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President’s Message
Wow Labor Day is here.
Usually this would be
cause for celebration because it ushers in Fall
and better viz but this
summer has been different. This year it’s been
beautiful weather and
beautiful viz.

Courtesy of Rapture of the Deep Photography

The dive calendar has been filling up so there are lots of opportunities for members of all skill levels to get in some bottom time. Thanks to everyone who
has stepped up to host dives. When you are on a Club Dive don’t forget to thank the host for
putting it together. We are a volunteer Club and it is only through the efforts of everyone that we
can be as active as we are.
We are hosting our first summer social event at Saltwater State Park on September 14 th. This
was a direct result of feedback we got from members that the annual picnic was too difficult to
attend due to the date (on a weekday at 6:00PM) and location (Woodland Park). We plan to institute this as an annual event, move the location around to make it easier for members in all areas to attend and have a diving component as well as a social one. Next year the plan will be to
hold it in August to have a better chance of good weather. For this year we will just cross our
fingers and hope. We will still have the picnic in July because we do get good attendance and it
has become somewhat institutionalized.

There are some important changes to the Bylaws that the Board will be presenting at the September Club Meeting. These amendments will be voted on at the October meeting by adopting
a new set of Bylaws. I discussed this in an email earlier and we requested input via a survey.
The changes are to:
·

Alter the term of Board members from a calendar year to July 1 through June 30. This will
allow new Board members an easier transition to their duties.

·

Requires existing Board members to serve until their replacement is elected or appointed.
Last year we wound up with a vacancy on the Board because the term expired, the current Board member was not able to continue due to term limits and there was no replacement to nominate.

·

Create a nominating committee to present a slate of candidates to the Board and the
membership. This committee will have at least one non-board member.

·

Institute electronic voting for all future matters so that members do not have to attend a
Club meeting to cast their vote. This will give everyone who is a member the opportunity
to cast a vote without having to attend a meeting.
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·

Remove term limits for Board positions. The survey did reveal some mixed feelings about
this item but the overall response was to remove them from all positions.

·

Make a few housekeeping changes that better reflect the current operations of the Club.

Included in the Newsletter is a set of Bylaws showing the changes. These have been approved for
adoption by the Board and we recommend that you support the changes. Unfortunately you will
have to attend the October Club meeting to cast your vote.

Cover Photo
Taken by Drew Collins
A curious Steller Sea Lion checking out the camera lens at Tatoosh Island, Neah Bay.
Image and equipment data:
Canon 5DM3, Nauticam Housing, Canon 8-15mm Fisheye, Kenko 1.4 Teleconverter ISO 800
15 mm 1-160 sec at f - 5.6

New Members
Welcome to the Club. You’ve joined one of the most active and social dive club’s in the region. As
you can tell from Meetup we have a steady stream of activities going for divers of all experience and
skill levels. You are also invited to attend the monthly club meeting. This is a great opportunity to
meet club members in person and get into the swing of things. Details are on the Meetup site.

Raja Loganathan
David Rosenbaum
Andrew Eve
Bruce Moen

Guest Speaker
By Gene Coronetz
Program: Doug Miller will lead a discussion which derives from the Charter Dive we did in California
at the end of May. His Wife, Karen, Judi Brooks, her niece & brother in law, & myself were all involved in an emergency rescue in which, sadly, the diver died.

Bring your own insights & questions. What OUGHT we ask when booking a dive charter. Are certs
enough? How often does a vendor practice rescue? Is the entire crew so trained?
New divers & new members are especially encouraged to attend this meeting. There's a lot to be
learned from a tragedy such as this
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Proposed Bylaw Changes
MARKER BUOY DIVE CLUB BYLAWS SEATTLE, WASHINGTON
Amended September 2013October 2014
ARTICLE I - CLUB NAME

A. The club name shall be Marker Buoy Dive Club.
B. The club newsletter shall be the Buoy Tender.
ARTICLE II - PURPOSE OF THE CLUB
A. To promote SCUBA diving activities.
B. To aid and promote sensible conservation.
C. To inform membership of legislation.
D. To promote diving safety and education.
ARTICLE III - MEMBERSHIP
A. Requirements
1. Each member shall complete and sign any documents required by the Board of Directors and shall pay dues as required.
2. There shall be two classifications of Members:
a) Full Member
1. Must be a certified SCUBA diver.
2. Must be 18 years old or older.
b) Honorary Member
1. Shall be proposed by a Club Member and approved by a majority vote
of the Board of Directors.
2. Must be 18 years old or older.
3. Shall receive all benefits of a Full Member.
4. Shall not pay dues
5. The status of an Honorary Member may be reviewed/renewed/revoked
at intervals as deemed appropriate by the Board of Directors.
6. Shall complete and sign a any documents required of a Full Member
upon being granted honorary membership.
3. All active members must join the Club Meetup group.

B. Dues
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1. Shall be payable in January of each year.
2. The amount of the dues shall be determined by the Board of Directors. Changes in
dues shall be approved by a 2/3 majority vote of the current members in attendance
at a regular club meetingmembers who cast votes. Voting shall be conducted in accordance with Article V.
3. Members who have not paid their dues by the March meeting will be terminated and
shall not participate in Club activities nor retain any Club privileges. Once terminated, an individual must re-apply for membership, pay dues and sign any required
documents.
ARTICLE IV - BOARD OF DIRECTORS
A. The Board of Directors
1. Shall consist of 4 elected Officers and 5 elected Board Members. Officers and
Board Members shall be elected as specified in Section C below.
2. Shall at all times be responsive to the needs of the Club Membership in relation to
the purpose of the Club.
3. Shall endeavor to conduct the business of the Club in the most efficient and responsible manner possible.
4. Shall have authority to appoint committee chairpersons as deemed appropriate.
5. The officers and board positions shall be:
a) President
1. Shall preside over all Club Meetings.
2. Shall have been a Club Member for at least one year when nominated.
b) Vice President
1. Shall act as President in the President's absence.
2. Shall be the official Club Dive Coordinator.
c) Secretary
1. Shall record the proceedings of the regular meetings.
2. Shall maintain a complete set of Buoy Tender newsletters in a permanent file, as a record of the club meetings.3.2. Shall handle Club correspondence.
4.3. Shall maintain the Board of Directors meeting minutes in a permanent file.
5.4. Shall maintain an up-to-date Members’ roster.
d) Treasurer
1. Shall conduct the financial affairs of the Club.
5

2. Shall be responsible for obtaining, storing and issuing air cards.
3. Shall be responsible for issuing membership cards.
e) Board Member Number 1, Event Coordinator.
1. Shall be responsible for organizing Club Social
Functions including but not limited to the Annual
Banquet and the Annual Picnic
f) Board Member Number 2, Programs
1. Shall be responsible for Club monthly speaker and education.
g) Board Member Number 3, Editor
1. Shall be the Newsletter Publisher-editor responsible for the assembly
and distribution of the monthly newsletter.
2. Shall publish proceedings of the monthly meetings in the Buoy Tender,
which shall constitute the official club meeting minutes.
h) Board Member Number 4, Refreshments
1. Shall be responsible for organizing the refreshments for the monthly
meeting.
i) Board Member Number 5, Webmaster
1. Shall be responsible for the operation and maintenance of the Clubsponsored Website and other online Club systems.
B. Terms of office
1. Shall be one year for all the Board of Directors. Those board members elected to
serve from January 1 to December 31 of 2014 shall have their terms extended
through June 30, 2015.
2. Shall last from January 1 through December 31.July 1 through June 30 of the following year or until their replacement is elected or appointed in accordance with these
Bylaws.
3. No member of the Board of Directors shall hold the same office for more than two
consecutive years.4. Any Member of the Board of Directors missing three consecutive Board Meetings, or is not fulfilling the duties of their office, may be removed
from office by a majority vote of the Board of Directors.
C. Elections
1. Nominations shall be at the general Club meeting one month prior to the election.
Nominations will be accepted from the floor at that time.The Board of Directors shall
form a Nominating Committee each year to present a slate of candidates for election. The nominating committee shall consist of at least 3 active Club members one
of whom shall also be a Board Member and at least one of whom shall not be a
board member. The nominating Committee shall broadcast an email to all Club
members inviting them to place their name in consideration for any Board Position.
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A formal slate of candidates shall be presented to the Board by May 15th and that
slate of candidates shall be announced to the membership via email.
2. Election of all Officers and Board Members shall be at the December general Club
meetingconducted during a two week period from June 1st to June 15th. Voting
shall be conducted in accordance with Article V. The Board shall advise the membership of the election results as soon as practical after they close on June 15th.
3. A vacancy occurring in mid-term shall be filled by appointment of a Club Member by
the Board of Directors to serve until the end of the term.
.
4. Voting Procedure
a) Elections shall be the privilege of all Members whose dues are paid in full at
the time of voting.
b) Only those Members present shall vote.c) The majority shall govern. In the
case of a tie, the tossing of a coin shall be the final determining factor of the
election.
5.D. Board of Directors MeetingMeetings
a1) Only Officers and Board Members shall vote.
b2) At least five Officers and/or Board Members must be present
to constitute a quorum and to conduct club business.
c3) Proposals may be made by any club member.
d4) Any club member may attend the Board of Directors meeting.
e5) Approvals of proposals require a majority vote of the attending board members.
ARTICLE V- MEMBERSHIP VOTING
A. Voting shall be conducted by electronic methods as determined by the Board.
B. Each member shall have only one vote per Board position in an election, and one vote on any
other matters put before the members.
C. To be eligible to vote a member must provide the Club Secretary with a valid email address.
D. Electronic voting on all matters shall be open for a two week period unless otherwise specified herein.
E. At the start of any voting period the Secretary shall send an email to all eligible members announcing the start and end dates for the vote to be taken and general instructions on casting
their vote
F. The votes shall be tallied by the Secretary and announced to the membership as soon thereafter as practical.

ARTICLE VI - AMENDMENTS TO THE BYLAWS
A. Amendments to the Bylaws shall be discussed and voted on at a scheduled Board of Directors meeting.
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B. Discussion on the amendment shall be taken up at the next General Meeting and a vote
will be taken at the second General Meetingafter the close of that meeting in accordance
with Article V.
C. Passage will require a 2/3 vote of the attendingvoting Members in good standing.
ARTICLE VIVII - TECHNOLOGY

A. The use of technology such as conference calling and email voting can be used to conduct
Board business.
A. The use of technology such as conference calling and email voting can be used to conduct Board
business.
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The Diamond Knot and Neah Bay
By Drew Collins
August 21 and 22 Myra Wisotzky, Mark Wilson, Mark Saiget and myself enjoyed multiple dives on
'The Diamond Knot' and at Neah Bay. I took the sunset shot at Tongue Point from Salt Creek
Park the evening before our first day of diving. The 'Knot' sits in about 140 fsw about 200 yards
off Tongue Point. Thursday morning we boarded Bill Minton's (Northwest Dive Charters) 'Slack
Tide II' for a day on the 'Knot'. We were very fortunate to experienced almost zero current on the
first of two dives with well over 50 feet of viz. The life in, on and around the wreck was exceptional. Blue Rockfish mingle with Black, Yellowtail, Quilback, Puget Sound and other Rockfish species. Wolf Eels, Octopus, Sea Stars, Sculpins were all present.

Friday morning we all headed to Neah Bay for a three dive day. First was Tatoosh Island, famous
for the Steller Sea Lion colony. The rocks were loaded with pups, lots of mama's and a few very,
very large and loud bulls. The viz was good, about 30 fsw and the current was all but non existent. We attracted the attention of more than ten Stellers before we dropped. Once in the water,
we found ourselves the center of attention of 15 to 20 Sea Lion's. At first they kept there distance, probably wondering if we were there to play. Soon, within minutes, they began to get
much more curious, very close and finally rather aggressive. After a few minutes of them nipping
at our hoods and dry suits we all decided to exit the water. A wise decision since one solid bite
would result in very serious injury.
At the conclusion of the second dive at Mushroom Rock, made famous by the WOWW exhibit at
the Seattle Aquarium, we had a Gray Whale surface at the bow of Bill's boat.
Altogether an amazing two days of diving in some of Washington's very best, and most dangerous waters.

Steller Sea Lion (Eumetopias jubatus) at Tatoosh Island - ISO 800 15 mm 1-160 sec at f - 5.6
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Diamond Knot Wheel House - ISO 800 14 mm 1-160 sec at f - 5.6
To view a video of the Diamond Knot dive, click on the following link:
http://www.photographyunderwater.net/p222999616/h113c6f9c#h113c6f9c

Giant Green Anemone (Anthopleura xanthogrammica) at Mushroom Rock - ISO 500 16 mm 1-160 sec
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Red Irish Lord (Hemilepidotus hemilepidotus) at Mushroom Rock - ISO 800 18 mm 1-160 sec at f - 7.1

Sunset at Tongue Point - ISO 100 200 mm 1-50 sec at f - 14
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Salmon Safari
By Dan Clements
For several years we have been wanting to take photos of salmon. While we periodically see them
on salt water dives, our understanding was that the best opportunities are shooting in streams and
rivers. Last month five Marker Buoys connected with Eiko Jones in Campbell River on Vancouver
Island, and had an amazing experience. After two days in the river with Eiko, we spent four days
diving with Earl Lowe and Abyssal Diving in the high current Johnstone Strait area between Quadra
and Vancouver Islands.

Out first river adventure was the Gold and Heber Rivers. The entry point is about an hour and a half
drive east of Campbell River, just south of the town of Gold River (see map below).

While the visibility was good, there was quite a bit of fine material suspended in the water, so dealing with backscatter in the photos was challenging. It was still amazing to be in the water with pink
salmon and cutthroat trout, and not have them bolt at the first sign of a diver.

Eiko timed our entry to maximize the chances of obtaining “God Rays” in our photos.
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After spending some time shooting in the Gold River, we moved a few hundred yards up stream into
the Heber River canyon. My oh my, was this spectacular! Crystal clear water bracketed by beautiful
pink granite walls.
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In the picture above Alex Tanz is working a photo subject. There were a few fish in this locale, but
the real attraction were the canyon walls, and shooting through the water up at the surrounding trees
and bridges.

Eiko saved the best for day two. After a short ten minute drive, we arrived at a parking area a short
distance from Campbell River. After lugging our cameras and gear down the trail, and then swimming across the fast flowing Campbell River, Eiko set us up in a pool with a back eddy chocked full
of pink salmon.

It was amazing seeing a wall consisting of thousands and thousands of salmon. At one point Alex
remarked that they were bouncing off his dome port!

It was great finally being able to spend some time in the water with our iconic Northwest salmon.
Pat and Mike Gunderson, Alex Tanz, Kerry Enns, and myself all agreed we need to plan a return trip
where we are better prepared for the conditions and are able to spend more time in the river with the
fish.
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How to Glue on a Drysuit Pocket
By Todd Olsen
On July 26 I posted a question on the Meetup equipment discussion forum asking if anyone had
suggestions on what type of glue to use for gluing a pocket onto a neoprene drysuit. Jim McGauhey
wisely not only replied with what type of glue to use but also how to glue the pocket onto the suit.
I realized from Jim’s instructions that I knew squat about how to glue on a pocket so I did some additional research on the subject. Before I got around to doing the work, Dave Ballard suggested I document the process and publish it in the newsletter. The following is a result of plagiarism of Jim’s
and other internet instruction. This article, as well as getting the pocket glued on, would not have
been possible without the close supervision and instruction from my wife, who already knew way
more about the process than I ever imagined.
So here are the instructions. If you follow them and screw it up, it’s not my fault so don’t come crying to me about how I owe you a new drysuit.
1. Find someone to help you because this is a two person job.
2. Don the drysuit and BCD.
3. Have your helper hold the pocket against your thigh slightly above where your hand falls naturally such that your fingers can reach completely into the bottom of the pocket.
4. Have your helper tape the pocket onto the drysuit. We used blue painter’s masking tape (doesn’t
leave any sticky residue).

15

5. Use tailor's chalk or something similar to draw an outline of where the pocket is supposed to go,
then remove the pocket.

6. Lay the drysuit on a hard surface outside or in a well-ventilated area (glue really stinks).
7. Place a hard support, slightly larger than the pocket, inside the suit leg where the pocket is going
to go but make sure you don’t stretch the neoprene. I used a cookbook. This will help prevent
the neoprene from wrinkling as you glue the pocket on.
8. Apply glue around the inner perimeter of the chalk outline. I purchased the neoprene glue at
UWS and it came with a built-in brush, which worked nicely. Apply four layers of glue but let the
glue dry between layers. You want to make sure to fill the nylon cells. Several thin layers are
better than thick coats.
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9. Do the same glue application for the pocket.

10. Cut a piece of parchment paper to match the chalk outline and place it on the suit where the
pocket will go. Parchment paper will not stick to the glue, thus it will allow you to align the pocket
on the suit before it gets attached.
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11. Place the pocket on top of the parchment paper, aligned inside the chalk outline.

12. Have your helper slowly pull the paper out from between the suit and pocket while you make
sure the pocket remains aligned and the glue on the pocket and the suit make contact. Press
hard on the pocket edges while moving your hand along the pocket as your helper pulls the paper out.
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13. Once the paper has been removed and you make sure the glue on the pocket and suit make
good contact, place weight on the pocket. I used a Thomas Guide, a box of paper and a
ten pound weight.

14. Let it cure for at least 24 hours, 48 would be better.
15. Remove the cookbook from inside the leg before you use the drysuit.
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Upcoming Dive Trips
By Dan Clements
ADAMS RIVER, BC SOCKEYE SALMON RUN | October, 8 - 11, 2014 |
Trip estimate $1,000

Contact Dan Clements

425.418.8755
dan@e-clements.com

This coming Fall will see several hundred thousand sockeye salmon
return to the world famous Adams River. This is an exploratory trip
in anticipation of the dominant 2014 run, where several million salmon return. The plan is for two days of 2 tank boat diving with Copper
Island Diving, including lunch, with afternoon salmon photography/
observation in streams. Price includes lodging and diving, does not
include transportation to Chase, BC.
Objectives: Sockeye salmon.
ANILAO’S CRYSTAL BLUE WITH MARLI WAKELING | March, 15-25, 2015
| Trip estimate is $1,965

Contact Marli Wakeling

scubamarli@gmail.com

Critter expert and outstanding underwater photographer Marli
Wakeling is combining forces with Crystal Blue’s Mike Bartik for a
Philippine adventure in the Spring of 2015. Price includes food,
lodging, diving, surface transportation from Manila to the resort. Not
included are air to and from Manila, and alcoholic beverages. A
$500 deposit is required to hold a spot. If you are interested, please
contact Marli Wakeling.
Objectives: Nudibranchs, frogfish, mimic octo, blue-ring octo, wonderpus octo, blue ribbon eel.
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About Marker Buoys
The Marker Buoy Dive Club of Seattle meets at 7:00 PM, the first Wednesday of each month
(except July, which is our annual picnic) at the Sunset Hills Community Center, 3003 NW 66th St.
98117 in Ballard. The Marker Buoy Dive Club is one of the most active dive clubs in the Pacific
Northwest. Membership level is around 150. Our members include some that are new to diving
or to the Seattle area. Many have over 1000 dives in their log.
In addition to hosting many dives each month, monthly meetings are held at the Sunset Community Center in Ballard. Monthly meetings give members an opportunity to give reports on club dives
of the previous month, information on upcoming dives, and occasionally slide and video presentations of dives. A guest speaker related to scuba diving, the marine environment, or something of
interest to divers is featured every month. Club-sponsored activities include over 100 dives each
year, dive planning parties, an annual picnic at Woodland Park, and an annual banquet.

General Club Policies
DIVER’S EDUCATION

WEIGHT BELT REPLACEMENT POLICY

The club will reimburse members $15 for successful completion of advanced certification
courses that increases the member’s competency and safety. Limit of 3 reimbursements
per club member per calendar year. Courses
that qualify are advanced diver, rescue diver,
dive master, instructor, nitrox, DAN O2 Provider, and initial First Aid & CPR (nonrenewal). Reimbursement for other courses
subject to board approval. Just show proof of
course completion to David Riley, Treasurer,
for your reimbursement.

The club will reimburse any member who ditches
weights in what they consider an emergency during any dive, anywhere. The reimbursement is
for replacement cost of all items ditched and not
recovered, up to a maximum of $150.

MEET UP/ MARKER BUOYS
Join our members only on-line web group!
Find a last-minute dive buddy, ride, or directions to a dive, trip reports, as well as our
newsletters: http://www.meetup.com/MarkerBuoy-Dive-Club/

SPONSOR A DIVE, EARN AN AIR CARD
Dive hosts receive an Air Card good at local dive
shops when 6 Marker Buoy members participate
on the dive. The Club Oxygen Kit counts as a
buddy as long as one member of the party is O2
trained. Limit of 1 Air Card per club member per
calendar month. The club has two O2 kits - currently with Kimber Chard and Gene Coronets.
To request an air card, complete the
“Dive Host Air Card Request Form” and submit it
to the Treasurer, Dave Riley.

Membership
Members must be a certified diver and 18 years
or older. Any certified diver under 18 is welcome
on club dives if a parent is a club member and
comes as their buddy.

MARKER BUOY 2014 BOARD
President: Mark Wilson

Treasurer: David Riley

Webmaster: Dave Ballard

Vice President: Kimber Chard

Programs: Gene Coronetz

Event Director: Andrea Naert

Secretary: Doug Miller

Newsletter: Todd Olsen

Refreshments: Catherine Knowlson
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