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President’s Message
HAPPY HOLIDAYS
The Club will celebrate
the season with a party
on December 4th. Food,
drink and gift thievery.
Who could ask for more?

I hosted a dive planning
party on the 22nd that
Courtesy of Rapture of the Deep Photography
was attended by 18 Marker Buoys. It looked like everyone
had a great time. We added a number of dives to the calendar but there are still some open
spots. It would be great if we could get every weekend through March filled. Take a look at our
calendar and think about hosting a dive. It’s easy to do. We have over 160 members but the
number of members hosting dives is probably less than 20. If you are planning to go diving put it
on the calendar and invite other members along. That’s the only way we can keep the calendar
full and keep up our reputation as the most active Dive Club in the area.
The holidays also mark the start of renewal season. Your 2014 dues are now due. There are
several ways to pay them. If you go to the Meetup site you can use PayPal. You don’t need a
PayPal account to use the service. Your credit card will work. You can also bring a check or
cash to a monthly meeting and give it to Dave Riley or any other Board member. Finally you can
mail a check to the Club’s PO Box.
There is no form to fill out this year so all you need to do is pay. The bard will be reminding everyone over the next few months because we don’t want to drop anyone. Those who have not
paid by the March meeting will automatically be dropped and will need to re-apply. Don’t procrastinate!!! Take a moment as soon as you finish reading the newsletter and just do it.
I hope to see many of you on the 4th. For those who don’t make it, have a happy and safe holiday.
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Cover Photo
Taken by Joyce Merkel

Found this beautiful, very small juvenile wolfeel at the end of a dive at Skyline in early October.
Not only was this a special find, the color at this site can add to any photo. I only had time to take
two shots and was fortunate to get one good one.
Camera - Olympus E-PL1 with a 60mm f2.8 Macro lens and one Sea & Sea Y02 strobe . Settings were Speed 1/160, F-stop 7.1, ISO 400.

New Members
Welcome to the Club. You’ve joined one of the most active and social dive club’s in the region.
As you can tell from Meetup we have a steady stream of activities going for divers of all experience and skill levels. You are also invited to attend the monthly club meeting. This is a great
opportunity to meet club members in person and get into the swing of things. Details are on the
Meetup site.
Bob Bailey
Josh Schripsema
Jesse Hiatt
Duncan Smith
Mike Wilkinson
Aaron Bruce
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Guest Speaker
By Gene Coronetz
It's not your normal club meeting, folks. This is our Holiday Party and your presence is kindly requested.
Featured at this event:
Food -- Yes, we LOVE to eat! Finger foods and snacks will be provided We will also provide
plates, napkins, cups and utensils.
BYOB -- Water, soda and spiced cider will be provided. Please BYOB for any drinks beyond that.
GIFT EXCHANGE -- A new feature for 2014. Bring a wrapped new or "vintage" SCUBA-related
gift (value of $20.00 or less) for the white elephant gift exchange. Numbers are drawn by the participants and gifts selected in numerical order. Some "stealing" by those with higher-order numbers is allowed until everyone has a gift.
COOKIE EXCHANGE —Bake and share holiday cookies!
You must RSVP to Meet Up or Catherine Knowlson CCKnowlson@aol.com by Friday Nov 28th.
Please bring packets of ½ dozen cookies for each participant. You will get to take home ½ dozen
from each participant. We will inform the participants of the final count on Friday, NOV 28.
If possible, bring a plate of extra cookies for snacking at the party (there will be other sweet treats
at the party).
While we encourage participants to contribute homemade cookies, we appreciate that not everyone has the time or inclination to bake. Not a problem! All cookies are invited to the cookie exchange.
Any questions? Please ask Catherine @ ccknowlson@aol.com
Happy baking!
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Raja Ampat
by Bobby Berenson
For those divers who would like to travel to a distant place and seek great adventures,
then Raja Ampat should be on your bucket list. Raja Ampat is part of west Papua and is part of
Indonesia. From what I have gathered, this area of Indonesia has only been explored about 1020 years. This being so, the reefs are very pristine. I have never seen reefs in such great shape.
It is hard to say what they will be like in the next 20 or so years, when more divers begin to travel
here.
My wife and got the opportunity to visit Raja Ampat and see it firsthand. We first flew to Manado
after visiting Hong Kong for three days. We spent three days at the Gangga Island Resort where
we did one day of diving. After this, our package with Grand Komodo took over. From Manado,
we flew to Sorong to start some of the best diving in the world. It is not easy to arrange flights
within Indonesia so arrangements have to be made with an Indonesian based travel agent.
Flights in Indonesia, most of the time do not leave on time so you can be on pins and needles
hoping for your flight to leave on time. Also for us, leaving Gangga Island, could be treacherous
because of the early morning flight to Sorong and having to travel by boat, we did not know
whether we should leave the night before or leave early in the morning. After some talking, it was
decided to leave early in the morning since it was predicted to be calm. We did and there were
no complications. We flew to Sorong and a representative from Grand Komodo met us at the airport. We had to go to immigration and in immigration the immigration authorities did not recognize the Grand Komodo representative so she had to have the driver take us to the main immigration building. After about an hour our paperwork was accepted and we were taken to our hotel.
The next morning we were greeted by the Grand Komodo people and driven to the dock. At the
dock, we were introduced to two more gentlemen, one also from Washington and another from
Germany. We and our gear was loaded on one boat while a group from Taiwan was loaded onto
a second boat for the two-hour plus ride across the Dampier Straits to Mansaur Island, where the
Raja Ampat Dive Lodge is located. After reaching the lodge and going through all the welcoming
process, we got to our room where our dive gear was waiting for us. The dive gear was sorted
and taken to the dive center. It was now time to let the fun begin.
Most of the dive sites are addressed in a book, “Diving Indonesia’s Birds Head Seascape” by
Maureen Shimlock. At the lodge, dive packages are arranged on a Friday-to-Friday basis. The
dives in Raja Ampat are noted for their swift currents, lots of nutrients in the water causing lots of
fish to be abundant. This was certainly true because reef hooks came in handy. Due to the
amount of nutrients in the water, there is not the super visibility someone would expect.
After a week of diving we all packed up our gear and taken back to Sorong to board the Raja Ampat Explorer for a 11 day 10 night liveaboard excursion. The Raja Ampat Explorer is an Indonesian built schooner type boat that has room for 12 divers and a crew of 12. It is owned by Grand
Komodo (www.komodoalordive.com) and also operates the Raja Ampat Dive Lodge. After wait5

ing for all the guests to arrive and then having the usual welcoming briefing, our diving began. The
plan was to motor towards the south for about an hour and then do a checkout dive. We were all
split up into three groups of four and the dive guides would rotate between groups. The boat had
two rigid inflatable type boats used to ferry everyone between the liveaboard and dive site. Max
number of dives per day is four. After the checkout dive, it was now an eleven hour cruise towards
south Raja Ampat and an island called Misool. There we would be hitting dive sites in the southern
part of Raja Ampat for the next few days and then heading back towards the north.
The briefings were well thought out with a sketch of the site, the depth, the strength of current and
what we could expect to see. The currents were strong enough that we used reef hooks to keep
from getting swept down the reefs farther than we wanted. We had to watch out for the occasional
down current. Some of the marine life that we saw were large schools of Jacks, Sweetlips, Baracuda, Fuseliers, etc. We did not see great numbers reef sharks that you would expect but we did
see “Wobbegone“ sharks and “Manta Rays.”
All told, we had such a wonderful time that a return trip is in the plans for next year. I would recommend contacting Grand Komodo and have them assist in arranging the trip of a lifetime.

Wobbegone Shark
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Sweetlips

Cuttlefish
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Lion Fish

Flowering Thorunna
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Manta Ray

Powered Phyllodesmum
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Hawaii
Text by Fritz Merkel
Photos by Joyce Merkel
Shadow Hunter
If you've been diving awhile you've likely realized that diver presence underwater can have an effect on wildlife behavior. Night divers at Cove 2 may have the Harbor Seals use them to find fish.
Seals are pretty intelligent so that's not entirely surprising. A widely know similar phenomenon is
the Manta Dive on the big island of Hawaii using diver lights that attract plankton to feed. Joyce
and I with a couple friends recently did this for the 2nd time. We Used Kona Diving Company as
they are very critter oriented and give advanced divers reasonable room to have their own dive.
As last time we did a 2-tank dive, with a twilight dive to familiarize ourselves with the area in case
the Mantas don't show up we could do a night dive. The first time we did that we ended up with
about 10 minutes of very close interaction with 3 Bottlenose dolphins at 90 feet, followed by our
first Manta at a cleaning station. We hardly felt the need to even go on the Manta dive. But that's
another story.

This evening the twilight dive was nice but not extraordinary. We did get a close pass from a
Manta as we were ascending to the boat. After our SIT, receiving our Manta orientation, and
waiting for it to get dark we dropped in carrying the big LED's they provided. We ended up having
to cover them to even get down as a Manta immediately targeted us for feeding. The show was
5x bigger this year, 15 Mantas compared to 3. It certainly was a lot busier. It is a show that is
certainly worth seeing.
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About 30 minutes into the dive I got the expected tap from the DM that we could now go off on a
bit of a night dive. As I turned, I bumped into something which turned out to be a red two foot
Trumpetfish. Well, other critters do come around for the feeding frenzy so I wasn't terribly surprised. I figured the unusual red color was a night time adaptation. What did surprise me is the
Trumpetfish lined up along my light holding arm like it was shadow hunting.

Trumpet Fish
I've seen that on occasion shadowing other hunters. What was a real surprise is it simply stayed
there. Once I figured out it was using me to hunt I obliged by shining the light down into the reef
for some likely dinner suspects. Occasionally the Trumpetfish would make a quick dart but miss.
After around five plus minutes of doing this I lit up a four inch Cardinalfish and he nailed it in a
flash. I was amazed both by the strike speed (I saw the dart but couldn't see the actual strike),
and the size of the prey. I simply would never have imagined it could eat much more than something about half that size.
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Trumpetfish with prey
It took a good five more minutes before the Cardinalfish was completely gone but you could still see
the Trumpetfish was working on it.
About then the DM signaled a return. That's when the Jacks showed up, or at least when I saw
them. I may have been too preoccupied before to notice. A school of about 8 were using our
group's lights to rapidly hunt the reef and make strikes at sleeping fish. They flashed around, staying low and moving constantly in the light field.
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Jacks Hunting
Like the Trumpetfish you could help them out a bit by being selective on where you shined the light.
It was fun as we don't often get to see overt hunting behavior. The Manta dive is incredible but I
thought this evening hunting foray was every bit as fascinating.
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Nootka Sound
Text by Degan Walters
Photos by Ken Gatherum, Degan Walters, Carl Baird and Bruce Brown
In remote Tahsis B.C., a November morning is a quiet, misty and grey affair. We got our first
view of town on a Saturday so all the boats were still in their driveways and there was no one
about but us divers. As we gathered at the dock to wait for the boat, we watched the faintest sliver of pink emerge over the mountains but otherwise the grey dock was reflected in the grey inlet
and grey as far as the eye good see. We didn't yet realize the amazing array of colors that awaited us just a little ways down the inlet and down into the water.
There were four of us from Marker Buoy; Carl Baird, Bruce Brown, Ken Gatherum and myself - so
new to the group that this was one of the first outings I had seen posted. We had met the day before to load up the truck with our gear (at least 15 tanks and I don't know how many cameras,
plus bags and suitcases) before starting the long drive north. Tahsis is on the wild west coast of
Vancouver Island, not such a bad trek as the crow flies but our route took us through Tsawwassen ferry terminal, by boat to Nanaimo, up island to Campbell River, then east to Gold River
where both the pavement and the cell phone towers ran out. I had plenty of time to get to know
my new friends and we finally pulled up at Tahtsa Dive Charters HQ around 6 PM, tired and hungry.
Tahsis is a tiny blip of a town, so small that in winter there are only 2 restaurants with limited
hours. On Halloween, both were closed because there were hot dogs and fireworks at the local
school so we settled into our rooms at Nootka Gold B&B and got ready for diving. Most people in
town have more than one job; Jude from Tahtsa Dive Charters is also the mayor, while husband
and Captain Scott Schooner works at the fire department and ambulance. Our host at Nootka
Gold B&B, Silvie Keen, also runs the Tahsis Time Grill restaurant and the other restaurant in town
which is also the gas station and grocery store. I really liked the vibe. It's a town that can't support slackers - everyone has to pitch in and be kind and decent.
The Nootka Sound area is huge with a complex system of deep inlets popular with sport fishermen in the summer, as well as kayakers and hikers. The sound also has historical importance.
It's known as “the Birthplace of British Columbia” because this is where Captain James Cook first
came ashore in March 1778. To his relief, the Mowachaht First Nations people wanted to trade
and not attack so the site was named Friendly Cove.
It's possible to go by boat to explore the landing area (and I think I would like to come back to do
this) but our group headed up Espinosa Inlet to “The Gardens” instead, the place Little Espinosa
Inlet empties into the larger Espinosa. It's a relatively narrow passage and that means lots of life.
Captain Scott clearly knows the area very well and the visibility was excellent. We saw swimming
scallops, Noble Sea Lemon nudibranchs, a Giant Dendrenotid nudibranch, huge rock scallops
and a wolf eel dotted across a carpeting of pink strawberry anemones. The pink was startling at
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first, like coming across a girl's birthday party but then there was the yellow of the sea lemon nudibranchs, orange golden dirona nudibranchs, giant purple sea cucumbers, blue bat stars...all the
colors of the rainbow. At one point Bruce and I came across an egg yolk jelly that appeared to be
stuck to the wall but as I look back at my photos I think the strawberry anemones were actually
eating it, very, very slowly.
Topside again, we made our way out to “Double Island” mouth of Esperanza inlet. It's unsheltered and there was a bit of current and chop that made the dive a bit rough. I was having gear
issues and by the time I was finished dealing with them decided to sit this dive out. I was lucky,
the weather was in our favor and so I bobbed about in the sunshine with Scott, watching sea otters and diver bubbles.

I wasn't the only one who was appreciative of the sunshine. Tahtsa's dive boat is fast enough to
get out to the open sea and back in a day but the sacrifice is that it is a pretty bare-bones vessel.
There is no cover or windbreak on the boat, which had caused us a bit of trepidation in the grey
dawn, although it seems that there are many closer dive sites for wetter days. There are also no
bins or dry areas so plan to bring your own dry bag and containers, if that's a need. Finally, there
is no head on the boat either so Captain Scott kept his eyes out for beaches where we could
make a pit stop between dives.
It all worked out and our trip back up the inlet was gorgeous; evergreen covered islands dropping
right into sea, rocky outcrops full of tide pools and otters, sea lions and eagles making an appearance at regular intervals. When we stopped for fuel the caretaker told us that his dogs had cornered a bear under one of the cabins the night before. This place is teeming with life.
Our third dive of the day (and where we stayed for the rest of the trip), was Mozino Point. This is
the darling of Nootka Sound, close enough to Tahsis that a boat can get there in ten minutes but
diverse enough to serve up a different dive every time. Mozino Point is the site of the lighthouse
at the junction of Tahsis Inlet and Tahsis Narrows, an area that sees a huge interchange of water
and is hundreds of feet deep. Captain Scott told us that 90% of the time the tide is flowing out to
sea but on our afternoon dive it had got itself turned around and was heading into town. There
was a bit of confusion underwater and then the consensus was to go with the flow.
The colors at Mozino Point are even more spectacular than the Gardens. Pink and red strawberry
anemones start of the splendor, decorating rocks, barnacles, scallops without prejudice. Nudibranchs all of kinds and colors lay around languidly. Then we arrive at the cloud sponges, eggshell white and just as fragile, surrounded by several kinds of rockfish and tunicates and a few
white reticulated sponges thrown in for good measure. Farther below this are the rare and fragile
Gorgonian corals which we would see the next day.
The dive boat comes out of the water at night and although it seems safe enough to leave all the
gear on it (Scott told us that many homes don't even have keys), he was going out with a group of
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hikers before us in the morning and needed room for them. The late departure combined with the
daylight savings fall back meant that we had much more time to kill in the morning than I'm used
to on a dive trip - and frankly more than made me comfortable, considering our 12 hour journey
home - but we were organized and at the dive site in no time. From the lighthouse it was down
140 feet or so to get a look at the rare Gorgonian corals. These are lurid pink fan-shaped corals,
some fuzzy with polyps out feeding and some closed up, looking dormant and stony. I saw one
that had an orange peel nudibranch draped over several coral protrusions. Sea pens seem to
grow in abundance in the area so we saw a lot of those near them and from there we made our
way back up through the cloud sponges, checking in each of them for any critters that might be
hiding out. Then into the strawberry (anemone) fields for more pink, more scallops the size of
dinner plates, huge barnacles fishing, swimming scallops chattering like false teeth through the
water, and decorator crabs in all the latest fashions. Coming up towards our safety stop I realized
we had covered quite a bit of distance and the scenery had changed again. Here was ribbony
kelp, purple sea urchins, and some perch. A few feet below the surface, Bruce pointed out a
small jelly to me and we realized at the same time that there was a smack of them, all around us.
I surfaced laughing and ready to do the whole thing again. A five star dive, to be sure.
We waited only as long as we had to before getting back in the water again but we passed the
time eating granola bars and watching the sea lions hunting not far from the boat. He wasn't
bothered by us at all but as soon as we entered the water he cruised by us to take a look. This
dive was similar in features to the previous day, substituting the deep Gorgonians for the inclusion
of a huge China rockfish and a wolf eel but it was equally delightful and made me wish that this
amazing site was not quite so far away.

Tahsis by Degan
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Carl Baird searches the kelp for his next photographic subject at “The Gardens” by Ken

Rockfish Circle above White-plumed Anemone at “Double Island” by Ken
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Rock Scallops reside among Strawberry Anemones, sponges and tube worms at Mozino Point by Ken

Carl Baird moves in for some close-up photography of Gorgonian coral at Mozino Point by Ken
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Nootka Jelly by Bruce

Light-Bulb Tunicate by Carl
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Bat Star by Carl

Colors by Degan
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Gorgonian Coral by Bruce

Gorgonian Coral and Sea Pen by Degan
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Sea Star by Bruce

Stalked Hair Sea Squirt by Carl
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The Group: left to right, Ken Gatherum, Carl Baird, Bruce Brown, Peter Ozen, Degan Walters and
Barb Roy of Orca Oceanic Diving & Photography
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Shooting Gallery

Alabaster Nudibranch
Three Tree North Point – Burien, WA
By Ken Gatherum
This photo was taken on a recent dive trip at Three Tree North Point in Burien. My dive buddy,
Jim Rakowski, and I had thought we had been “skunked” until we came across a group of 20-30
of these nudibranchs on our trip back to shore.
I thought the nudibranch was small, until I saw the small snail shell in front of it.
Camera equipment and image data:
Canon EOS 5D Mark III DSLR Camera in a Nauticam UW Housing.
Canon EF 100mm f/2.8L Macro IS USM Lens – 1/200 sec at f/22, ISO 500
Dual Sea & Sea YS-D1 Strobes
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Keystone Jetty, Whidbey Island
By Ken Gatherum

Keystone Jetty is rapidly becoming one of my favorite dive sites. Keystone Jetty is a rocky breakwater near the Keystone ferry dock that is abundant with marine life. I try to stop by here on my
way to and from Anacortes and the San Juan Islands.
The critters are accustomed to seeing divers so it is usually very easy to get close to the marine
life and the water visibility is normally better than the Seattle area.
There are two main dive areas – “The Jetty” and “The Pilings”. Both of these area provide excellent dive opportunities. Since this is a state park you will need a Discover Pass or pay a $10.00
parking fee.
Camera Data: Canon EOS 5D Mark III with Sigma 15mm f/2.8 EX Diagonal Fisheye, Nauticam
NA-5DMKIII Housing and dual Sea & Sea YS-D1 Strobes.
Exposure: 1/100 sec at f/9.0, ISO 1250
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Possession Fingers
By Steve Kalilimoku
This photo was taken at Possession Finger's, Nov 16th, at a depth of 55ft, at the beginning of our
first dive. It was the largest Decorated Warbonnet I have ever seen, 7 inches at least.
Camera Data: The photo was taken on my point and shoot Canon ELPH 300. Light source was
my hand held Princeton light and my camera's built in flash with a diffuser.
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Upcoming Dive Trips

By Dan Clements
ANILAO’S CRYSTAL BLUE WITH MARLI WAKELING | March, 15-25, 2015
| Trip estimate is $1,965

Contact Marli Wakeling
scubamarli@gmail.com

Critter expert and outstanding underwater photographer Marli
Wakeling is combining forces with Crystal Blue’s Mike Bartik for a
Philippine adventure in the Spring of 2015. Price includes food,
lodging, diving, surface transportation from Manila to the resort. Not
included are air to and from Manila, and alcoholic beverages. A
$500 deposit is required to hold a spot. If you are interested, please
contact Marli Wakeling.

Objectives: Nudibranchs, frogfish, mimic octo, blue-ring octo, wonderpus octo, blue ribbon eel.
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About Marker Buoys
The Marker Buoy Dive Club of Seattle meets at 7:00 PM, the first Wednesday of each month
(except July, which is our annual picnic) at the Sunset Hills Community Center, 3003 NW 66th St.
98117 in Ballard. The Marker Buoy Dive Club is one of the most active dive clubs in the Pacific
Northwest. Membership level is around 150. Our members include some that are new to diving
or to the Seattle area. Many have over 1000 dives in their log.
In addition to hosting many dives each month, monthly meetings are held at the Sunset Community Center in Ballard. Monthly meetings give members an opportunity to give reports on club dives
of the previous month, information on upcoming dives, and occasionally slide and video presentations of dives. A guest speaker related to scuba diving, the marine environment, or something of
interest to divers is featured every month. Club-sponsored activities include over 100 dives each
year, dive planning parties, an annual picnic at Woodland Park, and an annual banquet.

General Club Policies
DIVER’S EDUCATION

WEIGHT BELT REPLACEMENT POLICY

The club will reimburse members $15 for successful completion of advanced certification
courses that increases the member’s competency and safety. Limit of 3 reimbursements
per club member per calendar year. Courses
that qualify are advanced diver, rescue diver,
dive master, instructor, nitrox, DAN O2 Provider, and initial First Aid & CPR (nonrenewal). Reimbursement for other courses
subject to board approval. Just show proof of
course completion to David Riley, Treasurer,
for your reimbursement.

The club will reimburse any member who ditches
weights in what they consider an emergency during any dive, anywhere. The reimbursement is
for replacement cost of all items ditched and not
recovered, up to a maximum of $150.

MEET UP/ MARKER BUOYS
Join our members only on-line web group!
Find a last-minute dive buddy, ride, or directions to a dive, trip reports, as well as our
newsletters: http://www.meetup.com/MarkerBuoy-Dive-Club/

SPONSOR A DIVE, EARN AN AIR CARD
Dive hosts receive an Air Card good at local dive
shops when 6 Marker Buoy members participate
on the dive. The Club Oxygen Kit counts as a
buddy as long as one member of the party is O2
trained. Limit of 1 Air Card per club member per
calendar month. The club has two O2 kits - currently with Kimber Chard and Gene Coronets.
To request an air card, complete the
“Dive Host Air Card Request Form” and submit it
to the Treasurer, Dave Riley.

Membership
Members must be a certified diver and 18 years
or older. Any certified diver under 18 is welcome
on club dives if a parent is a club member and
comes as their buddy.

MARKER BUOY 2014 BOARD
President: Mark Wilson

Treasurer: David Riley

Webmaster: Dave Ballard

Vice President: Kimber Chard

Programs: Gene Coronetz

Event Director: Andrea Naert

Secretary: Doug Miller

Newsletter: Todd Olsen

Refreshments: Catherine Knowlson
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