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President’s Message
Involvement is my theme
for this month’s message.

The Club had a busy
April and I’m glad that it
is behind us. The Banquet and Raffle is the
event that requires the
most work to pull off. There are so many people who stepped
up to make it happen that I can’t take the time to thank all of Courtesy of Rapture of the Deep Photography
them. If I do I know that I will miss someone important. Andrea did a great job of bringing everything together with a lot of help from numerous Club members. People stepped up to help set up and take down the tables and chairs, organize the slide
show and even create some special entertainment for the event. And some of the most sought
after raffle items were those donated by other Club members. All in all, it shows what we as a
Club can accomplish when we pull together and get involved.
Elections are fast approaching and we need you to get involved. The Nominating Committee
has been busy putting together a list of candidates and the slate is filled out. We have three new
members coming on the Board this year and as sad as I am to see Todd, Gene and Doug leaving, I’m excited to work with Myra, Josh and Hiller during the upcoming year.
Speaking of Programs and Club member involvement, our programs for May, June and September will be put together by Club Members. Thanks to Jolee, Gene and Bob Bailey for doing this.
We also need everyone to check their Meetup profile to be sure we have an email address. It is
one of the questions you answer when you become part of the Meetup Group. Remember, even
though you get broadcast messages from the Meetup site and private messages from members
in your email, that does not mean we have your email address. Unless it’s in your profile we
don’t have it. Why do we need it? We changed the voting method last year so that everyone
could participate in Board Elections and other voting matters put to the membership. This was
done to recognize the geographic diversity of our members and allow everyone the opportunity
to vote (rather than only those who attend a specific meeting).
Another way to get involved is to take the time to post your upcoming dives on the calendar and
become a dive host. Even if it’s only you and a few of your buddies getting together to dive, post
it on Meetup and maybe a few more members will join you. We want to keep the calendar full
and we need your help. So you’ve never hosted a dive. Don’t let that stop you. Kimber or any
other Club member can help you and answer your questions. First time dive hosts will receive a
five fill air card from Lighthouse Dive Center and if you get six club members to attend, you will
also earn a ten fill card. That’s almost $100.00 in free air for very little work.
So, please get involved and volunteer.
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Cover Photo
Taken by Fritz Merkel
Photo was taken at Verde Island, Philippines on 03/28/15
This is the first time I really understood how exciting wide-angle photography could be. Strobes
were used on max power (more power could have been useful) and f-stop adjusted for proper exposure. Often this meant getting closer than I expected. There's a fine line between too much
and too little light underwater. The exceptional water clarity and light at Verde Island provided a
lot of opportunities along with being pretty forgiving.
Taken with an Olympus E-PL1 (4/3), ISO 200, Speed 1/160, F-stop 6.3, Focal length 14mm.
Using two Sea&Sea YS-01 Strobes

New Members
Welcome to the Club. You’ve joined one of the most active and social dive club’s in the region.
As you can tell from Meetup we have a steady stream of activities going for divers of all experience and skill levels. You are also invited to attend the monthly club meeting. This is a great opportunity to meet club members in person and get into the swing of things. Details are on the
Meetup site.
First time dive hosts will receive a 5 fill air card from Lighthouse Dive Center and if you get 6 Club
members to attend you will also earn a 10 fill card from the dive shop of your choice. That’s almost $100.00 in free air for very little work.

Harry Truitt

John Dorsett

Joel Perry

Rose Lynn

Krzysztof Ostrowski

Matthew Pearson

Jim MacKenzie

Tamsen Byfield

Patric Timmermans

Steve Nordstrom
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MBDC Annual Banquet
Text by Andrea Naert
Photos by Steve Kalilimoku
Another terrific turn-out for the 2015 Marker Buoy Dive Club Annual Banquet! This year's event
was entitle "Scubarbeque!" and it was a whole lot of fun.
About 65 Marker Buoys and a few honored guests got together on Saturday, April 25th at the
Sunset Hill Community Center. The record crowd was enticed to attend the banquet by two important factors: The delicious catering by Famous Dave's Barbeque and the great raffle prizes
provided by our generous supporters.
The evening started off with drinks and conversation while the catering crew set up. Marker
Buoys who hadn't seen each other in a while caught up while others worked to finalize the elements of the party. A lot of the party-goers dressed up in western wear, with boots, fancy belt
buckles and cowboy shirts. A few even sported cowboy hats!
The entertainment for the evening included a music video of an original composition by Carl
Baird. He wrote a song about an octopus who steals a camera and enters a photography contest
and WINS! The crowd really enjoyed it and Carl took a bow to a hearty round of applause.
Dinner was served and the guests enjoyed the buffet. Famous Dave's set out pulled pork, chicken wings, ribs with beans, potato salad and cole slaw and rolls. Just what hard-working divers
want!
After dinner, the raffle drew the crowd's attention. A lot of prizes were won. This year, there were
two Grand Prizes -- a Sola light and a snazzy underwater camera set-up. Pretty rich prizes, if you
ask me!
Catherine Knowlson, renowned dessert baker and the force of nature who provides the refreshments at the club's monthly meetings, set out a spread of desserts that delighted one and all.
The bourbon balls, peach upside-down cake and other items didn't last long.
A special thanks to everyone who arrived early to set up table and chairs and organize the room.
Your help was deeply appreciated. And for those who helped clean up as well -- I cannot do it
without you!
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Muck Diving in the Philippines
By Joyce Merkel

Nine Marker Buoy’s, 2 Canadians, and a diver from Singapore currently living in Kansas, all headed off to the Philippines at the end of March on a trip organized by Marli Wakeling. Marli, a Canadian and photographer, had posted this trip in Dan Clement’s e-photo magazine Pacific Northwest
Diver.
The trip immediately appeal to me because I’d heard such good things
about diving in the Philippines, the
price was very reasonable for a South
Pacific trip, and it was much easier to
get to than others destinations. Most
of all it presented a chance to see
some of the strangest and most interesting underwater critters to be found.
Ones I’d been reading about for
years. So when Doug Miller and Karin Fletcher asked if we’d be interested in joining them, it was a quick decision. The trip completely lived up to
my expectations. Contributing to it all
was the flawless job Marli did of setting up the resorts and transportation.

Fritz and I decided to fly out of Vancouver on Philippine Airlines so that we’d have a direct flight.
There may be even better ways, but a Quick Bus worked easily to take us from Seattle directly to
the Vancouver airport. Ken Gatherum came along with us. Doug Miller and Karin Fletcher drove
up and joined us at the airport where we all meet Marli for the first time. Later Bruce Brown and
Carl Baird showed up near the end of the huge line that formed for check in. We were flying on a
Boeing 777 which is enormous. From Vancouver it was just 12 hours to Manila. We even received 3 meals!! Not great food, but meals…..not peanuts.
Mostly I’m going to let a few photos speak for themselves about the trip. But first I want to give
you an idea of where we dove and the places we stayed.
The main destination was Crystal Blue Resort located in Anilao on south end of the main island of
Luzon. To reach the resort from the airport, a van had been arranged. Everyone, including fellow
Maker Buoys, Gene Coronetz, Judy Brooks, Steve DeBlois, Catherine Knowlson, who came in on
other flights, caught the van. It was a 3 hour drive with the first two being on a well maintained toll
road. The last hour was spent going through the town of Batangas. Narrow streets with all manner of vehicles, mostly small taxis (motor cycles with a side car), motorcycles, Jeepnees, bicycles,
people, and a few vans. How they manage to get anywhere on these crowded streets where
there is only room for 1 ½ vehicles, but they do and with amazing skill. Finally down a narrow
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road along a very steep hillside to the resort of Crystal Blue.
Crystal Blue is beautiful and beautifully run. Yet it felt very homey and comfortable. We dove off
traditional Philippine Banca boats. We dove in groups of 4 divers, 2 boatmen, and a guide to
each boat. Each boat maintained the same group of 7 the whole time we were there. The support people were all Filipino, who took expert care of us. The resort is particularly set up for photographers. There is a separate air conditioned camera room with a well equiped spot for each
person to keep their gear. If you were interested there were even talks given between dives on
photography.
Our dive guide was named Joy. Our foursome consisted of Doug, Karin, Fritz and me. We were
all surprised how much more there was to the diving than merely muck diving. There were many
places where there were colorful reefs full of fish. Much more variety than any of us expected.
The muck diving however did not disappoint. Its where we found most of the more interesting
critters. Frogfish, ghost pipefish, unusual octopus, nudibranchs, stingrays, cuttlefish and more.
Be aware there is garbage on some of the more mucky dives
Anilao is known for the largest variety of nudibranchs in the world. There are over 600 known
species. Those of you who know Karin know that she was in heaven. She was determined to
find at least 1/10 of the species and did. To my surprise, Fritz and I actually found around 45.

Our package included 4 dives a day and somehow our group managed to do all but two of
those…. So 31 with the extra one our first day. Good thing we were diving nitrox.
After eight days of fabulous diving at Anilao, for six of us (Marli, Ken, Judy, Gene, Fritz, and myself) it was time to catch a larger Banca boat to Puerto Galeria province, on the island of Mindoro,
for another 4 days of diving. There we stay at El Galleon Resport near the town of Sabang and
dove with Asia Divers. The 90 minute trip across was a bit bumpy. Even the crew was laughing.
I don’t think any of us was completely dry. Arriving at our new resort was a change of atmosphere. Though we were a five min walk to the town of Sabang, it felt much less islolated from the
surrounding culture than Crystal Blue had been. The rooms were fine if not quite as nice. Once
we got use to the change, the setting was very pleasant. Asia Divers ran an organized operation.
Different than Crystal in several ways, some of which took a bit of adjustment. The dive guides
were all non-Filipino. Our main guide, Jamie, was originally from England. There was a person,
Filipino, assigned to you who took care of your gear for your whole stay. At first it felt invasive as
before each dive he took all our gear out of the bins that had been assigned to us inside and laid
it all out on the dock including our wetsuits. Sometimes it felt like he would almost take your wetsuit off of you after a dive and before you could stop him, try to wash it in their very dirty tanks.
But as Rudy got used to us and we got used to Rudy, adjustments were made and it was really
very nice. The boats were either Banca boats or faster more western boats. Both held more divers. We usually dove with at least 8 divers in a boat and sometimes up to 16. However it was
all run very effectively.
We happen to arrive in Sabang during a bad plankton bloom. Visibility was almost like the NW.
We had one dive where it was less than 10 feet. As a result we paid $25 apiece extra the last two
days to go to Verde Island. It was so worth it. Some of the most colorful and beautiful dives I’ve
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done anywhere. The dive is actually a pinnacle. The whole pinacle is a solid prestine coral reef
as far as you can see in any direction. Everywhere there were thousands of fish. Though this
was wide angle territory, if you could concentrate enough, there were some wonderful macro subjects too. The place made my heart happy.
Our last day we didn’t dive. Instead we all rented a Jeepnee to a place our guide, Jamie, had recommended called White Beach. Our destination was a disappointment but the journey was completely worth it. White Beach turned out to be a tourist resort full of vendor stalls, restaurants,
bars and tattoo parlors. There were skidoos and paragliders on the water. We wandered a bit,
had a beer and went to find our driver to take us back. The ride was a hoot. Fritz and I are not
very tall but Jeepnees are made for people much smaller than us. And because we had paid for
it, people were allowed to catch a ride with us on the way back with out paying. A woman and her
dog joined us, as did a kid who just hung off the back. Great time.
One thing I should warn people about the diving. It is all smaller critters. There are a few places
I’ve heard of in the Philippines where large animals can be found but neither of these are one of
them. However, if you like the strange and wonderful, these are the places for you. I know I want
to go back.
Now for those pictures I promised you awhile back. I’m sure this just won’t be enough so for
more photos of both underwater and above water check out: https://www.flickr.com/photos/
jo_merkel/sets/72157649623738413/
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Shooting Gallery

Lingcod on Glass Sponge, Egmont, British Columbia
By Bruce Kerwin
Camera Data: Nikon D300 camera, Nikon 16 mm wide angle lens, Sea & Sea YS-D1 strobes,
iso 200, F16, shutter speed 1/40
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Shooting Gallery

Diver and Boat, Egmont, British Columbia
By Bruce Kerwin
Camera Data: Nikon D300 camera, Nikon 16 mm wide angle lens, Sea & Sea YS-D1 strobes,
iso 200, F16, shutter speed 1/30
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Shooting Gallery

Zebra Urchin Crab on Variable Fire Urchin, Crystal Blue Resort, Anilao Philippines
By Ken Gatherum
Camera Data: Canon EOS 5D Mark III DSLR Camera in Nauticam UW Housing, Sigma 50MM
f/2.8 EX DB Macro Lens - 1/100 at f/16, ISO 200, Dual Sea & Sea YS-D1 Strobes.
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Shooting Gallery

Hairy Frogfish, Crystal Blue Resort, Anilao Philippines, dive site: Beauty Bay
By Ken Gatherum
Camera Data: Canon EOS 5D Mark III DSLR Camera in Nauticam UW Housing, Sigma 50MM
f/2.8 EX DB Macro Lens - 1/200 at f/16, ISO 100, Dual Sea & Sea YS-D1 Strobes.

The Hairy Frogfish (striated) is a poor swimmer and therefore uses its side fins to walk. The hair
like body extension are called spinules which aid the frogfish to blend into it surroundings. The
frogfish is known as an angler fish. They have a special dorsal spine that has a worm-like lure
which can be used to attract prey.
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Shooting Gallery

Dorid Nudibranch—Ceratosma Alleni, Crystal Blue Resort, Anilao Philippines, dive site:
Beauty Bay
By Ken Gatherum
Camera Data: Canon EOS 5D Mark III DSLR Camera in Nauticam UW Housing, Sigma 50MM
f/2.8 EX DB Macro Lens - 1/200 at f/16, ISO 100, Dual Sea & Sea YS-D1 Strobes.
The external morphology of Ceratosoma alleni is unique among described species of Ceratosoma. It is the only species with prolonged lateral extensions of the notum which contain glandular
arrays on the ventral surface.
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Upcoming Dive Trips
By Dan Clements
Monterey Shootout
August 2015
Trip estimate $800
Want to improve your underwater photography, be inspired by some of the top marine videographers and photographers, and party with a great group of folks? If so, then join us for the NCUPS
2014 Monterey Shootout. Lots of diving, photographing, seminars, and socializing. The exact
dates have yet to be finalized, but the event is normally held in early August. This year we are
looking to charter a boat for our group.
Objectives:
Improve photo skills, harbor seals, sea otter, sea lion, rock fish, macro subjects. Contact Dan
Clements for details.

River and Salt Water Diving
September 6-12, 2015
Trip estimate $1,400/Person
This year we will return to Vancouver Island in September. Spend several days in the Gold, Nimkish, and Campbell Rivers photographing salmon and wide angle with Eiko Jones. Then spend the
next few days diving around Quadra Island. The exact itinerary will depend on river water levels
and fish migration. We will stay at Taku Lodge on Quadra Island. Costs include lodging, two days
river diving with lunch, four days of two tank diving with Abyssal.
Objectives:
Salmon, wide-angle river canyon, sea lion, Salish Sea marine life. Contact Dan Clements for details.
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Upcoming Dive Trip
By John Downing & Ken Gatherum

God’s Pocket Resort, Port Hardy, Vancouver Island, BC
May 13-19, 2016 | Trip Estimate is $2,203.28 (Canadian)
God's Pocket Resort is a land-based diving location for cold water divers.
Accessible only by boat, it is a secluded wilderness spot surrounded by
forested islands and the waterways of the Queen Charlotte Strait.
The resort is about 5 minutes from Browning Pass and the world famous
Browning Wall. Other dive sites (weather and currents depending) include: Barry Islet, Dillon Rock, Nakwakto Rapids, Hunt Rock and various
sites in Bates Pass, to name a few.
One of the featured dives of the trip will be Tremble Rock (AKA Turret
Rock) in the Nakwakto Rapids. The Nakwakto Rapids is located at the
mouth of Seymour Inlet and has been recognized as the fastest tidal
surge in the world, and can run up to 18.5 miles per hour during peak tidal
changes

Richard Salas

There are sites at Gods Pocket that are suitable for divers of all skill levels. Nakwakto Rapids is NOT one of them. (Please access “Additional
Trip Info Link” below for additional information).
Spring is a good time to witness everything being born. Lots of babies
around! The small kelp beds are a nursery containing lots of young sea
life. The visibility is anywhere from 20-100 feet, depending on sunshine
availability.

Richard Salas

The cost for this trip is $2203.28 Canadian $ per person all taxes included. They require a 25% ($550.82) Canadian nonrefundable deposit to
hold your spot. Balance is due March 15 2016. Depending on how quickly
the charter fills, they may require full payment sooner than March 2016 to
be sure you are committed. If we get 12 people to go, the rate drops to
$1,762.63. Canadian per person all taxes included. Transportation to
God’s Pocket Resort is not included.
Trip Contacts:
John Downing – (425) 941-5852, johndo88@gmail.com .
Ken Gatherum – (509) 967-3524, ken.gatherum@gmail.com
Additional Trip Information Link: (Complete Document)

God’s Pocket Resort: http://www.godspocket.com
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Upcoming Dive Trip
By Gene Coronetz

WAKATOBI
APRIL 4 -18, 2016
Wakatobi is a popular upscale 5-star dive resort. Their dive yacht, the “Pelagian” is a world-class
luxurious dive liveaboard accommodating 10 passengers and a crew of 12.
Wakatobi Resort is located on a remote tropical island south of Sulawesi (central Indonesia), a
one and a half hour flight by private charter flight from Bali.
Wakatobi is considered to be at the “epicenter of the world’s most biodiverse marine environment”
with beautiful coral walls, diverse sea life and unusual critters on vibrant protected pristine reefs.

Come join your fellow Marker Buoy Members for a once in a life time experience. This exclusive
resort/dive yacht are truly service oriented and beyond elegance and their prices reflect that; however, we will get some discounts for staying more than 7 nights, and if we get 9 paying, we will get
1 spot free which will be divided among all. We still have 1 double cabin for 2 and 1 single available on the boat and all accommodations available at the resort from the luxurious 2-bedroom villa
to a garden view bungalow. We plan to spend 7 days on the yacht and 7 days at the resort with a
total of 12 days of diving. Come join us for both or for one or the other. The pricing is dependent
on the yacht cabin chosen and/or the bungalow desired, plus the dive package and the private
charter flight.
Check out their website at www.wakatobi.com. To find out more about our trip and the pricing, call
Judi Brooks or Gene Coronetz or e-mail us. A deposit of 25% of your total package for the trip is
due now to hold your spot, so don’t delay.
Judi Brooks: 425-641-2570 e-mail: divegal100@comcast.net
Gene Coronetz: 206-351-9864 e-mail: ecoronetz@gmail.com
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Upcoming Dive Trip
By Don Guerin

SCUBA DIVE
GALAPAGOS ISLANDS
When: 09 December 2015 – 19 December 2015
Trip Leader: Suzanne Tierney (Padi Divemaster)
Suzanne.tierney@fulbrightmail.org or 206-498-8615
Cost: $5,940pp double occupancy
Price Includes:
·
·

Three nights stay in Guayaquil, Ecuador (two prior plus one post trip)
Ground transportation between airport and hotel

·

8 days/7 nights on the M/Y Nortada live-aboard – an 85’ motor yacht with a capacity of up to
12 passengers.
Round trip airfare from Guayaquil to Galapagos (Baltra Island)
World Heritage Park Entrance Fees
All dives, air, weights, and weight belt
Land visits/shore excursions
All meals while on live-aboard including snacks, water, coffee, tea, and juices
Tender(transportation) to/from dive sites

·
·
·
·
·
·

Not Included:
· Round trip airfare from Seattle to Guayaquil, Ecuador (Current estimated cost $1,150)
o Note: Each participant must purchase their own flight to/from Guayaquil with an arrival
date of 09 December 2015. Arrangements will be made to pick you up and deliver you
to/from the hotel.
· Meals in Guayaquil
· Tips for live-aboard crew at end of trip.
Payment Schedule:
· $1,485 or 25% deposit at time of booking
· $1,485 or next 25% on or before 31 March 2015
· $1,485 or next 25% on or before 31 July 2015
· Final payment of $1,485 on or before 31 August 2015
Cancellation Fees:
· Cancellations prior to 09 September 2015 = 25% of boat charter per person rate if no replacement with a minimum of $50.
· Cancellations after 09 September 2015 = 100% of boat charter per person rate if no replacement with a minimum of $50.
Live-Aboard charter info: http://galapagosnortada.com
Seller of Travel: Snojoke Ski Club #601-779-662
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About Marker Buoys
The Marker Buoy Dive Club of Seattle meets at 7:00 PM, the first Wednesday of each month
(except July, which is our annual picnic) at the Sunset Hills Community Center, 3003 NW 66th St.
98117 in Ballard. The Marker Buoy Dive Club is one of the most active dive clubs in the Pacific
Northwest. Membership level is around 150. Our members include some that are new to diving
or to the Seattle area. Many have over 1000 dives in their log.
In addition to hosting many dives each month, monthly meetings are held at the Sunset Community Center in Ballard. Monthly meetings give members an opportunity to give reports on club dives
of the previous month, information on upcoming dives, and occasionally slide and video presentations of dives. A guest speaker related to scuba diving, the marine environment, or something of
interest to divers is featured every month. Club-sponsored activities include over 100 dives each
year, dive planning parties, an annual picnic at Woodland Park, and an annual banquet.

General Club Policies
DIVER’S EDUCATION

WEIGHT BELT REPLACEMENT POLICY

The club will reimburse members $15 for successful completion of advanced certification
courses that increases the member’s competency and safety. Limit of 3 reimbursements
per club member per calendar year. Courses
that qualify are advanced diver, rescue diver,
dive master, instructor, nitrox, DAN O2 Provider, and initial First Aid & CPR (nonrenewal). Reimbursement for other courses
subject to board approval. Just show proof of
course completion to David Riley, Treasurer,
for your reimbursement.

The club will reimburse any member who ditches
weights in what they consider an emergency during any dive, anywhere. The reimbursement is
for replacement cost of all items ditched and not
recovered, up to a maximum of $150.

MEET UP/ MARKER BUOYS
Join our members only on-line web group!
Find a last-minute dive buddy, ride, or directions to a dive, trip reports, as well as our
newsletters: http://www.meetup.com/MarkerBuoy-Dive-Club/

SPONSOR A DIVE, EARN AN AIR CARD
Dive hosts receive an Air Card good at local dive
shops when 6 Marker Buoy members participate
on the dive. The Club Oxygen Kit counts as a
buddy as long as one member of the party is O2
trained. Limit of 1 Air Card per club member per
calendar month. The club has two O2 kits - currently with Kimber Chard and Gene Coronets.
To request an air card, complete the
“Dive Host Air Card Request Form” and submit it
to the Treasurer, Dave Riley.

Membership
Members must be a certified diver and 18 years
or older. Any certified diver under 18 is welcome
on club dives if a parent is a club member and
comes as their buddy.

MARKER BUOY 2014 BOARD
President: Mark Wilson

Treasurer: David Riley

Webmaster: Dave Ballard

Vice President: Kimber Chard

Programs: Gene Coronetz

Event Director: Andrea Naert

Secretary: Doug Miller

Newsletter: Todd Olsen

Refreshments: Catherine Knowlson
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