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President’s Message

This month’s message
has a bit of a serious
note to it. The Board
took the unprecedented
action of terminating the
membership of 3ric Johanson last month. I’m
not sure if this has ever happened before. This was initially
reported to you by 3ric who pirated my email address and
Courtesy of Rapture of the Deep Photography
used it to broadcast to the membership. Contrary to what
was said in that message this action was not mine alone. The Board was unanimous in its vote
to terminate. The final straw for us was a very personal very public attack against one of our
members. We are a group of people who dive and socialize and we are a family in many ways.
We foster and encourage communication amongst ourselves in whatever method you feel works
best for you. What we will not stand for is public insults and disparaging remarks by one member directed at another. There are other forums that allow that but ours is not one. That’s the
last I have to say on the matter.
The Board will be meeting on August 12th to discuss changing the Bylaws regarding terms and
election of officers. The plan is to present those changes to the membership this month and formally announce them at the September meeting with a vote scheduled for the October meeting.
The survey results were almost unanimous in support of the proposals. If you wish to weigh in
the survey is still open and it will remain so until the Board meeting.
In response to requests from members we will also be planning a South end social event for
September. We will continue the July picnic but going forward we plan to have another social
event on a weekend and with both a dive and social component. This will allow non-diving family
members to attend and have fun and allow those who wish to take on some nitrogen the opportunity to do so. Details to follow.
Actually the Club’s social calendar is very active this month. Doug and Karin hosted a dive BBQ
on the 3rdth and Steve and Catherine are hosting a dive planning party on the 9th. If you’ve never been to either of these events I strongly urge you to do so.
Have a great month.
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Cover Photo
Taken by Ken Gatherum
A China Rockfish poses for a photo as Peggy Zahn descends into the emerald green waters at the
Pinnacle in Hood Canal. Although there is a lot more to see at the 30 foot depth, the visibility did not
clear up until the 65 feet on this day.
Image and equipment data:
Canon EOS 5D Mark III with EF 16-35mm f 2.8 L II Lens At 23mm.
1/30 @ f 10, ISO 1600

New Members
Welcome to the Club. You’ve joined one of the most active and social dive club’s in the region. As
you can tell from Meetup we have a steady stream of activities going for divers of all experience and
skill levels. You are also invited to attend the monthly club meeting. This is a great opportunity to
meet club members in person and get into the swing of things. Details are on the Meetup site.
Jonathan Pugliese
Laura Deneke
John Hammer
Katie Birkett
Jonathan Saenz
Colin McNally

Dive Hosts Wanted
By Mark Wilson
Have you ever hosted a Club Dive? Have you thought about nit but hesitated because you weren’t
sure how to do it? Well, think long and hard about it because the Club will provide anyone who hosts
a dive for the first time with a 5 fill air card from Lighthouse Diving. This is in addition to the 10 fill
card you can receive if you normally receive for hosting a qualifying dive.
There is a Best practices document in the files section on Meetup that gives a lot of advice on what’s
expected of the host and how to go about it. In addition several members have agreed to act as
mentors for new hosts to help them through the process. Contact Kimber Chard if you would like to
have a mentor help you the first couple of times.
To qualify for the 5 fill card you must have:
1. Never hosted a Club dive before.

2. Schedule the dive on Meetup prior to September 30th.
3. Host the dive before October 15th
4. Send in an air card request after the dive. Even if you don’t get the required attendance we
need the air card request. Just write first time host on it and email it to the Club
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Guest Speaker
By Gene Coronetz
Casey McQueen of the "Sound Side Marine Life Rescue Center" will present its' mission to us;
that of rehabilitating marine mammals & birds following injuries from oil spills & other human contact, and make available to those interested the opportunity to participate in their good work.
Bring your ideas and be ready for a lively discussion!

Hood Canal/Yellow House
By Ken Gatherum
Recently I had an opportunity to dive Hood Canal with fellow Tri-City divers, Don and Peggy Zahn
and Beverly Goeman of Edmonds, Washington.
We stayed at The Yellow House located in Hoodsport, Washington. The Yellow House is a vacation rental property available for diver (and non-divers) year round. The Yellow House is specifically suited for dive groups. The house has a full kitchen, comfortable beds, clean rooms, large
hot tub and stainless steel BBQ. Directly across the street is an excellent training ground for both
beginning and technical divers.
On a couple of dives in front of The Yellow House, we observed Kelp Crabs, Red Rock Crabs,
Fried Egg Jellyfish, and other sea life. Unfortunately the visibility is not at its best this time of
year.
We made a couple dives at Sund Rock – both the North and South Walls. Sund Rock is a marine
preserve so marine life is abundant. Divers observed wolf eels and an octopus den. The Giant
White-Plumed Anemones were abundant.
The site has a gravel parking lot, port-o-potty and a dive bench. There is a Beach Access Fee for
Sund Rock which can be paid at the Hoodsport n’ Dive shop.
On our final day, we made two boat dives on the Pacific Adventure boat the “Down Time”. The
first dive was at South Pulai Point and the second dive was at The Pinnacle. The Pinnacle
proved to be my favorite. The visibility cleared up at the 65- 70 depth and provided great views of
large lingcod rock fish and wolf eels.
This also gave Don a great opportunity to get some dive time in with his rebreather.
Here are a few images from the trip.
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Upcoming Dive Trips
By Dan Clements
CAMPBELL RIVER AREA SALMON RIVER AND SALT WATER DIVING |
August, 10-17, 2014 | Trip estimate $1,400/Person

Contact Dan Clements
425.418.8755
dan@e-clements.com

We have a few spaces left for a special Vancouver Island trip in August. Spend two days in the Gold and Nimkish Rivers photographing salmon and wide angle with Eiko Jones. Then spend the
next four days diving around Quadra Island with Abyssal Diving. We
will stay at Taku Lodge on Quadra Island. Costs include lodging,
two days river diving with lunch, four days of two tank diving with
Abyssal.
Objectives: Salmon, wide-angle river canyon, sea lion, Salish Sea
marine life.

ADAMS RIVER, BC SOCKEYE SALMON RUN | October, 8 - 11, 2014 |
Trip estimate $1,000

Contact Dan Clements
425.418.8755
dan@e-clements.com

This coming Fall will see several hundred thousand sockeye salmon
return to the world famous Adams River. This is an exploratory trip
in anticipation of the dominant 2014 run, where several million salmon return. The plan is for two days of 2 tank boat diving with Copper
Island Diving, including lunch, with afternoon salmon photography/
observation in streams. Price includes lodging and diving, does not
include transportation to Chase, BC.
Objectives: Sockeye salmon.
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ANILAO’S CRYSTAL BLUE WITH MARLI WAKELING | March, 15-25,
2015 | Trip estimate is $1,965

Contact Marli Wakeling
scubamarli@gmail.com

Critter expert and outstanding underwater photographer Marli
Wakeling is combining forces with Crystal Blue’s Mike Bartik for a
Philippine adventure in the Spring of 2015. Price includes food,
lodging, diving, surface transportation from Manila to the resort. Not
included are air to and from Manila, and alcoholic beverages. A
$500 deposit is required to hold a spot. If you are interested, please
contact Marli Wakeling.
Objectives: Nudibranchs, frogfish, mimic octo, blue-ring octo, wonderpus octo, blue ribbon eel.

MONTEREY SHOOTOUT | August, 2014 | Trip estimate $800

Contact Dan Clements
425.418.8755
dan@e-clements.com

Want to improve your underwater photography, be inspired by some
of the top marine videographers and photographers, and party with
a great group of folks? If so, then join us for the NCUPS 2014 Monterey Shootout. Lots of diving, photographing, seminars, and socializing. The exact dates have yet to be finalized, but the event is
normally held in late August or early September. This year we are
looking to charter a boat for our group.
Objectives: Improve photo skills, harbor seals, sea otter, sea lion,
rock fish, macro subjects.
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About Marker Buoys
The Marker Buoy Dive Club of Seattle meets at 7:00 PM, the first Wednesday of each
month (except July, which is our annual picnic) at the Sunset Hills Community Center, 3003 NW
66th St. 98117 in Ballard. The Marker Buoy Dive Club is one of the most active dive clubs
in the Pacific Northwest. Membership level is around 150. Our members include some that are
new to diving or to the Seattle area. Many have over 1000 dives in their log.
In addition to hosting many dives each month, monthly meetings are held at the Sunset Community Center in Ballard. Monthly meetings give members an opportunity to give reports on club dives
of the previous month, information on upcoming dives, and occasionally slide and video presentations of dives. A guest speaker related to scuba diving, the marine environment, or something of
interest to divers is featured every month. Club-sponsored activities include over 100 dives each
year, dive planning parties, an annual picnic at Woodland Park, and an annual banquet.

General Club Policies
DIVER’S EDUCATION

WEIGHT BELT REPLACEMENT POLICY

The club will reimburse members $15 for successful completion of advanced certification
courses that increases the member’s competency and safety. Limit of 3 reimbursements
per club member per calendar year. Courses
that qualify are advanced diver, rescue diver,
dive master, instructor, nitrox, DAN O2 Provider, and initial First Aid & CPR (nonrenewal). Reimbursement for other courses
subject to board approval. Just show proof of
course completion to David Riley, Treasurer,
for your reimbursement.

The club will reimburse any member who ditches
weights in what they consider an emergency during any dive, anywhere. The reimbursement is
for replacement cost of all items ditched and not
recovered, up to a maximum of $150.

MEET UP/ MARKER BUOYS
Join our members only on-line web group!
Find a last-minute dive buddy, ride, or directions to a dive, trip reports, as well as our
newsletters: http://www.meetup.com/MarkerBuoy-Dive-Club/

SPONSOR A DIVE, EARN AN AIR CARD
Dive hosts receive an Air Card good at local dive
shops when 6 Marker Buoy members participate
on the dive. The Club Oxygen Kit counts as a
buddy as long as one member of the party is O2
trained. Limit of 1 Air Card per club member per
calendar month. The club has two O2 kits - currently with Kimber Chard and Gene Coronets.
To request an air card, complete the
“Dive Host Air Card Request Form” and submit it
to the Treasurer, Dave Riley.

Membership
Members must be a certified diver and 18 years
or older. Any certified diver under 18 is welcome
on club dives if a parent is a club member and
comes as their buddy.

MARKER BUOY 2014 BOARD
President: Mark Wilson

Treasurer: David Riley

Webmaster: Dave Ballard

Vice President: Kimber Chard

Programs: Gene Coronetz

Event Director: Andrea Naert

Secretary: Doug Miller

Newsletter: Todd Olsen

Refreshments: Catherine Knowlson
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