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President’s Message
Hello Marker Buoy’s

I don’t know about you
but I’m getting very excited about the upcoming
Scubarbeque a.k.a. The
Annual Banquet. Andrea
has been busy securing
the Sunset Hills CommuCourtesy of Rapture of the Deep Photography
nity Center and getting all the food prep in order. She’s got
some lively entertainment in store for everyone as well. My
bag of raffle items is getting filled up with lots of cool stuff and gift certificates. I’m working on a
Grand Prize that I think everyone will want to add to their dive kit. Stay tuned for more details.
The Meetup is in place so please RSVP and pay using PayPal. We were able to hold the costs
down so that the price of admission did not change. We decided to move the venue back to the
SHCC because it give us more flexibility in arranging the facility and the food. This is a social
event and a great time to bring your non-diving partner to see what the Club is all about.

Elections are fast approaching and this month the Nominating Committee will be working hard to
present a slate of candidates to the Board in May. Gene Coronetz, Steve Lodge, Fritz Merkel
and Joyce Merkel have volunteered to be on the Committee. Several members have already
expressed an interest in running for a board position but we still need to fill out the slate of candidates. Don’t wait for them to contact you. If you are interested in serving on the Board let them
know. The Board keeps the Club running smoothly and keeps the activity level up. Speaking
from experience it is a very rewarding job. All positions are open in every election. I would love
it if there were more than one candidate for each Board position.
Speaking of elections we need everyone to check their Meetup profile to be sure that you have
answered the question asking for your email address. All voting on Club matters by the membership is now conducted electronically. If we don’t have your email address, you will not be
able to vote. Voting will be open from June 1 st to the 15th with the results announced soon after.

Have a great month and I look forward to seeing lots of you at the Banquet.
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Cover Photo
Taken by Doug Miller
The photo of a Cockerell’s Dorid was taken at Keystone during a club dive on March 2, 2015.
The Cockerell’s Dorid has become less common in our waters over the last couple of years.

Shot with a Nikon D7000 with a Nikon 60mm macro lens (1/200 @ f 8.0 ISO 200) with dual
strobes.

New Members
Welcome to the Club. You’ve joined one of the most active and social dive club’s in the region.
As you can tell from Meetup we have a steady stream of activities going for divers of all experience and skill levels. You are also invited to attend the monthly club meeting. This is a great opportunity to meet club members in person and get into the swing of things. Details are on the
Meetup site.
Ian Iankovski

Larry Lie

Jeff Pack

Rob Rau

Mike Blazer

Matthew Ross

Jason
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MBDC Annual Banquet
By Andrea Naert
Happy Spring, Marker Buoys -The air is warmer, the viz is still (relatively) good and it's a great time to be Salish Sea diver.
Spring brings us many lovely things and among them is the MBDC Annual Banquet. The banquet
is April 25, 2015. The location is the regular meeting place of Sunset Hill Community Center.
The party starts at 5:30 PM and goes until 10:00 PM.
This year, the banquet is entitle "Scubarbeque!" It's a Western-themed dinner, catered by Famous Dave's. Dave's is an award-winning barbeque chain, well-known for delicious food and
friendly service. Feel free to don your favorite Western-themed garb, or make up an outfit that a
scuba-diving cowboy would wear - use your imagination and have fun with it. Tickets are $35.00
per person and the bar is BYOB.
Following tradition, the Annual Banquet is MBDC's single fund-raising event for the year. We raffle off many prizes, including artwork, charter trips, lessons, photography workshops and one of
two surprises. The Grand Prize is always something every diver would love to have.
And, per tradition, MBDC talent will be on display. The traditional photography slide show returns
this year. The slide show plays during cocktails and dinner. Jim McGauhey (thanks, Jim!) has
agreed to coordinate the show. Send any pictures along to Jim for the show. And Carl Baird has
created an octopus-themed music video that I'm certain you will enjoy.
If you need information or want to get involved in the event, please feel free to contact me at andrea.naert@gmail.com or call 206-383-1568.
See you there.
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REEF Training
By Doug Miller
Want to get involved in doing critter surveys for REEF? Here's your
chance to get some critter ID training, get REEF certified and do
some diving.
We are holding a two day REEF event at Salt Water State Park on
May 2 and 3 which will include classes in the event room at the park
and diving as well as socializing. Here is the schedule:
May 2nd


12pm Fish class



3:30pm Fish quiz



5pm Dive and survey (focus on fish)



6:30pm Potluck dinner at the park and review surveys



Folks can camp and stay the night or go home, then…

May 3rd


8am Invertebrates Class



1:45am Dive and survey (focus on fish and inverts)



1pm Invert quiz, BYO lunch and review surveys



2pm Finish

Attendees can buy REEF materials during the classes. These include:


REEF Starter Kit - Everything You Need To Survey - ($38.00 each) Starter Kit Region:
Pacific Northwest (w/deluxe white slate)



REEF Waterproof Identification Cards - ($8.00 each) ID Card Region: Pacific Northwest
Invertebrates



REEF Waterproof Identification Cards - ($8.00 each) ID Card Region: West Coast US &
Canada Fishes



Waterproof Survey Paper - ($0.75 each) Survey Form Region: Pacific Northwest and
Alaska

Please bring cash to the classes for the items you want to buy.
Classes will be given by Rhoda Green and Doug Miller. Space is limited so RSVP on Meetup
soon to reserve your spot.
For more information on the classes, please contact Doug Miller (doug@milltechmarine.com).
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Better Balance for Divers
By Sue Bream
Balance is defined by Merriam Webster as “The state of having your weight spread equally so
that you do not fall” or “the ability to move or to remain in a position without losing control or falling.”
When you think about scuba diving and
balance, what comes to mind? White balance, for you photographers? Balanced
regulators perhaps? Balanced ecosystem? How about balancing on your own
two feet with all of your gear on, or on one
foot?
It’s a beautiful spring day in the Pacific
NW, and you are geared up and really
looking forward to getting in the water today for a dive.
On your way down to the beach, while walking on the cobbles, you drop one of your fins and find
it not only to be a hassle to bend down and pick it up, but you lose your balance, and almost sit
down right there and then! You manage to keep it together, pick it up, and get in the water, but
while putting on your fin, a wave comes in and pushes against you just enough that you lose your
footing on the loose cobbles underfoot. These are simple examples of situations where you
might lose your balance as a diver. We could also talk about balancing on the dive boat, especially in choppy waters.
Here are a few suggestions for improving your balance. Can you train your balance on dry land
to help improve your balance with your scuba gear on? I think so. Start with the basics, and
when ready, add some challenges.


Start with the basics.
o Single foot balance. Test your single foot balance by standing on one foot and seeing if you can hold it for 30-60 seconds. Try it with and without your shoes on. A
great way to work on this is to do this while you are doing the dishes, or brushing
your teeth.



Add a challenge.
o Turn your head. Next, try turning your head each way…nice and slow. We rely on
our vision for balance, so this can be a challenge.
o Close your eyes. Be sure and stand near something to grab onto in case you lose
your balance here.
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o Add an unstable base. Adding something unstable,
such as a Bosu or a balance board, is an awesome
way to challenge your balance. It also builds strength
in the right muscles. You can work on these with two
feet and/or a single foot.


Simulate real-life situations.
o Practice walking on cobbles at the beach. Spend
some time at the beach walking on cobbles and pebbles, even better, when they are wet and on a steep
beach!
o Another great way to challenge your balance outdoors
is on a stand up paddle board. Try it at Alki with boats
going by and a little wind.

The biggest balance challenge that I have seen while diving was in Nanaimo last year. A man on
our boat had one leg. He was amazing to watch as he donned his dry suit and got into his BCD.
He required very little help, except getting back up the ladder. Watching him, I was grateful for
my two legs, but also reminded of how much we need our balance as scuba divers.

Sue Bream is an ACSM and ACE certified Personal Trainer and certified Pilates instructor as well
as avid scuba diver. Questions? Email her at sue@suebreamfitness.com.
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Shooting Gallery

Gumboot Chiton Releasing Eggs
Point Hudson, March 2015
By Bruce Kerwin

Nikon D300 with a 60mm lens in a Subal housing
with 2 Sea&Sea YS-D1 strobes, f16, 1/125 sec, iso
200
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Shooting Gallery

Northern Ronquil Showing Mating Colors
Sund Rock, March 2015
By Bruce Kerwin

Nikon D300 with a 60mm lens in a Subal housing
with 2 Sea&Sea YS-D1 strobes, f18, 1/125 sec, iso
200
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Shooting Gallery

Brooding Anemones on Sponge
Deception Pass, Whidbey Island, WA
March 2015
By Bob Bailey

Canon T2i, Sea & Sea RDX550 housing, 28-55mm lens,
dual YS110a strobes1/200, F13, ISO200
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Upcoming Dive Trips
By Dan Clements
Monterey Shootout
August 2015
Trip estimate $800
Want to improve your underwater photography, be inspired by some of the top marine videographers and photographers, and party with a great group of folks? If so, then join us for the NCUPS
2014 Monterey Shootout. Lots of diving, photographing, seminars, and socializing. The exact
dates have yet to be finalized, but the event is normally held in early August. This year we are
looking to charter a boat for our group.
Objectives:
Improve photo skills, harbor seals, sea otter, sea lion, rock fish, macro subjects. Contact Dan
Clements for details.

River and Salt Water Diving
September 6-12, 2015
Trip estimate $1,400/Person
This year we will return to Vancouver Island in September. Spend several days in the Gold, Nimkish, and Campbell Rivers photographing salmon and wide angle with Eiko Jones. Then spend the
next few days diving around Quadra Island. The exact itinerary will depend on river water levels
and fish migration. We will stay at Taku Lodge on Quadra Island. Costs include lodging, two days
river diving with lunch, four days of two tank diving with Abyssal.
Objectives:
Salmon, wide-angle river canyon, sea lion, Salish Sea marine life. Contact Dan Clements for details.
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Upcoming Dive Trip
By John Downing & Ken Gatherum

God’s Pocket Resort, Port Hardy, Vancouver Island, BC
May 13-19, 2016 | Trip Estimate is $2,203.28 (Canadian)
God's Pocket Resort is a land-based diving location for cold water divers.
Accessible only by boat, it is a secluded wilderness spot surrounded by
forested islands and the waterways of the Queen Charlotte Strait.
The resort is about 5 minutes from Browning Pass and the world famous
Browning Wall. Other dive sites (weather and currents depending) include: Barry Islet, Dillon Rock, Nakwakto Rapids, Hunt Rock and various
sites in Bates Pass, to name a few.
One of the featured dives of the trip will be Tremble Rock (AKA Turret
Rock) in the Nakwakto Rapids. The Nakwakto Rapids is located at the
mouth of Seymour Inlet and has been recognized as the fastest tidal
surge in the world, and can run up to 18.5 miles per hour during peak tidal
changes

Richard Salas

There are sites at Gods Pocket that are suitable for divers of all skill levels. Nakwakto Rapids is NOT one of them. (Please access “Additional
Trip Info Link” below for additional information).
Spring is a good time to witness everything being born. Lots of babies
around! The small kelp beds are a nursery containing lots of young sea
life. The visibility is anywhere from 20-100 feet, depending on sunshine
availability.

Richard Salas

The cost for this trip is $2203.28 Canadian $ per person all taxes included. They require a 25% ($550.82) Canadian nonrefundable deposit to
hold your spot. Balance is due March 15 2016. Depending on how quickly
the charter fills, they may require full payment sooner than March 2016 to
be sure you are committed. If we get 12 people to go, the rate drops to
$1,762.63. Canadian per person all taxes included. Transportation to
God’s Pocket Resort is not included.
Trip Contacts:
John Downing – (425) 941-5852, johndo88@gmail.com .
Ken Gatherum – (509) 967-3524, ken.gatherum@gmail.com
Additional Trip Information Link: (Complete Document)

God’s Pocket Resort: http://www.godspocket.com

12

Upcoming Dive Trip
By Gene Coronetz

WAKATOBI,APRIL, 2016
Wakatobi is a popular upscale 5-star dive resort. Their dive yacht, the “Pelagian” is a world-class
luxurious dive liveaboard accommodating 10 passengers and a crew of 12.
Wakatobi Resort is located on a remote tropical island south of Sulawesi (central Indonesia), a 1- ½
hour flight by private charter flight from Bali.
Wakatobi is considered to be at the “epicenter of the world’s most biodiverse marine environment”
with beautiful coral walls, diverse sea life and unusual critters on vibrant protected pristine reefs.

Come join your fellow Marker Buoy Members for a once in a life time experience. This exclusive resort/dive yacht are truly service oriented and beyond elegance and their prices reflect that; however,
we will get some discounts for staying more than 7 nights, and if we get 9 paying, we will get 1 spot
free which will be divided among all. We still have 1 double cabin for 2 and 1 single available on the
boat and all accomodations available at the resort from the luxurious 2-bedroom villa to a garden
view bungalow. We plan to spend 7 days on the yacht and 7 days at the resort with a total of 12
days of diving. Come join us for both or for one or the other. The pricing is dependent on the yacht
cabin chosen and/or the bungalow desired, plus the dive package and the private charter flight.
Check out their website at www.wakatobi.com.To find out more about our trip and the pricing, call
Judi Brooks or Gene Coronetz or e-mail us. A deposit of 25% of your total package for the trip is
due now to hold your spot, so don’t delay.
Judi Brooks: 425-641-2570 e-mail: divegal100@comcast.net
Gene Coronetz: 206-351-9864 e-mail: ecoronetz@gmail.com
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Upcoming Dive Trip
By Don Guerin

SCUBA DIVE
GALAPAGOS ISLANDS
When: 09 December 2015 – 19 December 2015
Trip Leader: Suzanne Tierney (Padi Divemaster)
Suzanne.tierney@fulbrightmail.org or 206-498-8615
Cost: $5,940pp double occupancy
Price Includes:
·
·

Three nights stay in Guayaquil, Ecuador (two prior plus one post trip)
Ground transportation between airport and hotel

·

8 days/7 nights on the M/Y Nortada live-aboard – an 85’ motor yacht with a capacity of up to
12 passengers.
Round trip airfare from Guayaquil to Galapagos (Baltra Island)
World Heritage Park Entrance Fees
All dives, air, weights, and weight belt
Land visits/shore excursions
All meals while on live-aboard including snacks, water, coffee, tea, and juices
Tender(transportation) to/from dive sites

·
·
·
·
·
·

Not Included:
· Round trip airfare from Seattle to Guayaquil, Ecuador (Current estimated cost $1,150)
o Note: Each participant must purchase their own flight to/from Guayaquil with an arrival
date of 09 December 2015. Arrangements will be made to pick you up and deliver you
to/from the hotel.
· Meals in Guayaquil
· Tips for live-aboard crew at end of trip.
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Payment Schedule:
· $1,485 or 25% deposit at time of booking
· $1,485 or next 25% on or before 31 March 2015
· $1,485 or next 25% on or before 31 July 2015
· Final payment of $1,485 on or before 31 August 2015
Cancellation Fees:
· Cancellations prior to 09 September 2015 = 25% of boat charter per person rate if no replacement with a minimum of $50.
· Cancellations after 09 September 2015 = 100% of boat charter per person rate if no replacement with a minimum of $50.
Live-Aboard charter info: http://galapagosnortada.com
Seller of Travel: Snojoke Ski Club #601-779-662
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About Marker Buoys
The Marker Buoy Dive Club of Seattle meets at 7:00 PM, the first Wednesday of each month
(except July, which is our annual picnic) at the Sunset Hills Community Center, 3003 NW 66th St.
98117 in Ballard. The Marker Buoy Dive Club is one of the most active dive clubs in the Pacific
Northwest. Membership level is around 150. Our members include some that are new to diving
or to the Seattle area. Many have over 1000 dives in their log.
In addition to hosting many dives each month, monthly meetings are held at the Sunset Community Center in Ballard. Monthly meetings give members an opportunity to give reports on club dives
of the previous month, information on upcoming dives, and occasionally slide and video presentations of dives. A guest speaker related to scuba diving, the marine environment, or something of
interest to divers is featured every month. Club-sponsored activities include over 100 dives each
year, dive planning parties, an annual picnic at Woodland Park, and an annual banquet.

General Club Policies
DIVER’S EDUCATION

WEIGHT BELT REPLACEMENT POLICY

The club will reimburse members $15 for successful completion of advanced certification
courses that increases the member’s competency and safety. Limit of 3 reimbursements
per club member per calendar year. Courses
that qualify are advanced diver, rescue diver,
dive master, instructor, nitrox, DAN O2 Provider, and initial First Aid & CPR (nonrenewal). Reimbursement for other courses
subject to board approval. Just show proof of
course completion to David Riley, Treasurer,
for your reimbursement.

The club will reimburse any member who ditches
weights in what they consider an emergency during any dive, anywhere. The reimbursement is
for replacement cost of all items ditched and not
recovered, up to a maximum of $150.

MEET UP/ MARKER BUOYS
Join our members only on-line web group!
Find a last-minute dive buddy, ride, or directions to a dive, trip reports, as well as our
newsletters: http://www.meetup.com/MarkerBuoy-Dive-Club/

SPONSOR A DIVE, EARN AN AIR CARD
Dive hosts receive an Air Card good at local dive
shops when 6 Marker Buoy members participate
on the dive. The Club Oxygen Kit counts as a
buddy as long as one member of the party is O2
trained. Limit of 1 Air Card per club member per
calendar month. The club has two O2 kits - currently with Kimber Chard and Gene Coronets.
To request an air card, complete the
“Dive Host Air Card Request Form” and submit it
to the Treasurer, Dave Riley.

Membership
Members must be a certified diver and 18 years
or older. Any certified diver under 18 is welcome
on club dives if a parent is a club member and
comes as their buddy.

MARKER BUOY 2014 BOARD
President: Mark Wilson

Treasurer: David Riley

Webmaster: Dave Ballard

Vice President: Kimber Chard

Programs: Gene Coronetz

Event Director: Andrea Naert

Secretary: Doug Miller

Newsletter: Todd Olsen

Refreshments: Catherine Knowlson
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