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President’s Message
WOW

That’s about all I can say
when looking at the dive
calendar over the past
few weeks. We’ve been
able to put together lots
of dives at all times during the week and the turnout has been exuberant. Steve
Kalilimoku posted that we have averaged 12 dives a month
during 2014 and I can believe it. Our motto that we are the
area’s most active dive club is more than just hype; it’s a fact!!!

Courtesy of Rapture of the Deep Photography

Thanks to all the dive hosts for making this happen. That’s where everything starts. Please take
a moment when you are on a dive to thank the host for all their efforts. And think about hosting
your own dive. It’s very easy to do. Find an open time on the calendar when you want to dive
and select a dive site. It’s that easy. If you have a date and time but are not sure how to take
the next step reach out to Kimber Chard who is our dive coordinator and ask him for help. Dive
hosts can (and many who have hosted dives in the past month or so did) qualify for a 10 fill air
card at the dive shop of their choice. And anyone who hosts a dive for the first time automatically qualifies for a 5 fill air card from Lighthouse Dive Shop.
I want to thank all of you for supporting the Bylaw changes that the Board proposed. The hope
is that it will make management of the Club more efficient and that it will encourage participation
by more people in running the Club.
There was a meeting at the Mukilteo City Hall on October 21st outlining the City’s plan for the
waterfront. There are major changes in the works there that will essentially eliminate access to
one of the Puget Sound’s most popular dive sites. If we are going to preserve diver access to
this area we are going to need to be involved. The Board will be considering how the Club
should be involved at our November meeting. If you have an interest in working on this project
please contact any board member.
Fall diving is some of the best. New critters come out, parking is better because fewer people
are out, the visibility is usually improving and there is much less sweating involved in gearing up
and getting into the water. Get out get wet and enjoy the season.
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Cover Photo
Taken by Fritz Merkel

I took this photo of a Candy Stripe Shrimp at Skyline on Oct. 18. Viz was about 15 feet. I took
probably a dozen shots with some tweaking in Photo Shop afterwards. Elusive, difficult little critters to shoot.
Camera - Olympus EPL-1 with +5 diopter and Sea&Sea YS-01 single strobe 1/160 @ f13.

New Members
Welcome to the Club. You’ve joined one of the most active and social dive club’s in the region.
As you can tell from Meetup we have a steady stream of activities going for divers of all experience and skill levels. You are also invited to attend the monthly club meeting. This is a great opportunity to meet club members in person and get into the swing of things. Details are on the
Meetup site.
Degan Walters
JoLee Ford
Dennis Bey
Jamil Haque
Tom Canter

Guest Speaker
By Gene Coronetz
Our guest this month will be Jim Rakowski, a photographer of some renown in southern California, who has recently returned from Isla Mujeres off of the Yucatan coast of Mexico. While there
he swam & filmed the magnificent whale sharks that congregate during the summer months;
Come see the excitement Jim has captured, and learn who's who in providing access to them at
an affordable cost. Thanks to Fritz Merkel for connecting Jim with our club! .
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Mukilteo Waterfront Master Plan
By Andrea Naert
Here's an update on the Mukilteo Arts and Parks presentation that a few Marker Buoys attended
on Tuesday.
The presentation was a high-level overview of the two options under consideration for the eventual development of Mukilteo's Waterfront. You can see more here: http://www.ci.mukilteo.wa.us/
Page.asp?NavID=306.
The option that is currently most favored is the hybrid "Playful and Evolving" design. It lends itself
to the needs of the various groups that enjoy the use of the waterfront. It also adds transportation
options and tries to facilitate the heavy traffic and tough parking issues faced in the area. Here is
a link to the presentation: http://www.ci.mukilteo.wa.us/SIB/files/Downtown%20Waterfront%
20Master%20Plan%20Open%20House%20Presentation.pdf
Here is where it gets relevant to us: I'd like to direct your attention to the "Potential Marine Sanctuary" section. Check out the Master Plan document and see where they suggest that feature be
added. You will note that it is far east of the area we dive, take pictures and collect crab. According to those at the meeting who are far more familiar than I with that section, the bottom is featureless and muddy, with little habitat to support the animals and activities we love. And, as a
Marine Sanctuary, it's a "no-take" area.
What can we do to ensure our voices are heard? We can still weigh in with ideas and opinions
because no final decision has been made. Formal public review of the Master Plan will take
place in December 2014 and January 2015. The final decision is slated for April 2015. Between
now and then, you can contact Patricia Love at at 425-263-8041 or at plove@ci.mukilteo.wa.us.

Thank you all for your efforts to support a healthy and safe diving community.
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Annual Pumpkin Carving Dive
by Mark Wilson
Marker Buoy Dive Club and Boeing Seahorses held our annual event in West Seattle on October
25, 2014. The weather cooperated and the rain held off for the entire event. We put 3 carving
teams with a total of 7 divers in the water and there was a like number from the Seahorses. Our
Club also had a strong shore support team to back up the dive teams. Between the divers and
the shore support about 20 people attended the event.
All of the divers must have read Brian’s informative article in last month’s newsletter because all
the pumpkins seemed to go down without incident. An hour later the seawall was festooned with
the underwater creations. Prizes were awarded and lo and behold everyone who carved a pumpkin won a prize. The judges this year were particularly kind and there was no prize awarded for
“Best used as pumpkin pie”.
Special thanks go out to Andrea and Catherine who baked treats for the pre-dive activities. No
Costco muffins for this crowd. Thanks to the Boeing Seahorses for providing hot dogs and drinks
for the post dive activities. Thanks to Jim Mcgauhey for videotaping the underwater carving. And
a special thanks to Lighthouse Diving, Sea Soft, Underwater Sports and Evergreen Dive Services
for providing prizes. Remember to thank them next time you are in their shop.
Jim McGauhey’s video of the event is available at http://vimeo.com/110394235.
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Shooting Gallery

No photos were submitted!

A good photo is a terrible thing to waste.

Please don’t let it happen again.
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Upcoming Dive Trips
By Dan Clements
ANILAO’S CRYSTAL BLUE WITH MARLI WAKELING | March, 15-25, 2015
| Trip estimate is $1,965

Contact Marli Wakeling

scubamarli@gmail.com

Critter expert and outstanding underwater photographer Marli
Wakeling is combining forces with Crystal Blue’s Mike Bartik for a
Philippine adventure in the Spring of 2015. Price includes food,
lodging, diving, surface transportation from Manila to the resort. Not
included are air to and from Manila, and alcoholic beverages. A
$500 deposit is required to hold a spot. If you are interested, please
contact Marli Wakeling.
Objectives: Nudibranchs, frogfish, mimic octo, blue-ring octo, wonderpus octo, blue ribbon eel.
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About Marker Buoys
The Marker Buoy Dive Club of Seattle meets at 7:00 PM, the first Wednesday of each month
(except July, which is our annual picnic) at the Sunset Hills Community Center, 3003 NW 66th St.
98117 in Ballard. The Marker Buoy Dive Club is one of the most active dive clubs in the Pacific
Northwest. Membership level is around 150. Our members include some that are new to diving
or to the Seattle area. Many have over 1000 dives in their log.
In addition to hosting many dives each month, monthly meetings are held at the Sunset Community Center in Ballard. Monthly meetings give members an opportunity to give reports on club dives
of the previous month, information on upcoming dives, and occasionally slide and video presentations of dives. A guest speaker related to scuba diving, the marine environment, or something of
interest to divers is featured every month. Club-sponsored activities include over 100 dives each
year, dive planning parties, an annual picnic at Woodland Park, and an annual banquet.

General Club Policies
DIVER’S EDUCATION

WEIGHT BELT REPLACEMENT POLICY

The club will reimburse members $15 for successful completion of advanced certification
courses that increases the member’s competency and safety. Limit of 3 reimbursements
per club member per calendar year. Courses
that qualify are advanced diver, rescue diver,
dive master, instructor, nitrox, DAN O2 Provider, and initial First Aid & CPR (nonrenewal). Reimbursement for other courses
subject to board approval. Just show proof of
course completion to David Riley, Treasurer,
for your reimbursement.

The club will reimburse any member who ditches
weights in what they consider an emergency during any dive, anywhere. The reimbursement is
for replacement cost of all items ditched and not
recovered, up to a maximum of $150.

MEET UP/ MARKER BUOYS
Join our members only on-line web group!
Find a last-minute dive buddy, ride, or directions to a dive, trip reports, as well as our
newsletters: http://www.meetup.com/MarkerBuoy-Dive-Club/

SPONSOR A DIVE, EARN AN AIR CARD
Dive hosts receive an Air Card good at local dive
shops when 6 Marker Buoy members participate
on the dive. The Club Oxygen Kit counts as a
buddy as long as one member of the party is O2
trained. Limit of 1 Air Card per club member per
calendar month. The club has two O2 kits - currently with Kimber Chard and Gene Coronets.
To request an air card, complete the
“Dive Host Air Card Request Form” and submit it
to the Treasurer, Dave Riley.

Membership
Members must be a certified diver and 18 years
or older. Any certified diver under 18 is welcome
on club dives if a parent is a club member and
comes as their buddy.

MARKER BUOY 2014 BOARD
President: Mark Wilson

Treasurer: David Riley

Webmaster: Dave Ballard

Vice President: Kimber Chard

Programs: Gene Coronetz

Event Director: Andrea Naert

Secretary: Doug Miller

Newsletter: Todd Olsen

Refreshments: Catherine Knowlson
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