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President’s Message

January was a very active month for the Club.
It seems there were dives
happening every weekend day and sometimes
more than one on the
same day. The calendar
is looking a bit barren for
February so take a moment and consider posting a dive (or Courtesy of Rapture of the Deep Photography
two). By the time this is published we will have had another
dive planning party so I’m sure that will generate some postings to the calendar.
We are reaching the midpoint of the renewal period. Our friends at Meetup threw us a curveball
by implementing their own payment system. This system was not compatible with how we run
the Club and with our Bylaws so we had to go back to the old methods of collecting dues. Doug
has gone over this in detail so I won’t bore you with it here. Pay now before the deadline is
reached to avoid membership termination.

We had a busy board meeting agenda last month and have a great start on planning the major
Club events for 2015. Having a board that is experienced and settled into their positions has
made that a much easier task. This is one of the benefits of moving the elections to June.
And speaking of elections please start thinking about them. They will be here before you know
it. One thing you can do is to make sure that your Club Meetup profile questions includes your
email address. We added the email address field about this time last year and if you joined before then, the field could be blank. Even those of you who have been Club members for a long
time need to provide us with your email address. None of the information from the old “Member
Database” was brought into Meetup. If we don’t have your email address you will not be able to
vote in June.
Have a great February and keep diving.
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Cover Photo
Taken by Bob Bailey
Taken the evening of January 21, around 6 PM, at a depth of around 70 feet. It was in the bottle
field on the south side of the fishing pier. The squid was mid-water, approximately 4 feet off the
bottom. Normally they don’t stick around for photos … they don’t like the lights … but this one
would only move about a foot and then stop again, so I managed several photos and this is the
one I liked the best. It’s a typical sized opalescent squid … maybe six inches long.

Camera equipment: Canon T2i, 60mm lens, Sea & Sea RDX550 housing and YS-110a strobes.
Settings: 1/100, F11, ISO200

New Members
Welcome to the Club. You’ve joined one of the most active and social dive club’s in the region.
As you can tell from Meetup we have a steady stream of activities going for divers of all experience and skill levels. You are also invited to attend the monthly club meeting. This is a great opportunity to meet club members in person and get into the swing of things. Details are on the
Meetup site.
Josey Woods
Greg Nicoll

Joli
Matthew Ross

February
Monthly Club Meeting Guest Speaker
By Gene Coronetz
Our guest speaker will be a Scientist from the Cascadia Research Co-Op in Olympia, who will
share with us knowledge pertaining to marine mammal stranding and diver interactions.
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My New Favorite Old Dive Site, Redondo South
By Jen Vanderhoof
If you have read my seajen.com blog, you know I get obsessed with things underwater. "Things."
Usually the things are species. Hooded nudibranchs. Decorated warbonnets. And the obsession stems from the desire to make my idea of a perfect image. I get a vision in my head and return relentlessly to a location until (a) I get what I want or (b) the animals have moved on, left the
building.
My newest obsession is a site. And this obsession is more about discovery than one perfect photo. I guess you could say it is about many imperfect photos.
The site is not new but lately I have been obsessively exploring a part of it that I don't think gets
the bulk of divers' attention. The site is at Redondo Beach, which is known as a singular dive site
but I would argue there are actually two sites there: one leading out from the stairs and MAST
and another leading out from the beach south of the boat ramp. And as these sites are separated
by the fishing pier and each features its own geographic reach, they each deserve a unique
name. I would therefore submit that we start referring to them as Redondo North (entry at the
stairs or the beach north of Salty's) and Redondo South (entry point at the beach south of the
boat ramp). You might think I’m ridiculous, as probably there is a great deal of overlap of these
areas. But humor me for a few more paragraphs? If nothing else, it makes describing your starting point easier.
The first time I dived Redondo South was January 4, 2014. I did it as a Marker Buoy night dive
hosted by Joyce Merkel. I followed Joyce and Fritz around, and it was a good dive. We ended
up seeing more than a couple Pacific spiny lumpsuckers, the primary target of the dive. Two
days later I went there with different buddies but was unable to re-create the profile Joyce set out
(instead, I unfortunately led us through the wood field, and the most exciting thing we saw was
some sunken head shop paraphernalia). But here very recently, I returned to the site after reading reports of 8 lumpsucker sightings in a single dive, and my first time back after my wood-field
hiatus I counted 8 octopus for starters. That was December 13 (12-13-14!!), and I have been getting to know this site better ever since. Most importantly, I now know how to avoid the ugly patch
of woody debris near the boat ramp. The profile I prefer is to swim down to a bottle field at about
85 feet, then slowly come up slope over a field of cockle and moonsnail shells, and finish with
enough air to explore the sandy and intermittently cobbly shallows parallel to the beach. In each
of these areas you will find exactly two things: species you can anticipate and species you cannot.
At 85 feet, in the bottle field, it's an amusement park of muck critters. Tiny red octopus can be
seen reliably in and among the bottles, and all kinds of crazy worms are a surprise every time.
Stubby squid are quite likely, but whether the cockscombs will show up in numbers freeswimming is anyone's guess. You can reliably find sailfin sculpin and pipefish here -- I have seen
the largest bay pipefish of all time -- so big it looked like a snake (I thought it would be a different
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species, but it seems there is only the one species in our waters). In the shallows I recently found
a starry flounder – not at all common unless you are in the Seattle Aquarium. Crescent Gunnels
are the norm, as are a mix of shrimp species I never see elsewhere. (Gives new meaning to the
phrase "shrimp cocktail."). The safety stop zone is spiny lumpsucker-land in winter. But they
seem to vary their preferred depth on any given day based on, what? Time of day? Tide cycle?
Roshambo?
I kept thinking about the muck diving in the Philippines and how this dive site seems to rival some
of their muck sites. This is a site where I consistently wish I could double my underwater time -- a
full hour deep and a full hour shallow. The only reason I hesitate to write about this site is I don't
want it to be the next California: you tell everyone how great it is, then it gets over run. I want it to
be like Seattle: everyone thinks it rains here all the time so no one moves here. Okay, well...
maybe not the best analogy. But this is a special site.
I did a pre-dawn "night dive" there just before the longest night of the year. Besides the usual
suspects, we saw two free-swimming hooded nudibranchs. That morning I had a sailfin sculpin
chase me head-on down slope until I finally had to stop descending. On January 3, my buddy
and I spent most of the dive deep and ended up rushing our search for lumpsuckers. I was about
6 seconds from giving up, throwing in the towel, getting skunked and surfacing when a mediumsized lumpie appeared from nowhere swimming directly at me, hell bent for leather. Have you
ever been chased by a lumpsucker? And on January 11, I did a night dive with the target of finding snailfish. I had some great intelligence, as there had been a Marker Buoy dive the night before. I knew the snailfish were seen between about 45 and 15 feet. We found three! And, as
seems to be the trend, one of them swam at me.
Maybe you have already dived here, maybe you haven't. Regardless -- At Redondo South, expect the unexpected – and the expected.
A note of caution concerning dive safety is warranted at Redondo South.
There is a fishing pier and boat ramp between the entry steps for Redondo North and Redondo South. This means danger from boats, fishing lines and hooks. There have been
close collision calls between boats and diver. In order to avoid these dangers, it is strongly
recommended you heed the following advice:





Avoid diving Redondo South during boating season or enter at least 150 feet south of
the boat ramp
When at your safety stop, shoot a surface marker buoy
Listen for the sound of boat motors and look up before you surface
Surface only when it’s shallow enough to stand up.

Following are photos I took at Redondo South.
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Bay Pipefish and Hermit

Biggest Bay Pipefish Ever
6

Giant Fleshy Scaleworm

Light-Edged Ribbon Worm
7

Sailfin Sculpin Chasing Me

Sailfin Sculpin Not Chasing Me
8

Blacktail Shrimp

Dana’s Blade Shrimp
9

Early-Morning Hooded Nudibranch

Plainfin Midshipman
10

Marbled Snailfish Chasing Me

Marbled Snailfish Acting Innocent
11

Scaleworm On A White-Lined Dirona

Another Shrimp
12

Octo Too Sexy

Octo Without Attitude
13

Pair of High Cockscombs

Very White Grunt Sculpin
14

Spiny Lumpsucker Chasing Me

Spiny Lumpsucker Relaxing
15

Another Worm

Just Yer Basic Stubby
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Ringing in the New Year at Keystone
By Dan Clements
One of the great things about diving are the many quality people you meet. It had been several months
since the photographers got together, so we decided to bring in the New Year with a gathering at Keystone. In spite of the conditions, we had fifteen hearty individuals show up, including Jan Kocian and our
Canadian contingent.
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While everyone was bundled up against the elements, thanks to Pat and Mike Gunderson for offering their
RV as a warm spot for everyone to warm up!
And the photography! As usual, Keystone’s critters came out to
play. Pat Gunderson shot this mosshead warbonnet in need of
ophthalmologic assistance.
Beautiful portrait, and interesting how its eyes can move independently and track different objects.
Next up is Kerry Enns. On this outing Kerry was the octowhisperer. Below the Keystone pilings she spotted two: one

moving gently over the rocks, and the
second on a piling.
Our last shot (below) was taken by Jan
Kocian, who was rigged for wide angle
in macro conditions. Jan is an amazing
craftsman, and a pleasure to dive with!
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Shooting Gallery

Grunt Sculpin
Possession Fingers – South Whidbey Island, WA
By Hal Everett
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Shooting Gallery

Octopus Under Boat
Three Tree Point, Des Moines, WA
By Thom Lee

Dead Octopus
Three Tree Point, Des Moines WA
By Thom Lee
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Shooting Gallery

Hermit Crab
Three Tree Point, Des Moines WA
By Thom Lee
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Shooting Gallery

Opalescent Squid
Redondo Beach, WA
By Bob Bailey
Taken on a very shallow dive along the south beach, in about 10 feet of water. I’ve only a few
times ever found squid on the hunt, and this dive we found four of them.
Camera equipment: Canon T2i, 60mm lens, Sea & Sea RDX550 housing and YS-110a
strobes.
Settings: 1/100, F11, ISO200
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Upcoming Dive Trips
By Dan Clements
Anilao’s Crystal Blue with Marli Wakeling
March, 15-25, 2015
Trip estimate is $1,965/person
Critter expert and outstanding underwater photographer Marli Wakeling is combining forces with
Crystal Blue’s Mike Bartik for a Philippine adventure in the Spring of 2015. Price includes food,
lodging, diving, surface transportation from Manila to the resort. Not included are air to and from
Manila, and alcoholic beverages. A $500 deposit is required to hold a spot. If you are interested,
please contact Marli Wakeling for details.
Objectives: Nudibranchs, frogfish, mimic octo, blue-ring octo, wonderpus octo, blue ribbon eel.
Eastern Mediterranean
April 1 - April 30, 2015
Trip estimate is $10,500/person
After a business class flight from Seattle, we rendezvous in Amman, Jordan, for a visit to Jerash
and Petra. We then board our charter in Aqaba, with planned stops in Eqypt, Cyprus, Antalya and
Kusadasi in Turkey, Rhodos, Delos, Mykenos, Santorini, and Athens, Greece. We finish up in Istanbul with a quick trip to Cappadocia before flying home. This is a combined visit to sites of historical interest with exploring the Eastern Mediterranean’s underwater world. This trip is currently sold
out, but there is a wait list in the event of cancellations.
Objectives:

Antiquities photography, Eastern Mediterranean marine life. Contact Dan Clements for details.

Monterey Shootout
August 2015
Trip estimate $800
Want to improve your underwater photography, be inspired by some of the top marine videographers and photographers, and party with a great group of folks? If so, then join us for the NCUPS
2014 Monterey Shootout. Lots of diving, photographing, seminars, and socializing. The exact
dates have yet to be finalized, but the event is normally held in early August. This year we are
looking to charter a boat for our group.
Objectives:
Improve photo skills, harbor seals, sea otter, sea lion, rock fish, macro subjects. Contact Dan
Clements for details.

River and Salt Water Diving
September 6-12, 2015
Trip estimate $1,400/Person
This year we will return to Vancouver Island in September. Spend several days in the Gold, Nimkish, and Campbell Rivers photographing salmon and wide angle with Eiko Jones. Then spend the
next few days diving around Quadra Island. The exact itinerary will depend on river water levels
and fish migration. We will stay at Taku Lodge on Quadra Island. Costs include lodging, two days
river diving with lunch, four days of two tank diving with Abyssal.

Objectives:
Salmon, wide-angle river canyon, sea lion, Salish Sea marine life. Contact Dan Clements for details.
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Upcoming Dive Trip
By John Downing & Ken Gatherum

God’s Pocket Resort, Port Hardy, Vancouver Island, BC
May 13-19, 2016 | Trip Estimate is $2,203.28 (Canadian)
God's Pocket Resort is a land-based diving location for cold water divers.
Accessible only by boat, it is a secluded wilderness spot surrounded by
forested islands and the waterways of the Queen Charlotte Strait.
The resort is about 5 minutes from Browning Pass and the world famous
Browning Wall. Other dive sites (weather and currents depending) include: Barry Islet, Dillon Rock, Nakwakto Rapids, Hunt Rock and various
sites in Bates Pass, to name a few.
One of the featured dives of the trip will be Tremble Rock (AKA Turret
Rock) in the Nakwakto Rapids. The Nakwakto Rapids is located at the
mouth of Seymour Inlet and has been recognized as the fastest tidal
surge in the world, and can run up to 18.5 miles per hour during peak tidal
changes

Richard Salas

There are sites at Gods Pocket that are suitable for divers of all skill levels. Nakwakto Rapids is NOT one of them. (Please access “Additional
Trip Info Link” below for additional information).
Spring is a good time to witness everything being born. Lots of babies
around! The small kelp beds are a nursery containing lots of young sea
life. The visibility is anywhere from 20-100 feet, depending on sunshine
availability.

Richard Salas

The cost for this trip is $2203.28 Canadian $ per person all taxes included. They require a 25% ($550.82) Canadian nonrefundable deposit to
hold your spot. Balance is due March 15 2016. Depending on how quickly
the charter fills, they may require full payment sooner than March 2016 to
be sure you are committed. If we get 12 people to go, the rate drops to
$1,762.63. Canadian per person all taxes included. Transportation to
God’s Pocket Resort is not included.
Trip Contacts:
John Downing – (425) 941-5852, johndo88@gmail.com .
Ken Gatherum – (509) 967-3524, ken.gatherum@gmail.com
Additional Trip Information Link: (Complete Document)

God’s Pocket Resort: http://www.godspocket.com
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Upcoming Dive Trip
By Gene Coronetz

WAKATOBI,APRIL, 2016
Wakatobi is a popular upscale 5-star dive resort. Their dive yacht, the “Pelagian” is a world-class
luxurious dive liveaboard accommodating 10 passengers and a crew of 12.
Wakatobi Resort is located on a remote tropical island south of Sulawesi (central Indonesia), a 1- ½
hour flight by private charter flight from Bali.
Wakatobi is considered to be at the “epicenter of the world’s most biodiverse marine environment”
with beautiful coral walls, diverse sea life and unusual critters on vibrant protected pristine reefs.

Come join your fellow Marker Buoy Members for a once in a life time experience. This exclusive resort/dive yacht are truly service oriented and beyond elegance and their prices reflect that; however,
we will get some discounts for staying more than 7 nights, and if we get 9 paying, we will get 1 spot
free which will be divided among all. We still have 1 double cabin for 2 and 1 single available on the
boat and all accomodations available at the resort from the luxurious 2-bedroom villa to a garden
view bungalow. We plan to spend 7 days on the yacht and 7 days at the resort with a total of 12
days of diving. Come join us for both or for one or the other. The pricing is dependent on the yacht
cabin chosen and/or the bungalow desired, plus the dive package and the private charter flight.
Check out their website at www.wakatobi.com.To find out more about our trip and the pricing, call
Judi Brooks or Gene Coronetz or e-mail us. A deposit of 25% of your total package for the trip is
due now to hold your spot, so don’t delay.
Judi Brooks: 425-641-2570 e-mail: divegal100@comcast.net
Gene Coronetz: 206-351-9864 e-mail: ecoronetz@gmail.com
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About Marker Buoys
The Marker Buoy Dive Club of Seattle meets at 7:00 PM, the first Wednesday of each month
(except July, which is our annual picnic) at the Sunset Hills Community Center, 3003 NW 66th St.
98117 in Ballard. The Marker Buoy Dive Club is one of the most active dive clubs in the Pacific
Northwest. Membership level is around 150. Our members include some that are new to diving
or to the Seattle area. Many have over 1000 dives in their log.
In addition to hosting many dives each month, monthly meetings are held at the Sunset Community Center in Ballard. Monthly meetings give members an opportunity to give reports on club dives
of the previous month, information on upcoming dives, and occasionally slide and video presentations of dives. A guest speaker related to scuba diving, the marine environment, or something of
interest to divers is featured every month. Club-sponsored activities include over 100 dives each
year, dive planning parties, an annual picnic at Woodland Park, and an annual banquet.

General Club Policies
DIVER’S EDUCATION

WEIGHT BELT REPLACEMENT POLICY

The club will reimburse members $15 for successful completion of advanced certification
courses that increases the member’s competency and safety. Limit of 3 reimbursements
per club member per calendar year. Courses
that qualify are advanced diver, rescue diver,
dive master, instructor, nitrox, DAN O2 Provider, and initial First Aid & CPR (nonrenewal). Reimbursement for other courses
subject to board approval. Just show proof of
course completion to David Riley, Treasurer,
for your reimbursement.

The club will reimburse any member who ditches
weights in what they consider an emergency during any dive, anywhere. The reimbursement is
for replacement cost of all items ditched and not
recovered, up to a maximum of $150.

MEET UP/ MARKER BUOYS
Join our members only on-line web group!
Find a last-minute dive buddy, ride, or directions to a dive, trip reports, as well as our
newsletters: http://www.meetup.com/MarkerBuoy-Dive-Club/

SPONSOR A DIVE, EARN AN AIR CARD
Dive hosts receive an Air Card good at local dive
shops when 6 Marker Buoy members participate
on the dive. The Club Oxygen Kit counts as a
buddy as long as one member of the party is O2
trained. Limit of 1 Air Card per club member per
calendar month. The club has two O2 kits - currently with Kimber Chard and Gene Coronets.
To request an air card, complete the
“Dive Host Air Card Request Form” and submit it
to the Treasurer, Dave Riley.

Membership
Members must be a certified diver and 18 years
or older. Any certified diver under 18 is welcome
on club dives if a parent is a club member and
comes as their buddy.

MARKER BUOY 2014 BOARD
President: Mark Wilson

Treasurer: David Riley

Webmaster: Dave Ballard

Vice President: Kimber Chard

Programs: Gene Coronetz

Event Director: Andrea Naert

Secretary: Doug Miller

Newsletter: Todd Olsen

Refreshments: Catherine Knowlson
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