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President’s Message

WOW what a great banquet. The final attendance was 60.
A very
good turnout. It seemed
like everyone had a good
time and there were plenty of raffle prizes to be
won. I want to thank everyone who helped to put this evening
together. It was truly a Club effort and the board members real- Courtesy of Rapture of the Deep Photography
ly appreciate all the extra help we got from you. A special
thanks to Andrea for making sure all the pieces came together. I also want to thank the vendors
and Club Members who donated items for the raffle. The vendors are listed as sponsors on
Meetup and I invite you to look them over. When you are in their shop or place of business let
them know that you are a Club Member and that you appreciate their donation (even if you did not
win an item). Judging from the number of tickets in their buckets, the member donated items were
highly coveted.
We’ve secured our go to Picnic spot at Woodland Park for the July 9th Annual Picnic. A Meetup
will be announced soon but save the date. The dive calendar is still very full and as the weather
gets better and the days longer it’s a great time to get out and get wet. Remember, the algae
bloom is coming!!!!
On the Meetup front, in response to the survey feedback:
We are in the process of consolidating the folders in the Message Board. None of the messages
will be deleted except some of the older VIZ Reports because they are not really valid. Don’t be
surprised to see fewer folders when you visit.
We are also scheduling a Meetup to allow members to work hands on with the site and get answers
to their questions. The date is April 22nd. There will be a Meetup posted. This Meetup will have
both a physical and virtual presence. You will be able to attend with your laptop or connect remotely. Details to follow on Meetup. If there is a large response to this event we will probably split it into
two so that there is plenty of time for everyone to get answers and instruction.
We are asking that you use the Meetup Folder in the Message Board to post questions you have
about using Meetup. Dave Ballard will be monitoring this folder and will get you an answer. But
this is a forum so anyone can add comments on how they do things in Meetup.
Doug Miller has been working diligently to get everyone to pay their dues and return their membership agreements. Thanks to everyone for helping him out by getting your Agreements in.
Have a Great April.
Mark.
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Cover Photo
Taken by Drew Collins
This curious little 3" long Scalyhead Sculpin (Artedius harringtoni) was checking his reflection in
my port (ISO 500, 100 mm, 1-160th sec. at f-13). I shot this on a recent two tank club boat dive.
We were diving Sares Head and a brand new spot north of Davidson Rock that no human has
ever dove before. It's a sea mound that Steve Lodge discovered and mapped. We named it
"Lodge's Ledge"

This Month’s Guest Speaker
By Gene Coronetz
Our guest speaker is Bob Bailey who will be presenting pictures and descriptions of the caves
and cenotes located south of Playa del Carmen in the Yucatan area of Mexico. He'll be providing
a brief history of the diving there, as well as an overview of the training and equipment needed to
do this type of diving. Be prepared for a real treat!

Banquet Recap
By Andrea Naert
Marker Buoy Dive Club Annual Banquet – Recap
The 2014 Marker Buoy Dive Club Annual Banquet drew quite a crowd a week or so back. About
60 club members and a handful of distinguished guests celebrated the end of Winter and heralded the return of Spring at the annual event.
Held on March 22nd, for the second year at the Queen City Yacht Club, the banquet offered a delicious dinner and a rich assortment of raffle prizes. Diners enjoyed roast beef, rosemary chicken
and Chef Willie’s signature salmon, as well as salads, wild rice, scalloped potatoes and a delicious olive oil and herb-roasted spring vegetable dish. Following MBDC tradition, the raffle offerings included dive charters, photography dives and post-processing sessions and lots of gear
choices like masks, lights and snorkels. The Grand Prize was a Fourth Element 3-D Halo Fleece
Undergarment, sure to warm any cold-water divers’ heart. Selling raffle tickets allows MBDC to
offer air cards to dive hosts, pay for meeting space and our on-line presence and sponsor localarea dive site maintenance efforts, like our recent Cove 2 project, in conjunction with the Washington Scuba Alliance.
The evening’s entertainment included a “Gilligan’s Island” themed costume contest. Best
“Thurston Howell III” was Doug Miller and Karen Fletcher took best “Mrs. Howell”. Best “Ginger”
went to Happie Lodge and Randi Weinstein won best “Maryann”. Best “Skipper” went to Carl
Baird and Randy Williams sailed away with best “Professor”. Fritz Merkel was awarded
the Grand Prize of best “Gilligan”. Carl Harrington was a shoe-in for the “Best Cameo Role” in his
interpretation of the big game hunter Jonathan Kincaid, played by actor Rory Calhoun. Carl assured his victory by preparing letters of provenance detailing the episode and costuming accuracy. Well done to all MBs who participated!
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Jim McGauhey compiled the slideshow that played during both cocktails and dinner. He added
some video as well, which was an unexpected surprise. The work of Marker Buoy’s photographers represented local diving as well as exotic travel destinations.
Our own Catherine Knowlson and Randi Weinstein created an extravagant dessert buffet.
Tempting treats included brownies, lemon bars, pistachio baklava, biscotti and macaroons as well
as a stunning orange/almond Florentine cookie. By evening’s end, everything had been snapped
up by the appreciative crowd so there were no dessert leftovers.
Without sponsorship by a yacht club member, MBDC could not have held the event at the facility.
Dave and Michelle Bedner, members of QCYC, stepped up and generously provided MBDC with
the means to use the lovely space at their club. We are extremely grateful to Dave and Michelle
for also serving as costume contest judges.
Lots of MBs participated in planning, prize procurement and set-up and take-down. A successful
banquet is a lot like a good dive; it is made all the better with the help of good dive buddies.
Thanks to all who attended for their enthusiasm and participation.
See you at our next event, the Summer Picnic!

4

5

Select March Photos

Alabastor Nudi at Saltwater State
Park by Steve Kalilimoku.

Unknown Eggs at Three Tree by
Steve Kalilimoku

Nudibranch Egg Ribbon at Sares Head/Davidson
Rock by Carl Baird
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Photos by Steve Metzner

Alabaster Nudibranch—Cove1

Diver—Lions Mane—Hood Canal

Hawksbill Turtle—Belize
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Photos by Steve Metzner (cont.)

Hide a Ray—Akumal

Green Moray Free-swimming—Belize

Shark Dive—Roatan
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Photos by Steve Metzner (cont.)

Orange Metritium Anemone—Seacrest

Chambered Nautilus—Ponapei

Sixgill Shark—Redondo
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Upcoming Dive Trips
By Dan Clements
ROATAN PHOTOGRAPHY WORKSHOP WITH MICKEY CHARTERIS AND
STEVE ZEDEKAR | June 21 - 28, 2014 | Workshop $200

Contact Steve Zedekar
360-609-8228
zekeandboone@gmail.com

Join PNW photographer Steve Zedekar and Roatan photographer
and author Mickey Charteris for a week of digitally capturing Roatan’s vast and varied sea life. Mickey is the author of Caribbean Reef
Life and is recognized as an expert in all things aquatic! Workshop
will be based at West End Divers and all diving will be off one of their
boats. Contact Steve Zedekar at 360-609-8228 or email
zekeandboone@gmail.com for more information.
Price is for the workshop: does not include transportation, lodging,
diving, meals.
CAMPBELL RIVER AREA SALMON RIVER AND SALT WATER DIVING |
August, 10-17, 2014 | Trip estimate $1,400/Person

Contact Dan Clements
425.418.8755

We have a few spaces left for a special Vancouver Island trip in August. Spend two days in the Gold and Nimkish Rivers photographing
salmon and wide angle with Eiko Jones. Then spend the next four
days diving around Quadra Island with Abyssal Diving. We will stay
at Taku Lodge on Quadra Island. Costs include lodging, two days
river diving with lunch, four days of two tank diving with Abyssal.

dan@e-clements.com
Objectives: Salmon, wide-angle river canyon, sea lion, Salish Sea
marine life.
MONTEREY SHOOTOUT | August, 2014 | Trip estimate $800

Contact Dan Clements
425.418.8755
dan@e-clements.com

Want to improve your underwater photography, be inspired by some
of the top marine videographers and photographers, and party with
a great group of folks? If so, then join us for the NCUPS 2014 Monterey Shootout. Lots of diving, photographing, seminars, and socializing. The exact dates have yet to be finalized, but the event is normally held in late August or early September. This year we are looking to charter a boat for our group.
Objectives: Improve photo skills, harbor seals, sea otter, sea lion,
rock fish, macro subjects.
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ADAMS RIVER, BC SOCKEYE SALMON RUN | October, 8 - 11, 2014 |
Trip estimate $1,000

Contact Dan Clements
425.418.8755
dan@e-clements.com

This coming Fall will see several hundred thousand sockeye salmon
return to the world famous Adams River. This is an exploratory trip
in anticipation of the dominant 2014 run, where several million salmon return. The plan is for two days of 2 tank boat diving with Copper
Island Diving, including lunch, with afternoon salmon photography/
observation in streams. Price includes lodging and diving, does not
include transportation to Chase, BC.
Objectives: Sockeye salmon.
ANILAO’S CRYSTAL BLUE WITH MARLI WAKELING | March, 15-25,
2015 | Trip estimate is $1,965

Contact Marli Wakeling
scubamarli@gmail.com

Critter expert and outstanding underwater photographer Marli
Wakeling is combining forces with Crystal Blue’s Mike Bartik for a
Philippine adventure in the Spring of 2015. Price includes food,
lodging, diving, surface transportation from Manila to the resort. Not
included are air to and from Manila, and alcoholic beverages. A
$500 deposit is required to hold a spot. If you are interested, please
contact Marli Wakeling.
Objectives: Nudibranchs, frogfish, mimic octo, blue-ring octo, wonderpus octo, blue ribbon eel.
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About Marker Buoys
The Marker Buoy Dive Club of Seattle meets at 7:00 PM, the first Wednesday of each month
(except July, which is our annual picnic) at the Sunset Hills Community Center, 3003 NW 66th St.
98117 in Ballard. The Marker Buoy Dive Club is one of the most active dive clubs in the Pacific
Northwest. Membership level is around 150. Our members include some that are new to diving or
to the Seattle area. Many have over 1000 dives in their log.
In addition to hosting many dives each month, monthly meetings are held at the Sunset Community Center in Ballard. Monthly meetings give members an opportunity to give reports on club dives
of the previous month, information on upcoming dives, and occasionally slide and video presentations of dives. A guest speaker related to scuba diving, the marine environment, or something of
interest to divers is featured every month. Club-sponsored activities include over 100 dives each
year, dive planning parties, an annual picnic at Woodland Park, and an annual banquet.

General Club Policies
DIVER’S EDUCATION

WEIGHT BELT REPLACEMENT POLICY

The club will reimburse members $15 for successful completion of advanced certification
courses that increases the member’s competency and safety. Limit of 3 reimbursements per
club member per calendar year. Courses that
qualify are advanced diver, rescue diver, dive
master, instructor, nitrox, DAN O2 Provider,
and initial First Aid & CPR (non-renewal). Reimbursement for other courses subject to board
approval. Just show proof of course completion to David Riley, Treasurer, for your reimbursement.

The club will reimburse any member who ditches
weights in what they consider an emergency
during any dive, anywhere. The reimbursement
is for replacement cost of all items ditched and
not recovered, up to a maximum of $150.

MEET UP/ MARKER BUOYS
Join our members only on-line web group! Find
a last-minute dive buddy, ride, or directions to a
dive, trip reports, as well as our newsletters:
http://www.meetup.com/Marker-Buoy-DiveClub/

SPONSOR A DIVE, EARN AN AIR CARD
Dive hosts receive an Air Card good at local dive
shops when 6 Marker Buoy members participate
on the dive. The Club Oxygen Kit counts as a
buddy as long as one member of the party is O2
trained. Limit of 1 Air Card per club member per
calendar month. The club has two O2 kits - currently with Kimber Chard and Gene Coronets.
To request an air card, complete the
“Dive Host Air Card Request Form” and submit it
to the Treasurer, Dave Riley.

Membership
Members must be a certified diver and 18 years
or older. Any certified diver under 18 is welcome
on club dives if a parent is a club member and
comes as their buddy.

MARKER BUOY 2014 BOARD
President: Mark Wilson
Vice President: Kimber Chard
Secretary: Doug Miller

Treasurer: David Riley
Programs: Gene Coronetz
Newsletter: Todd Olsen
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Webmaster: Dave Ballard
Event Director: Andrea Naert
Refreshments: Catherine Knowlson

