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President’s Message
Happy June Everyone!!!!
May was a busy month
and June is looking to be
busy as well.

We had quite a few dives
in May and the month was
capped off with the Saltwater State Park Camp and Dive over the Memorial Day
Weekend. Thanks to Steve Kalilimoku for arranging that.
Several folks spent the weekend and others appeared for various parts of the event including the
night dives. The Rangers were very accommodating and helped out by keeping the gates open
after hours so those who wanted to dive and go home could do so.
The Board has been busy as well. At the May meeting we spent a great deal of time discussing
a Club Logo and the desire for members to acquire clothing with the Club Name on it. The result
of that discussion was to not formally adopt a Logo. It was felt that the Club does not really need
one Logo and that there are a number of great designs that Club members have submitted along
with some historic designs. What was important was for the Club to have control over the use of
our name. Rather than choose one logo design the Board decided to Trademark the Marker
Buoy Dive Club name and allow members to create their own designs to be used for clothing or
stickers or other applications. Since the name will be trademarked the board would have control
over the design to be sure it is appropriate for the membership at large. The plan is to publish
some guidelines so that there is at least a basic idea of what would be acceptable. So, if you
have an idea for a design you think people would like please submit it to the board for approval.
We are going to research a suggested vendor to use to create the clothing and other items .
The days of having to find someone to print a quantity of clothing items in various sizes has gone
by the wayside. Now you can find a vendor to print up whatever you want in whatever size and
quantity you desire. These vendors have different items to which the artwork could be applied.
Members would also be free to find their own vendor. We will establish a folder in Meetup that
contains the approved artwork and give access to it to all members. If you have any artwork
from old designs, I’d appreciate getting a copy of it. If you have a design you’d like to share with
others please send it along. If you have a design that uses the Club name but don’t wish to
share, it please submit it for approval. I did receive the design for the Crossed Flag design from
Jack Connick and it will be available soon.
The Newsletter this month will include a new recurring feature highlighting the new members
who have joined the Club. This month’s edition will include everyone who joined since the beginning of the year. There are new people joining every month through Meetup and we want to
do our best to welcome them to the Club. If you see a new member on a dive, introduce yourself
and get to know them. For those new members I encourage you to attend the monthly meeting
and put a face to the names. Also, take advantage of the non-dive related social events we
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have during the year. The dive planning parties are a great way to meet other Club members.
These parties are much more about socializing than they are about dive planning. The Annual
Banquet and the upcoming July Picnic are also great opportunities. We are using Meetup as a
tool but we are a social Club that dives and not a virtual Group.
Thanks and have a great month.

Cover Photo
Taken by Ken Gatherum
The photo was taken at Mushroom Forest, Curacao.
My favorite dive location in Curacao was the Mushroom Forest located in fifty feet of water off the
northwest coast of Curacao near the village of Lagun. The Mushroom Forest is a huge stand of
various types of star coral and other varieties of coral on a sandy plateau. The reason that it is
called Mushroom Forest is because the hard corals have grown in a way that makes them look
like mushrooms.
Image & Equipment Data:
Canon EOS 5D Mark III Camera with EF 16-35mm f 2.8 L II USM Lens at 25mm
-1/200 @ f/11, ISO 2000

This Month’s Guest Speaker
By Gene Coronetz
Our Guests this month: That travel & dive couple, Fritz & Joyce Merkel, past president & secretary of the club, who recently completed TWO dive adventures on the Nautilus Swell... There is
still time to book a dive cruise on this fine old tug, before it goes to new owners & new uses next
January…

New Members
Welcome to the Club. You’ve joined one of the most active and social dive club’s in the region.
As you can tell from Meetup we have a steady stream of activities going for divers of all experience and skill levels. You are also invited to attend the monthly club meeting. This is a great
opportunity to meet club members in person and get into the swing of things. Details are on the
Meetup site.
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Dive Host Best Practices
By Kimber Chard
1:

Posting of Dives
A) Post dives with as much information as possible to help reduce confusion for possible participants.
B) Be sure to include any special requirements needed to help maintain safety for all participants, (I.e. advanced experience needed, current potential, any special equipment- back
up light/tank light, etc.)

2: Meetup Replies
A) Monitor RSVP’s of interested participants. Caution anyone who might want to attend a dive outside of their experience and/or training level.
B) Do your best to answer any questions and/or address any concerns of potential participants.
C) Make a reasonable effort to be aware of the experience level of all potential participants.
3: At the Dive Site Pre Dive
A) Check in with all participants as they arrive on site
B) Have waivers available and signed for all non-club member divers who might be attending.
C) Keep attendees informed on time remaining until splash. (This is very important on dives
that are current dependent).
D) Answer any question and address any concerns that may arise.
E) Make sure everyone has necessary equipment to maintain safety for all participants.
F) Be able to conduct a dive site briefing for anyone who is interested and especially anyone
who has not been at the site before.
4: The Dive
A) Allow participants to establish buddy teams if practical and in the best interest of all.
B) As an option, the Dive Host can establish buddy teams if they feel it best serves the safe
completion of the dive by all participants.
C) Make a reasonable attempt to establish buddy teams of divers with similar skills, abilities
and goals for the divers. (I.e. photographers, wetsuit divers, or anticipated dive time).
D) If the intention is to dive in a group of more than 4 divers establish buddy teams of 2 or no
more than 3 divers before submerging.
E) Make sure everyone is aware of the agreed upon procedure in case of buddy separation.
F) Strongly encourage all buddy teams to complete a buddy check.
5: Post Dive

A) Make sure all participants return safely and answer any questions and address any issues
that may have arisen during the dive.
B) It is always prudent to conduct a post dive debriefing at a local eatery over food and beverages.
4

Key Largo Florida & Curacao 2014
By Ken Gatherum
Last month our group, of mostly underwater photographers from the Yakima area, traveled to Key
Largo, Florida and Curacao.
Key Largo is called the first of the Florida Keys, since it is located at the north end of the Florida
Keys. We stayed at Amy Slates Moray Dive Resort which is located an hour’s drive south of the
Miami Airport.
The resort provided quick access to beautiful Key Largo dive sites which included Christ of the
Abyss, Molasses Reef, French Reef, Elbow Reef (The Elbow), and the wrecks of Spiegel Grove,
City of Washington and the Benwood wreck.
Crist of the Abyss was our first dive location. The statue of the “Christ of the Abyss” is a replica
of a statue sunk in 1954 in the Mediterranean off Genoa, Italy as a memorial to sailors lost at sea.
Recognized as the symbol of Pennekamp Park, the 9 foot bronze statue now sits in 25 feet of water near Dry Rocks.
Elbow Reef is a popular dive location because its beautiful reefs have grown up around some
very old shipwrecks. This area shelters a vast amount of marine life. We observed schools of
snapper, goatfish, angelfish as well as Hawksbill Sea Turtles.
The City of Washington was a steam powered Schooner that carried passengers regularly from
New York to Havana, Cuba on regular basis and is one of the most popular dive sites on Elbow
Reef. The City of Washington is best remembered for her rescue of crew members from the explosion of the Battleship USS Main prior to the Spanish-American War. After the war, the ship
was converted to a coal barge in 1911. In 1917, while she was being towed, the City of Washington struck Elbow Reef and sank in 25 feet of water.
The Benwood is a Norwegian freighter that was grounded after colliding with a tanker, the Robert
C. Tuttle, during World War II. The Benwood was eventually blown up to prevent a navigation
hazard. The Benwood is an impressive artificial reef providing shelter to numerous types of
aquatic life.
At a length of 510 feet, the USS Spiegel Grove is the largest vessel to be intentionally sunk and is
the flag ship of all wreck dives in the Florida Keys. Her main function was to carry a large contingent of US Marines and beach assault vehicles that could be launched in any war zone in the
world. She also carried helicopters with a large helipad that covered the huge well deck.
At an average depth of 80 feet the wreck is home to barracuda, large jacks, gobies and one very
shy Goliath Grouper. This was our deepest dive for the Key Largo portion of the trip.
From Key Largo we traveled to Lions Dive and Beach Resort located on island of Curacao. Curacao is the largest, most populous, of the former Lesser Antilles chain of islands in the Southern
Caribbean. Located only 35 miles north of the coast of Venezuela the island still thrives on international business with services ranging from an oil refinery to financial services.

The Lions Dive & Beach Resort operates in conjunction with their onsite dive shop, Ocean Encounters, to provide a complete package for scuba divers.
Our dive destinations included Snake Bay, Small Wall, Sandy’s Plateau, Tug Boat, and Mushroom Forest. Unfortunately windy weather prevented us from traveling to Klein Curacao which
was to be the highlight of our trip.
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My favorite dive location in Curacao was the Mushroom Forest. The Mushroom Forest is a huge
stand of various types of star coral and other varieties of coral on a sandy plateau. The reason that
it is called Mushroom Forest is because the hard corals have grown in a way that makes them look
like mushrooms.
Here are a few images from the trips.

Florida

Brentwood Wreck
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North Dry Rocks—Christ Abyss
7

City of Washington

Elbow Reef
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French Reef

Horseshoe Reef
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Spiegel Grove

Spiegel Grove
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Curacao

Oswald’s Drop Off

PortoMari
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Curacao

Snake Bay

Lions Dive & Resort
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Upcoming Dive Trips
By Dan Clements
ROATAN PHOTOGRAPHY WORKSHOP WITH MICKEY CHARTERIS AND
STEVE ZEDEKAR | June 21 - 28, 2014 | Workshop $200

Contact Steve Zedekar
360-609-8228
zekeandboone@gmail.com

Join PNW photographer Steve Zedekar and Roatan photographer
and author Mickey Charteris for a week of digitally capturing Roatan’s vast and varied sea life. Mickey is the author of Caribbean
Reef Life and is recognized as an expert in all things aquatic! Workshop will be based at West End Divers and all diving will be off one
of their boats. Contact Steve Zedekar at 360-609-8228 or email
zekeandboone@gmail.com for more information.
Price is for the workshop: does not include transportation, lodging,
diving, meals.

CAMPBELL RIVER AREA SALMON RIVER AND SALT WATER DIVING |
August, 10-17, 2014 | Trip estimate $1,400/Person

Contact Dan Clements
425.418.8755
dan@e-clements.com

We have a few spaces left for a special Vancouver Island trip in August. Spend two days in the Gold and Nimkish Rivers photographing salmon and wide angle with Eiko Jones. Then spend the
next four days diving around Quadra Island with Abyssal Diving. We
will stay at Taku Lodge on Quadra Island. Costs include lodging,
two days river diving with lunch, four days of two tank diving with
Abyssal.
Objectives: Salmon, wide-angle river canyon, sea lion, Salish Sea
marine life.
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ADAMS RIVER, BC SOCKEYE SALMON RUN | October, 8 - 11, 2014 |
Trip estimate $1,000

Contact Dan Clements
425.418.8755
dan@e-clements.com

This coming Fall will see several hundred thousand sockeye salmon
return to the world famous Adams River. This is an exploratory trip
in anticipation of the dominant 2014 run, where several million salmon return. The plan is for two days of 2 tank boat diving with Copper
Island Diving, including lunch, with afternoon salmon photography/
observation in streams. Price includes lodging and diving, does not
include transportation to Chase, BC.
Objectives: Sockeye salmon.

ANILAO’S CRYSTAL BLUE WITH MARLI WAKELING | March, 15-25,
2015 | Trip estimate is $1,965

Contact Marli Wakeling
scubamarli@gmail.com

Critter expert and outstanding underwater photographer Marli
Wakeling is combining forces with Crystal Blue’s Mike Bartik for a
Philippine adventure in the Spring of 2015. Price includes food,
lodging, diving, surface transportation from Manila to the resort. Not
included are air to and from Manila, and alcoholic beverages. A
$500 deposit is required to hold a spot. If you are interested, please
contact Marli Wakeling.

Objectives: Nudibranchs, frogfish, mimic octo, blue-ring octo, wonderpus octo, blue ribbon eel.

MONTEREY SHOOTOUT | August, 2014 | Trip estimate $800

Contact Dan Clements
425.418.8755
dan@e-clements.com

Want to improve your underwater photography, be inspired by some
of the top marine videographers and photographers, and party with
a great group of folks? If so, then join us for the NCUPS 2014 Monterey Shootout. Lots of diving, photographing, seminars, and socializing. The exact dates have yet to be finalized, but the event is
normally held in late August or early September. This year we are
looking to charter a boat for our group.
Objectives: Improve photo skills, harbor seals, sea otter, sea lion,
rock fish, macro subjects.
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About Marker Buoys
The Marker Buoy Dive Club of Seattle meets at 7:00 PM, the first Wednesday of each month
(except July, which is our annual picnic) at the Sunset Hills Community Center, 3003 NW 66th St.
98117 in Ballard. The Marker Buoy Dive Club is one of the most active dive clubs in the Pacific
Northwest. Membership level is around 150. Our members include some that are new to diving
or to the Seattle area. Many have over 1000 dives in their log.
In addition to hosting many dives each month, monthly meetings are held at the Sunset Community Center in Ballard. Monthly meetings give members an opportunity to give reports on club dives
of the previous month, information on upcoming dives, and occasionally slide and video presentations of dives. A guest speaker related to scuba diving, the marine environment, or something of
interest to divers is featured every month. Club-sponsored activities include over 100 dives each
year, dive planning parties, an annual picnic at Woodland Park, and an annual banquet.

General Club Policies
DIVER’S EDUCATION

WEIGHT BELT REPLACEMENT POLICY

The club will reimburse members $15 for successful completion of advanced certification
courses that increases the member’s competency and safety. Limit of 3 reimbursements
per club member per calendar year. Courses
that qualify are advanced diver, rescue diver,
dive master, instructor, nitrox, DAN O2 Provider, and initial First Aid & CPR (non-renewal).
Reimbursement for other courses subject to
board approval.
Just show proof of course
completion to David Riley, Treasurer, for your
reimbursement.

The club will reimburse any member who ditches
weights in what they consider an emergency
during any dive, anywhere. The reimbursement
is for replacement cost of all items ditched and
not recovered, up to a maximum of $150.

MEET UP/ MARKER BUOYS
Join our members only on-line web group! Find
a last-minute dive buddy, ride, or directions to a
dive, trip reports, as well as our newsletters:
http://www.meetup.com/Marker-Buoy-DiveClub/

SPONSOR A DIVE, EARN AN AIR CARD
Dive hosts receive an Air Card good at local dive
shops when 6 Marker Buoy members participate
on the dive. The Club Oxygen Kit counts as a
buddy as long as one member of the party is O2
trained. Limit of 1 Air Card per club member
per calendar month. The club has two O2 kits currently with Kimber Chard and Gene Coronets.
To request an air card, complete the
“Dive Host Air Card Request Form” and submit it
to the Treasurer, Dave Riley.

Membership
Members must be a certified diver and 18 years
or older. Any certified diver under 18 is welcome on club dives if a parent is a club member
and comes as their buddy.

MARKER BUOY 2014 BOARD
President: Mark Wilson
Vice President: Kimber Chard
Secretary: Doug Miller

Treasurer: David Riley
Programs: Gene Coronetz
Newsletter: Todd Olsen
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Webmaster: Dave Ballard
Event Director: Andrea Naert
Refreshments: Catherine Knowlson

