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President’s Message
Welcome to 2015.

With the holidays behind
us we move into the New
Year with lot’s of activity
before us. The board
will be meeting in January to start planning the
events for the upcoming year including the Banquet and the
two summer social events. We may be asking for your help Courtesy of Rapture of the Deep Photography
with these events and hopefully you will consider volunteering, if asked. And on that note I am going to ask for your help with two things:
First, if you have not paid your dues and you plan to continue to be a Club member please do so
before January 10th. Meetup is making changes to its payment system and after that date the
Club will pay a 7.5% charge to use their new system. You can help out now by paying your dues
before the switch. As of December 28th, 64 out of 177 members have paid their dues for 2015.
Second, take a moment to look at your online Meetup profile and questions. If we do not have
your email address consider answering the question and providing it to us. It will go into the
Club roster which is only distributed to members and not used by Meetup in any way. We will be
holding elections for Board positions in June of this year and that voting will be conducted electronically using email. If we don’t have your email address you will not be able to vote on this or
any other Club matters that require membership votes. Here’s a link to instructions to do this that
were posted in the files section on Meetup. http://files.meetup.com/6196802/How%20to%
20update%20the%20MBDC%20roster.pdf
There is a dive planning party later this month and we need to fill out the calendar for February
and beyond. By the way, the club sponsored 173 dives during 2014.
Be Safe and Be Wet.
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Cover Photo
Taken by Steve Kalilimoku
The Snailfish photo was taken December 28th at Three Tree. The fish was covered by
the Red Slimy leaf seaweed at a depth of 40ft. I was using my new "Dusty" dive light and noticed
the white thru a hole in the leaf. Thinking it was a squid pod, since I saw them earlier in the dive, I
pulled the leaf back. Imagine my surprise when I flipped it over to find the Snailfish. This is the
first time I or Rich had ever seen one at this dive site.
I was using my new E-PM1 Olympus camera with a 14-42mm lens, while using two I-Torch Venusian II. At a setting of f4.2, 1/250th, ISO 400 .

New Members
Welcome to the Club. You’ve joined one of the most active and social dive club’s in the region.
As you can tell from Meetup we have a steady stream of activities going for divers of all experience and skill levels. You are also invited to attend the monthly club meeting. This is a great opportunity to meet club members in person and get into the swing of things. Details are on the
Meetup site.
Dan Radeke
Phill Busch
Hal Everett
Jessica Alexanderson
Douglas Dwyer
Justin Keesee
Eric Askilsrud
Brianne Ankenman
Jill Grossman
Adam Segalla

Monthly Club Meeting Guest Speaker
By Gene Coronetz
Our Guest Speaker is member Dan Clements, accomplished world wide travel adventurer, who
will regale us with his late summer trip to British Columbia, swimming with & filming spawning
salmon. This is a little 'off the beaten path' of our normal style of diving, and promises to be both
informative & entertaining. Let's crowd the hall for Dan!
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Diamond Knot & Neah Bay
by Mark Wilson
This past August a group of us went to Dive the Wreck of the Diamond Knot and several dives out
of Neah Bay. We were diving with Bill Minton of Northwest Dive Charters

Wednesday Night a group of Marker Buoys headed to Port Angeles to be ready for an early
morning start to the Wreck of the Diamond Knot (The Knot). This is one of the premiere wreck
dives in the State. It lies off Tongue Point in about 130 feet of water. The site is deep, exposed,
current sensitive and only really accessible by boat. This limits diving to certain times of the year
for most of us. This was going to be a very special trip because the currents should allow two
dives on the wreck. I’ve made several trips to this site over the years and whenever I’ve tried to
make two dives it has turned into more of an adventure than I wanted.
Wednesday night was spent on the phone with Bill and the others in our group because the
weather looked very iffy for Thursday. Drew Collins, Myra Wisotzky, Mark Saiget and I went to
bed that night not knowing if the trip would happen or not. Rich Moore and his friend decided to
stay at home.
Thursday
The weather reports were proved wrong again and the trip was on. We motored out to the wreck,
hooked it without incident and splashed for the first dive. Mark and I had our scooters and we
managed to tour the wreck from bow to stern and deck to keel. My maximum depth on that dive
was 134’ and the average depth for the dive was 79’ (did I mention that the wreck is deep?). The
visibility was easily 40’ and we ran across one GPO and a wolf eel along with a myriad of fish that
call the wreck home. Current was slack for the entire dive.
The second dive on the wreck had lower visibility and stronger current which prevented the nonscooter folks from doing much more than taking shelter behind the wreck and making a one way
transit of the site before shooting a bag and riding it to the surface. This was anticipated because
we had sent Bill’s hook to the surface at the start of the dive. With the scooters Mark and I were
able to explore more of the deck area and the mast which is encrusted with life.
The original plan was to dive Salt Creek State Park and maybe lake Crescent on Friday while Bill
moved the boat to Neah Bay but we got back into Port Angeles early enough that Bill offered to
head out to Neah Bay Thursday so we could dive there on Friday.
Friday
The same four divers met Bill at the dock early in the morning and headed out to take a Look at
Duncan Rock. Unfortunately the seas and fog were not cooperating and we decided to thumb the
dive. This dive site is very exposed and sits just above the water and when the swell is breaking
over it and the currents are swirling around it is very intimidating. No one groused about not doing the dive.
As an alternative we headed over to Tatoosh Island’s North side. Just to the North of the main
island is a smaller island that is home to a large colony of Stellar Sea Lions. I dove this site a few
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years ago and had a great time playing with them. This year things happened a bit differently. Although we stayed away from their home at least 30 stellars came over to “check us out”. Although
we split into two teams and stayed apart each group attracted at least a dozen sea lions. As the dive progressed our friends became more and more aggressive. They were in our faces and circling
around us and started biting our fins and several mouthed the top of my head. We managed to find
each other but then all the sea lions were harassing us. Their conduct became more and more aggressive and about 30 minutes in we all thumbed the dive. When we surfaced there were about 15
of them bobbing around us with their heads out of the water. I’ll classify this as one of the scariest
creature encounters I’ve ever had underwater.
Our second dive which we did with the same tanks from the first was Mushroom Rock. Visibility was
in the 10’ to 15’ range but there was a lot of life to see.
For our third dive we used some GPS coordinates I got from a previous trip to the area. I remembered the site having great structure, good fish life and a fair amount of other critters. The visibility
was even less than at Mushroom Rock but we all had a good dive anyway. We headed back to
Neah Bay so that we could head to our beds and to get our tanks filled at Curley’s Resort in Seiku.
We also had a change over in people as Drew headed home and Rich Moore, Steve Metzner, Sue
Bream and Joan Hansen arrived.
Saturday
Back out to Duncan Rock to take a look, foiled again as the swell was larger than the day before and
the fog thicker. Sounds like this site will have stay on my must do list.
After looking at Duncan Rock we headed over to a site called Hole in the Wall which is a small wall
and a sheltered bay with a flat bottom broken up with large boulders. The life was sporadic but the
visibility was in the 40’ range so it was pleasant dive.

Our second dive of the day was 3rd Beach Reef. This is a shallow reef just off of (take a wild guess)
3rd Beach. The reef itself must be about half a mile long and shaped like a U (deeper in the middle
than it is at either end. We dropped in about 1\3rd of the way down the reef and rode the current to
the east along the shore side of the structure. Visibility was 40’ or so and there was an abundance
of life of all kinds in the cracks and crevices in the rocks. Most noteworthy for Mark and I was a
GPO out in the open who we were able to watch for about 10 minutes. Our scooters carried us further than most of the group could manage and we surfaced once the reef ran out. The boat was very
far away but my trusty dive alert (I had purchased a new one for this trip) got Bills attention and he
eventually got over to pick us up.
Sunday
This was our last day of diving and after it was done we had to make the long trek back to Seattle.
The first dive was the Wreck of the Andulasia. This ship, which is larger than the Diamond Knot,
sank with a load of timber in 1949. The ship is pretty much collapsed at this time but the wreckage
is covered with life. At least that is what I’m told because Mark and I scootered a short way off the
wreck shortly onto the dive and due to some pesky current and 10’ or less visibility we never found it
again. We did have a nice tour around the area which is a series of rock ridges.
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The Group’s consensus for the second dive was to return to 3rd Beach Reef for a second go around.
This time we dropped at the west end of the reef and again drifted east. Everyone had a great dive
with good visibility and lots of life.
Back at the dock we met up with Sue who went fishing and managed to catch a couple of salmon.
We packed up and started the 4 hour trip back home. Another great trip to Neah Bay was in the
books and all that was left to do was start planning next year’s trip.
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Shooting Gallery

Octopus
Keystone Jetty – Whidbey Island, WA
By Degan Walters

Camera equipment and image data:
Camera: Olympus PEN EMP-1 in Olympus housing
Lens: Olympus M.Zuiko Digital 14-42mm F3.5-5.6 II R
Strobe: Sea & Sea YS-01

9

Upcoming Dive Trips

By Dan Clements
ANILAO’S CRYSTAL BLUE WITH MARLI WAKELING | March, 15-25, 2015
| Trip estimate is $1,965

Contact Marli Wakeling
scubamarli@gmail.com

Critter expert and outstanding underwater photographer Marli
Wakeling is combining forces with Crystal Blue’s Mike Bartik for a
Philippine adventure in the Spring of 2015. Price includes food,
lodging, diving, surface transportation from Manila to the resort. Not
included are air to and from Manila, and alcoholic beverages. A
$500 deposit is required to hold a spot. If you are interested, please
contact Marli Wakeling.

Objectives: Nudibranchs, frogfish, mimic octo, blue-ring octo, wonderpus octo, blue ribbon eel.
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About Marker Buoys
The Marker Buoy Dive Club of Seattle meets at 7:00 PM, the first Wednesday of each month
(except July, which is our annual picnic) at the Sunset Hills Community Center, 3003 NW 66th St.
98117 in Ballard. The Marker Buoy Dive Club is one of the most active dive clubs in the Pacific
Northwest. Membership level is around 150. Our members include some that are new to diving
or to the Seattle area. Many have over 1000 dives in their log.
In addition to hosting many dives each month, monthly meetings are held at the Sunset Community Center in Ballard. Monthly meetings give members an opportunity to give reports on club dives
of the previous month, information on upcoming dives, and occasionally slide and video presentations of dives. A guest speaker related to scuba diving, the marine environment, or something of
interest to divers is featured every month. Club-sponsored activities include over 100 dives each
year, dive planning parties, an annual picnic at Woodland Park, and an annual banquet.

General Club Policies
DIVER’S EDUCATION

WEIGHT BELT REPLACEMENT POLICY

The club will reimburse members $15 for successful completion of advanced certification
courses that increases the member’s competency and safety. Limit of 3 reimbursements
per club member per calendar year. Courses
that qualify are advanced diver, rescue diver,
dive master, instructor, nitrox, DAN O2 Provider, and initial First Aid & CPR (nonrenewal). Reimbursement for other courses
subject to board approval. Just show proof of
course completion to David Riley, Treasurer,
for your reimbursement.

The club will reimburse any member who ditches
weights in what they consider an emergency during any dive, anywhere. The reimbursement is
for replacement cost of all items ditched and not
recovered, up to a maximum of $150.

MEET UP/ MARKER BUOYS
Join our members only on-line web group!
Find a last-minute dive buddy, ride, or directions to a dive, trip reports, as well as our
newsletters: http://www.meetup.com/MarkerBuoy-Dive-Club/

SPONSOR A DIVE, EARN AN AIR CARD
Dive hosts receive an Air Card good at local dive
shops when 6 Marker Buoy members participate
on the dive. The Club Oxygen Kit counts as a
buddy as long as one member of the party is O2
trained. Limit of 1 Air Card per club member per
calendar month. The club has two O2 kits - currently with Kimber Chard and Gene Coronets.
To request an air card, complete the
“Dive Host Air Card Request Form” and submit it
to the Treasurer, Dave Riley.

Membership
Members must be a certified diver and 18 years
or older. Any certified diver under 18 is welcome
on club dives if a parent is a club member and
comes as their buddy.

MARKER BUOY 2014 BOARD
President: Mark Wilson

Treasurer: David Riley

Webmaster: Dave Ballard

Vice President: Kimber Chard

Programs: Gene Coronetz

Event Director: Andrea Naert

Secretary: Doug Miller

Newsletter: Todd Olsen

Refreshments: Catherine Knowlson

11

