elbow with the other hand. This
stretches the shoulders and triceps muscles (those
coveted muscles on the back of the upper arms).
Hold this stretch for 10-30 seconds and switch
sides.
Ideally, you stretch muscles that are already
warmed up. To warm up the shoulders, you might
simply do some big arm circles (10-15 each direction). Other activities, such as yoga are also great for warming up the shoulders.
If you find that your shoulders just aren’t what they used to be, try these stretches and see
if you have an easier time getting into your dive gear.
Sue Bream is an ACSM and ACE certified Personal Trainer and certified Pilates instructor as
well as avid scuba diver. Questions? Email her at sue@suebreamfitness.com.
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Cayman Islands – 2015
By Ken Gatherum
Based on many comments from fellow divers, I decided to travel to the Cayman Islands this spring
to dive what is advertised as the best diving in the Caribbean.

The Cayman Islands are known for amazing wall dives, beautiful coral reefs and fantastic visibility.
The three limestone islands that form the Cayman Islands are Grand Cayman, Little Cayman and
Cayman Brac. Due to the porous nature of the limestone and the lack of any rivers, the water surrounding these islands offer great visibility.
I had heard great things about live-aboard dive boats so I decided to travel on the Cayman Aggressor IV. I was not disappointed. The Aggressor IV is the best way to dive all three islands in a
week while still enjoying the amenities of a land based resort. If you want to Eat, Dive and Sleep,
the live aboard experience this is the way to go.
The accommodations were great with nine air conditioned staterooms, dining room, an upper-level
sun deck, hot tub, gear storage bins and camera table. The staff and food were absolutely fantastic!
To extend my trip, I also spent 4 days at the Brac Reef Resort located on Cayman Brac. This was
also a delightful experience and I took some of my best photos during this time.
Our first dive of the trip was at Randy’s Gazebo located at Bloody Bay on Little Cayman. Known
for its vertical face, this dive is full of massive barrel sponges. This dive starts by descending into a
chimney at 40 feet which then opens out to the wall at 75 feet. The wall also leads to a natural
arch reef. Because of the width of my strobe arms, I usually swam over the wall to avoid disturbing
the marine life with my camera equipment.
The Meadows is a little farther east along the north shore of Little Cayman. This location has everything from large animals to macro critters. Groupers are everywhere and enjoy being fed Lionfish by the Divemaster. From my observation, the groupers were like puppy dogs and showed no
fear of divers. One of the behaviors I observed was they would actually go “on point” to help the
Divemaster locate the Lionfish. Once the Lionfish was speared, it was then gobbled up by the
grouper.
The Three Fathom Wall dives provided great habitat. There are all sorts of overhangs, holes, arches and swim-throughs. Large schools of French Grunts were on the top of the wall.
At the Donna’s Delight dive site, the reef started at 25 feet. We were treated to sightings of nurse
sharks and hawksbill turtles.
The MV. Captain Keith Tibbetts is a huge 33 foot Russian Destroyer #365. The ship was scuttled
on the north shore of Cayman Brac in 1984 for habitat and recreational diving.
Stingray city is the home of southern stingrays. Although a bit on the touristy side, Stingray City
provided a neat opportunity to interact with the stingrays.
The stingrays began gathering in the area decades ago when fisherman used to clean fish on the
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shallow sand bars. The stingrays would forget their normally shy dispositions and feast on the
guts of the cleaned fish. Soon the stingrays began to associate the sound of a boat motor with
food. In the late 1980s, divers started feeding squid to the stingrays and a new dive location was
created.
The wreck of the Oro Verde was originally named the USS Navajo. This ship was built in 1942 as
an army cargo vessel. It was then retired to the tropics where it served as a freighter and later a
drug-smuggling ship. It ran aground in 1976 and then was sunk as a dive wreck in 1980.
The USS Kittiwake, built in 1945, is the newest wreck in the Cayman Islands. It is 251 feet long
and served as a submarine rescue vessel until 1994. On January 5, 2012, the USS Kittiwake was
sunk just off West Bay, Grand Cayman Island for recreational diving.
For me, Nancy’s Cup of Tea, was one of the highlights of my trip. Located towards the eastern
point of Jackson Bight, sand patches, hardpan, cuts and pinnacles characterize this site.
Most of my experience when diving with sharks is that they always left the scene – usually in a
hurry. This was not the case at Nancy’s Cup of Tea. Evidently there are three resident Caribbean reef sharks who routinely patrol this area. I was delighted when one of the sharks came within
several feet of my camera position.
The following are a few images from the trip.

School of French Grunts at Three Fathom Wall

8

Queen Triggerfish at Donna’s Delight

Hawksbill Turtle at Nancy’s Cup of Tea
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Oro Verde Wreck

Giant Barrel Sponge at Orange Canyon, Cayman Brac
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MV Captain Keith Tibbetts Wreck

MV Captain Keith Tibbetts Wreck
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Caribbean Reef Shark

Southern Stingray at Stingray City
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USS Kittiwake

USS Kittiwake
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Goatfish on the MV Captain Keith Tibbetts Wreck

Nassau Grouper at Orange Canyon
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Sponges on The Great Wall

Elkhorn Coral at Orange Canyon
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Friendly Black Grouper at Orange Canyon

Randy’s Gazebo
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Icy Waters Make for Excellent Iceland Diving
By Jen Vanderhoof

Every time I told someone I was going to Iceland, they would say two things: “Cool!” followed immediately by “You’re not going to dive there, are you?”
During the last week of May, I did go diving there. And it was more than cool.
The first place we went is called Silfra. Heard of it? It is a stunning fissure in the rift valley between the North American and the Eurasian tectonic plates. They market it as diving between the
plates, which is technically true. But the bottom line is it is beautiful, incredibly unique, and made
up of shades of blue you’ll never see anywhere else in your life.
From the dive.is website: “…the underwater visibility in the Silfra fissure is over 100 meters, which
creates an underwater experience that will rarely, if ever, be surpassed. The reasons for this
astounding water clarity are twofold: the water is cold (2°C - 4°C year round ) as it is glacial water
from the nearby Langjökull and this water is filtered through porous underground lava for 30-100
years until it reaches the north end of Thingvellir lake, seeping out from underground wells. The
Silfra water is as pristine as water can get and you can drink it at anytime during your dive or
snorkel.”
It was 3°C when I was there. I think 3°C sounds colder than 37°F, so that’s what I tell people, because it was freeeeeezing. I knew ahead of time it was going to be super cold, so I tried to come
up with ways to stay warm while still being able to move inside my drysuit. In the end, I added a
layer of polypropylene on top and bottom to my normal winter underwater wear, and I added several disposable hand-warmers to my body (I used 6 total). And it worked, mostly. (Which I am really excited about, as it means I can dive warmer in our coldest winter waters.)
We were supposed to dive three different places over three days, but the weather changed things
around and we ended up at Silfra twice. I was really glad about this because I was so obsessed
with the cold on the first day that I didn’t really take it all in. I didn’t look around and absorb the
beauty of the site and appreciate it. I didn’t have fun with it. So on the second day, I did all that.
I took more photos, looked around more, paid less attention to the cold, and had a lot more fun.
And paid the price with frozen hands afterwards. It seems I have horrible circulation… not everyone had this problem. In fact, no one else did. I’ll get to lessons learned later. But the point is, it
was worth it.
Our third day felt a lot like home: cold, green, saltwater. It was also warmer – a balmy 43°F. We
went to a site called Garður, which is located at the end of the Reykjanes peninsula, about an
hour south of Reykjavík. Garður means garden in Icelandic, and according to dive.is website, the
site contains “a bountiful garden” of over 42 species of marine algae. David Sigurthorsson, our
esteemed guide, told us about the great variety of life in this site and on our first dive we did see a
nice variety of nudibranchs but other than the countless large flounder species, we spent most of
the dive too shallow for the good stuff. For our second dive at Garður, I put in a special request
for what I was most interested in seeing – relatives of two of our most beloved species here in the
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Northwest. Happily our wishes were granted, and we got time in the water with the local lumpsucker (aka, lumpfish) and wolffish (aka, Atlantic catfish, sea wolf).
I had so much fun on the second dive, I didn’t get cold at all, and we had a nice long 65-minute
splash. Unfortunately, that was the end of diving for this trip.
About lessons learned... If I ever dive in water that cold again, and I hope I do, I will likely remove
my inner wrist seals to eliminate the possibility that they restrict blood flow to my hands. In the
end, my hands suffered the most; the rest of my body remained pretty comfortable with the added
layers. I also bought some wonderfully warm and thick gloves made of Icelandic wool to wear inside my dry gloves. In terms of photography, in Silfra it’s a great idea to turn the camera sideways
to accentuate the tall narrowness of the crack. I think I would also try my fisheye next time. And
next time I’d schedule more than one day in the saltwater. I would definitely use dive.is again,
and request David as my guide. Finally, if I go back, next time I’ll be bringing home some of the
Viking Gylltur beer from duty free.

The author at the parking area for Silfra. The parking lot is reserved for divers and
snorkelers only, and it is outfitted with really nice tables for setting up gear.
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It feels like you are diving between the continental plates, which you are.
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The lagoon at the
end of the tour of
Silfra. Hundreds
of snorkelers go
through Silfra
every day. I was
nearly finished
with my second
dive here, when I
noticed an armada of snorkelers
turning the corner into the lagoon, spotting
the exit platform,
and swarming
towards the
warmth of dry
land.

One of the countless flatfish at Gardur.
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One of the many nudibranchs I spotted on our dives at Gardur. I saw at least six species.

The Atlantic lumpsucker! Size of a small football. And what a cool Latin name, too –
Cyclopterus lumpus.
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The wolfish (Anarhichas lupus), which is often found sitting on the sand, unlike our wolf
eels. This one is about 4 feet long. And actually, this guy was spotted just as we’d found
a second lumpsucker, which had to be abandoned to make sure we saw the wolffish. Fantastic way to end our Iceland diving!
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Shooting Gallery

Caribbean Reef Shark, Cayman Islands, Nancy’s Cup of Tea.
By Ken Gatherum
Camera Data: Canon EOS 5D Mark III DSLR Camera in Nauticam UW Housing, Canon EF
16-35 f/2.8 Zoom Lens - 1/100 @ f/14, Dual Sea & Sea YS-D1 Strobes.
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Shooting Gallery

Anilao Philippines, Crystal Blue Resort. In the background, Judi Brooks searches for her
next photographic subject.
By Ken Gatherum
Camera Data: Canon EOS 5D Mark III DSLR Camera in Nauticam UW Housing, Canon EF
16-35 f/2.8 Zoom Lens - 1/100 @ f/14, Dual Sea & Sea YS-D1 Strobes.
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Shooting Gallery

Many-Lobed Ceratosoma (Ceratosoma tenue) taken on Crystal Blue Resort, Anilao, Philippines. Grows up to 12 cm and feeds on sponges
By Ken Gatherum
Camera Data: Canon EOS 5D Mark III DSLR Camera in Nauticam UW Housing, Sigma
50mm f/2.8 EX DB Macro Lens, - 1/100 sec @ f/16, ISO 200, Dual Sea & Sea YS-D1 Strobes.
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Shooting Gallery

Octopus on Eggs, taken on 6/6/2015 at Cove 2. I’ve been following the progress of this octo mom for about two months, and my best guess is that the babies are due sometime in late August to mid-September. I’ve recently been contacted by a Canadian TV crew who wants to film
the blessed event.
By Bob Baily
Camera Data: Canon T2i, 60 mm lens, dual Sea & Sea YS110a strobes, 1/200th shutter
speed, f/11, ISO200
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Shooting Gallery

Small egg-yolk jelly ferrying a colony of larval crabs , Photo taken on 6/9/2015. The jelly is
roughly 2 inches in diameter, so the hitch-hikers are quite tiny, which are baby Cancer Gracilis
(graceful cancer crab).
By Bob Baily
Camera Data: Canon T2i, 60 mm lens, dual Sea & Sea YS110a strobes, 1/100 th shutter speed,
f/11, ISO200 iso 200,
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Upcoming Dive Trip
By John Downing & Ken Gatherum

God’s Pocket Resort, Port Hardy, Vancouver Island, BC
May 13-19, 2016 | Trip Estimate is $2,203.28 (Canadian)
God's Pocket Resort is a land-based diving location for cold water divers.
Accessible only by boat, it is a secluded wilderness spot surrounded by
forested islands and the waterways of the Queen Charlotte Strait.
The resort is about 5 minutes from Browning Pass and the world famous
Browning Wall. Other dive sites (weather and currents depending) include: Barry Islet, Dillon Rock, Nakwakto Rapids, Hunt Rock and various
sites in Bates Pass, to name a few.
One of the featured dives of the trip will be Tremble Rock (AKA Turret
Rock) in the Nakwakto Rapids. The Nakwakto Rapids is located at the
mouth of Seymour Inlet and has been recognized as the fastest tidal
surge in the world, and can run up to 18.5 miles per hour during peak tidal
changes

Richard Salas

There are sites at Gods Pocket that are suitable for divers of all skill levels. Nakwakto Rapids is NOT one of them. (Please access “Additional
Trip Info Link” below for additional information).
Spring is a good time to witness everything being born. Lots of babies
around! The small kelp beds are a nursery containing lots of young sea
life. The visibility is anywhere from 20-100 feet, depending on sunshine
availability.

Richard Salas

The cost for this trip is $2203.28 Canadian $ per person all taxes included. They require a 25% ($550.82) Canadian nonrefundable deposit to
hold your spot. Balance is due March 15 2016. Depending on how quickly
the charter fills, they may require full payment sooner than March 2016 to
be sure you are committed. If we get 12 people to go, the rate drops to
$1,762.63. Canadian per person all taxes included. Transportation to
God’s Pocket Resort is not included.
Trip Contacts:
John Downing – (425) 941-5852, johndo88@gmail.com .
Ken Gatherum – (509) 967-3524, ken.gatherum@gmail.com
Additional Trip Information Link: (Complete Document)

God’s Pocket Resort: http://www.godspocket.com
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Upcoming Dive Trip
By Gene Coronetz

WAKATOBI
APRIL 4 -18, 2016
Wakatobi is a popular upscale 5-star dive resort. Their dive yacht, the “Pelagian” is a world-class
luxurious dive liveaboard accommodating 10 passengers and a crew of 12.
Wakatobi Resort is located on a remote tropical island south of Sulawesi (central Indonesia), a
one and a half hour flight by private charter flight from Bali.
Wakatobi is considered to be at the “epicenter of the world’s most biodiverse marine environment”
with beautiful coral walls, diverse sea life and unusual critters on vibrant protected pristine reefs.

Come join your fellow Marker Buoy Members for a once in a life time experience. This exclusive
resort/dive yacht are truly service oriented and beyond elegance and their prices reflect that; however, we will get some discounts for staying more than 7 nights, and if we get 9 paying, we will get
1 spot free which will be divided among all. We still have 1 double cabin for 2 and 1 single available on the boat and all accommodations available at the resort from the luxurious 2-bedroom villa
to a garden view bungalow. We plan to spend 7 days on the yacht and 7 days at the resort with a
total of 12 days of diving. Come join us for both or for one or the other. The pricing is dependent
on the yacht cabin chosen and/or the bungalow desired, plus the dive package and the private
charter flight.
Check out their website at www.wakatobi.com. To find out more about our trip and the pricing, call
Judi Brooks or Gene Coronetz or e-mail us. A deposit of 25% of your total package for the trip is
due now to hold your spot, so don’t delay.
Judi Brooks: 425-641-2570 e-mail: divegal100@comcast.net
Gene Coronetz: 206-351-9864 e-mail: ecoronetz@gmail.com
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Upcoming Dive Trip
By Pat Gunderson & Ken Gatherum

HOOD CANAL
September 26—27, 2015
Pacific Adventur—”Down Time”
Sund Rock
Glen Ayr Resort

Hood Canal Offers some of the best diving in the Pacific Northwest
September can be one of best times of year for visibility. Our Hood Canal emerald green waters are abundant with
marine life. Wolf eels, giant pacific octopus and lingcod are the big draws but other marine life include clams, crabs,
jelly fish, nudibranchs, oysters, plumose anemones, rockfish, shrimp, scallops, sponges and sea stars.
“Pacific Adventure”: Don Coleman and his boat the “Down Time” have a great reputation for providing quality dive
experiences in Hood Canal. The “Down Time” is 38 feet long vessel with a covered aft deck for gearing up. There is
a large enclosed marine head (bathroom) and a dry area for changing and Drysuit storage.
The “Down Time” will make 2 tank dives on both the September 26th and 27th. Please be at the boat by 9:30am.
Directions and additional information can be found on the website at Pacific Adventure. There are also maps on
Page 2 & 9. The cost for a two-tank dive is $85.00. Please contact Don Coleman to make your reservations – (206)
714-1482 or Email: don@pacadventure.com. Don may be hard to reach by phone. By September he plans to have
an online payment system available.
Normally there are six seats available for each day with a seventh seat being available for dive staff. Pat and Ken
have decided to hold a raffle for the seventh seat on each day.
Dive sites include Pulai Point, Pinnacle, Black Point, Rosie’s Ravine & Goby Garden, Fulton Reef, Flagpole and others. Please refer to the Pacific Adventure website for detailed information – Dive Sites. Dive locations will be determined by weather and diver skill level. At this time the, more challenging dives are scheduled for September 27th. If
all of the divers are seasoned divers, the only difference between the two days will be the tides and weather for a
given site.
Download the complete dive trip document here Complete Document and check out the following;
Pleasant Harbor Marina – See Page 2
Sund Rock: See Pages 3-5
Glen Ayr Resort: See Page 6.
Trip Contacts:


Pat Gunderson – (206) 450-8401, angus1112@msn.com .



Ken Gatherum – (509) 967-3524, ken.gatherum@gmail.com
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Upcoming Dive Trip
By Don Guerin

SCUBA DIVE
GALAPAGOS ISLANDS
When: 09 December 2015 – 19 December 2015
Trip Leader: Suzanne Tierney (Padi Divemaster)
Suzanne.tierney@fulbrightmail.org or 206-498-8615
Cost: $5,940pp double occupancy
Price Includes:
·
·

Three nights stay in Guayaquil, Ecuador (two prior plus one post trip)
Ground transportation between airport and hotel

·

8 days/7 nights on the M/Y Nortada live-aboard – an 85’ motor yacht with a capacity of up to
12 passengers.
Round trip airfare from Guayaquil to Galapagos (Baltra Island)
World Heritage Park Entrance Fees
All dives, air, weights, and weight belt
Land visits/shore excursions
All meals while on live-aboard including snacks, water, coffee, tea, and juices
Tender(transportation) to/from dive sites

·
·
·
·
·
·

Not Included:
· Round trip airfare from Seattle to Guayaquil, Ecuador (Current estimated cost $1,150)
o Note: Each participant must purchase their own flight to/from Guayaquil with an arrival
date of 09 December 2015. Arrangements will be made to pick you up and deliver you
to/from the hotel.
· Meals in Guayaquil
· Tips for live-aboard crew at end of trip.
Payment Schedule:
· $1,485 or 25% deposit at time of booking
· $1,485 or next 25% on or before 31 March 2015
· $1,485 or next 25% on or before 31 July 2015
· Final payment of $1,485 on or before 31 August 2015
Cancellation Fees:
· Cancellations prior to 09 September 2015 = 25% of boat charter per person rate if no replacement with a minimum of $50.
· Cancellations after 09 September 2015 = 100% of boat charter per person rate if no replacement with a minimum of $50.
Live-Aboard charter info: http://galapagosnortada.com
Seller of Travel: Snojoke Ski Club #601-779-662
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About Marker Buoys
The Marker Buoy Dive Club of Seattle meets at 7:00 PM, the first Wednesday of each month
(except July, which is our annual picnic) at the Sunset Hills Community Center, 3003 NW 66th St.
98117 in Ballard. The Marker Buoy Dive Club is one of the most active dive clubs in the Pacific
Northwest. Membership level is around 150. Our members include some that are new to diving
or to the Seattle area. Many have over 1000 dives in their log.
In addition to hosting many dives each month, monthly meetings are held at the Sunset Community Center in Ballard. Monthly meetings give members an opportunity to give reports on club dives
of the previous month, information on upcoming dives, and occasionally slide and video presentations of dives. A guest speaker related to scuba diving, the marine environment, or something of
interest to divers is featured every month. Club-sponsored activities include over 100 dives each
year, dive planning parties, an annual picnic at Woodland Park, and an annual banquet.

General Club Policies
DIVER’S EDUCATION

WEIGHT BELT REPLACEMENT POLICY

The club will reimburse members $15 for successful completion of advanced certification
courses that increases the member’s competency and safety. Limit of 3 reimbursements
per club member per calendar year. Courses
that qualify are advanced diver, rescue diver,
dive master, instructor, nitrox, DAN O2 Provider, and initial First Aid & CPR (nonrenewal). Reimbursement for other courses
subject to board approval. Just show proof of
course completion to David Riley, Treasurer,
for your reimbursement.

The club will reimburse any member who ditches
weights in what they consider an emergency during any dive, anywhere. The reimbursement is
for replacement cost of all items ditched and not
recovered, up to a maximum of $150.

MEET UP/ MARKER BUOYS
Join our members only on-line web group!
Find a last-minute dive buddy, ride, or directions to a dive, trip reports, as well as our
newsletters: http://www.meetup.com/MarkerBuoy-Dive-Club/

SPONSOR A DIVE, EARN AN AIR CARD
Dive hosts receive an Air Card good at local dive
shops when 6 Marker Buoy members participate
on the dive. The Club Oxygen Kit counts as a
buddy as long as one member of the party is O2
trained. Limit of 1 Air Card per club member per
calendar month. The club has two O2 kits - currently with Kimber Chard and Gene Coronets.
To request an air card, complete the
“Dive Host Air Card Request Form” and submit it
to the Treasurer, Dave Riley.

Membership
Members must be a certified diver and 18 years
or older. Any certified diver under 18 is welcome
on club dives if a parent is a club member and
comes as their buddy.

MARKER BUOY 2014 BOARD
President: Mark Wilson

Treasurer: David Riley

Webmaster: Dave Ballard

Vice President: Kimber Chard

Programs: Gene Coronetz

Event Director: Andrea Naert

Secretary: Doug Miller

Newsletter: Todd Olsen

Refreshments: Catherine Knowlson
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