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President’s Message

WOW another month has
gone by. It has been a
very busy month for the
Club and the Board. We
had a dive planning party
at the end of January that
went a long way to filling
up the calendar. March
Courtesy of Rapture of the Deep Photography
has some openings so
take a look at the calendar
and consider hosting a dive on those open days. Also, if you
are diving during the week consider posting it as a Meetup so other Club members can find out
about it.
The Banquet is coming along well and has occupied a lot of our time this month. Everything is
coming together and we are looking forward to another big turn-out. Please check out the announcement elsewhere in the Newsletter and go to Meetup and sign up and pay before the cut-off
date.
Dave Ballard created and distributed a survey to all the Club members to try and get some feedback regarding Meetup. That closed earlier this week and he is in the process of analyzing the results. The Board will be looking at those results at our March Meeting and will be working to address concerns that members have voiced. Our meetings are open to all Club members so please
RSVP if you want to attend.

I’m posting some information elsewhere in this Newsletter regarding some upcoming trips on the
MV Swell. Mike Lever who owns the boat (along with the bank) spoke at our February meeting and
after that offered some opportunities for MBDC Club members to put together some trips on the
boat.
Finally, please read the Announcement form Doug Miller regarding your membership renewal.
There are quite a few members who have not sent in their dues or Membership Agreement. The
official cut-off date is the March 5th meeting. Soon after, those who have not paid their dues will be
dropped from Meetup.
Stay warm and keep diving
Mark
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Cover Photo
The photo of a 3/4” long Slender Shrimp, Heptacarus Tenuissimus, was taken on February 15 at
an Alki Junk Yard night dive by Pat Gunderson. According to Greg Jensen, from his new book, it
is usually found standing on it's head, like in the photo.

This Month’s Guest Speaker
Our guest speaker will be a new member, Myra Wisotzky. She moved here in late 2012, and left
one of the best jobs in the world; As a dive master and distinctive specialty instructor at the Georgia Aquarium in Atlanta, her job was to lead guided scuba experiences in the 6.3 million gallon
habitat, Ocean Voyager. Guests (and of course the dive masters) experienced up close and personal interactions with the whale sharks, manta rays, grouper, several species of sharks and
rays, and literally thousands of other fish from the Atlantic, Pacific and Indian oceans.
Myra is a PADI Master Scuba Diver Trainer who became certified in 1998 in New England. She
has dove North Atlantic, Caribbean, Mexico, Hawaii, Indonesia, Malaysia, Palau, Mid-Atlantic inland quarries and rivers, and is now enjoying the Pacific Northwest.
Come prepared to be fascinated by Myra's presentation on March 5th !

Marker Buoy Dive Club Annual Banquet
By Andrea Naert
Ahoy, Marker Buoys!
Plans for the annual banquet are rolling right along. It will be held on March 22, 2014 at 6:00pm
at the Queen City Yacht Club. A wide variety of food has been selected for our buffet and the
evenings activities are shaping up for a good time for all.

What's new -The raffle prizes, a fantastic MBDC banquet tradition, are stacking up in number. They run the
gamut from dive gear to handy items for anyone's use. A Grand Prize has been acquired that is
sure to warm the heart of any cold water diver. What warms a cold water diver? How about a
Fourth Element Halo 3D one piece undergarment? The winner will be able to order their specific
size from the manufacturer, assuring the great fit and thermal protection that have secured Fourth
Element's reputation for years.
We have received some great pictures for the slideshow and more are always appreciated. We
travel far and wide, have great adventures and take wonderful pictures and they will be a lovely
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display during our cocktail and dinner hours. Please send your submissions to Jim McGauhey at
jmcgauhey@usa.net. Jim agreed to compile the show and I am grateful for his generosity. Thank
you, Jim :)
Volunteers are sought for day-of help with decorations, centerpiece set-up, room set up and other
associated tasks. I plan to arrive at the QCYC at 3:00 PM so that will give us a few hours to get
everything arranged. Please let me know if you can join me for this. I can be reached at
andrea.naert@gmail.com.
All of this, plus a couple more surprises, await you at the 2014 MBDC Annual Banquet. You can
RSVP and buy your tickets for Meetup.
See you there!
Warmest Regards -Andrea

MV Swell Sailings
By Mark Wilson

After the February monthly meeting Mike Lever offered some sailings aboard the MV Swell at
special rates for Marker Buoy Club Members. One trip has already been announced and filled.
As soon as it did several people asked if there was still space available. There are two more trips
that are available if anyone wants to take the lead in organizing them. Here are the details:
April 17 to April 20- Boarding and Disembarking in Anacortes. Price is $675.00 per person but
you need to fill 6 slots. There are 8 still available but Mike offered 6. He would probably sell all 8
to us if we had that much interest.
April 28 to May 2- Boarding and Disembarking from Port Hardy BC. Price is $775.00 per person
based on a whole boat charter of 12 spots. This will be awesome diving in area including Browning Wall.
If anyone is interested in organizing one of these trips let me know and I can give you more details on how the process works.
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Last Chance To Renew!
March is upon us which means, for those who have not renewed, this is the last change to do so
before your membership in the Marker Buoy Dive Club is cancelled. This year things are a bit different for renewals.
First, we are moving to a perpetual Membership Agreement which includes a liability waiver.
Members only need to sign the agreement once and it stays in effect for as long as you are a
Marker Buoy member.
The agreement can be downloaded from here: http://files.meetup.com/6196802/MBDC%
20Membership%20Agreement%20and%20Waiver%20of%20Liability.pdf
Once you have downloaded and read the agreement you can do one of the following to execute
the agreement:
A) Print out the agreement, fill in the information, initial each page, sign it and either bring to
a meeting and hand to a board member or mail it to: Marker Buoy Dive Club, PO Box
31163, Seattle, WA 98103. We will also have paper copies at club meetings and members can execute the agreement at a meeting.
B) Or you can fill in the blanks in the agreement on your computer, print it out, sign it, scan
the whole document and email your scanned copy to: info@markerbuoydiveclub.org
C) Or you can fill in the blanks in the agreement on your computer, digitally sign the agreement (if you know how to do that), save it and email your digitally signed copy to: info@markerbuoydiveclub.org
Once you have signed the agreement, you will not need to sign any additional documents each
year.
Second, from now on each member will need to pay membership fees in the amount of $35 per
year. We no longer have family memberships. Your annual membership fee is due on January 1,
2014. To pay your membership fee, you can do one of the following:
A) Write out a check to Marker Buoy Dive Club, bring it to a meeting and hand it to the
Treasurer (cash is also fine) or mail your check to: Marker Buoy Dive Club, PO Box
31163, Seattle, WA 98103
B) Or pay your $35 using the secure online Meetup payment system where you can use a
credit card or PayPal. To pay online, go here: http://www.meetup.com/Marker-BuoyDive-Club/dues and click on the “Let’s Go!” button.
You need to complete both these steps to maintain your membership in the club.
That’s it. Once you have completed these two steps you’ll be renewed for another year as a member of Marker Buoy Dive Club.
If you have questions on the process feel free to contact Mark Wilson or Doug Miller.
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Lessons Learned while Swimming with and Photographing Sailfish
By: Jen Vanderhoof. SeaJen.com
I will admit that when I first heard of snorkeling with sailfish, my response was less than enthusiastic. First of all, snorkeling? But I’m a diver… Second, when I saw the photos others have taken
from similar trips, I thought they were fine and nice but they did not particularly grab me. And yet,
I wanted to go on this trip, and after all the raves I’d heard of from others who have been in the
water with arguably the ocean’s fastest fish, I knew it would probably exceed my expectations.
I was very correct.
Sailfish, which are in the marlin family, are in the open ocean about an hour’s boat ride from Isla
Mujeres every year from January through March, roughly. They are there because the sardines
are there. And I won’t spend too much time belaboring those details here, because I want to save
the rest of my column space to focus on the challenge of capturing these super-speedy fish in
photos.
About a week before I was to fly, the travel agent said scuba might be available, but if so we’d dive with a backplate they would provide, because a normal BC had too much drag in the water.
Um. If a BC has too much drag, what about my camera strobes? Turns out, you don’t use them.
Not normally anyway.
I have been swimming weekly, and I went to the pool two last times between her foreboding
warning about swimming hard and my flight to Cancun. Both times I put on my zoomers and did
some hard workouts. I do not regret that one bit.
When we arrived, they told us no one had been seeing sailfish, so there were no guarantees.
They were quite serious, and we believed them, gravely. We understood we might spend four
days in a boat with nothing to show for it but extreme facial and hand tans (the rest of us covered
in neoprene).
The best lighting conditions we encountered were on the first day. The best everything conditions
were on the first day. We got so lucky that Saturday. The water was flat calm, the sun was shining, the water was clear blue. Which is why we were so easily able to spot three whale sharks
that day. By the time we saw the third one, we kept going – we ignored it. That’s how much in the
animals we were. We saw long trains of mobula mantas swim by. We also got in the water with
manta rays that calm day. Again, later that morning we motored past many mantas, only stopping to get in the water when we found a group of four together – like the third whale shark, solitary mantas had become a low-value target.
The professional photographers on board got mind-blowing photos of everything – mantas with
their accompanying remoras and massive shoals of sardines. Whale sharks feeding at the surface with glorious rays of sun shooting through the water. My photos are so amateur it is actually
physically painful for me to review them in comparison to the pro’s images.
Each day, the weather got progressively stronger. Our second day was chock-full of sailfish. On
the third day we had to motor for a few hours before we saw any signs of life in the choppy seas.
The first animal we found that day was a whale shark. That was a fun one for me, as I was abso6

lutely loaded with adrenaline and swam harder than I probably ever have in my life to stay with
the animal as long as I could. After the whale shark, we found more sailfish, and on the fourth
day, the dolphins were not only visible from the surface, but we were able to spend some precious moments in the water with them as well. In fact, no joke, I actually witnessed one doing that
“ack-ack-ack-ack-ack” call while swimming directly towards me underwater. I didn’t know they
could even make that sound when they aren’t dancing backwards across the water like Flipper.
Before the trip, I thought four days doing the exact same thing sounded sketchy. Me, ever the
skeptic. But by the fourth day, I was only just beginning to get my camera to play nicely with its
master. One time, I dropped in a spectacular position with the sailfish, and they were zipping past
me all over the place. I felt like I was in the middle of a sport fisher reality show. But every photo
was so blurry, no matter how long I held the focus button. I checked and checked and checked
my settings, and eventually discovered that upon splashing from the boat, my macro knob had
been turned on. And, these fish are not macro – that much I know.
So I thought I might offer a few tips to the amateurs like me – things I learned – so if you do this
trip, you can save yourself a big portion of the learning curve.
My recommendations.
This sport is not for everyone. Unlike diving, where if you’re doing it right, you are not working
very hard, you have to be prepared to drop in the water at a moment’s notice and swim like hell
for as long as it takes. These are amazing interval workouts. So, be a very strong fin-kick swimmer.
Take extra snacks. The sandwiches they provide on the boats get very old very fast.
Shop around for a good operator, and if possible organize your own group. We used EcoColors,
and they were fantastic. We also paid extra to have fewer people on the boat. Do that too.
I was in a 3mm wetsuit all day, every day, and that was perfect. The wind gets chilly while motoring around, and the neoprene provided a nice windbreaker.
Do not expect to dive. It is rarely worth the trouble, and the bubbles only scare away the sailfish.
We witnessed this time and again as divers from a different operator kept getting in the water with
us, and as soon as they arrived, the sailfish were insti-gone.

Leave the strobes at the hotel until you get a good feel for what this is all about. Or, if you are really set up, take two systems, and on the rare occasion the bait ball is not moving, try your hand
at flash photography.
When the bait ball is stationary, we learned quickly that a bunch of snorkelers all in a bunch gives
the sardines a big shady patch to shoal. Read: sailfish will leave the area. So move in and out
and around, but don’t ball up in a big mass of humanity if you want the big fish to keep hunting.
Some “Notes to Self” that you might also benefit from.
Be sure to allow the camera to focus before snapping. Just firing rapidly in frenzied excitement is
not a good approach.
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If you are using a GoPro, do not use any red or magenta filters; you are shallow enough that the
natural light works just fine, and any filters will cast a strange tint to the water reminiscent of a wet
hell.
Bring and use sunscreen for face and hands and lip balm with a high SPF. My bigger failure was
on the latter – I cooked my lips severely, and by the end of day two I looked like a red-lipped batfish. And this, people, is the wrong ocean for a red-lipped batfish.
Don’t scoff at four days doing the same thing. After four days, you will wish for four more, because maaaaaaaaybe at the end of four days you were just starting to get things figured out.

Atlantic sailfish (Istiophorus albicans). The white flecks in the water are scales from the sardines,
which are now in the bellies of the sailfish. These glittering remains were always a tell-tale sign of
where a feeding frenzy had taken place, and often nothing was left in a big patch of blue water
except the scales as the sailfish (and the sardines with them) had long since moved on.
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This is one of the larger baitballs we saw, as its numbers had not yet been decimated by the feeding
sailfish. The larger sardine balls would sometimes split in two and converge again after a sailfish
swam through it -- much like flocks of shorebirds flying in unison. If a single sardine somehow got
singled out away from the rest of the bait ball, that sardine just signed his death certificate -- without
exception, a lone sardine lasted only seconds near these sailfish.
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We lost count of how many manta rays were out on the first day. They were easily spotted from the
boat from their wing tips extending above the water.

On the first day, the whale sharks were easily spotted feeding along the surface of the water. This
particular whale shark was the only one we spotted after that first day, as seas had become increasingly rougher. That, and it was not actually "whale shark season."
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Cozumel, Mexico
By Ken Gatherum

I recently had the opportunity to dive with UnderSea Adventures dive group that made a weeklong trip to Cozumel, Mexico in February. Our group of twenty Mid-Columbia divers stayed at
Scuba Club Cozumel.
Cozumel is the Mexican Caribbean’s largest island and is located twelve miles off of the coast of
the Yucatan Peninsula. Known for its drift diving and beautiful coral formations, Cozumel, Mexico
is a favorite diver destination for divers worldwide.
Scuba Club Cozumel is located on the waterfront and is a ten minute taxi ride from the Cozumel
International Airport. The attractive multi-level building of Spanish-Colonial blends into the waterfront. Designed and built – by divers for divers the resort provides for all of a diver’s needs including an on premises dive shop.
Two-tank, morning dives were the norm for the day with options for special afternoon and night
dives. The Scuba Club also has easy beach access for anytime diving. Do to the size of our dive
group we made most of our dives on the Dive Cat. The Dive Cat is a 43 foot catamaran that will
accommodate 14-20 passengers, a head, rinse tank and platform ramp/deep ladder that getting
in and out of the water.
The weather during our trip was great with water temperature that averaged 78 degrees and only
a couple of rain sprinkles.
Most of the scuba diving on Cozumel is focused on the reefs and shallow coral formations that
extend from the southern tip of the island to just south of San Miguel on the west coast. Since the
dives on Cozumel are drift dives, I was initially concerned that I would not have adequate time to
light and compose my images. I quickly learned that it was very beneficial to look 20-30 feet
ahead and identify my next photo opportunity well ahead of time. Also, depending on the current
speed, a wide-angle lens facilitated this type of photography.
Our dive locations included Chankanaab Reef, Columbia Reef, Paradise Reef, Tormentos Reef,
Villa Blanca, Yucab Reef and the Felipe Xicotencatil (C-53 wreck).
Chankanaab Reef varied in depth from 20 – 50 feet with lots of beautiful marine life.
Tormentos Reef featured many large coral pinnacles. Eels, groupers, grunts and snapper are
common as well as smaller fish. Although a fast current dive, the color of the marine life was fantastic. The depth varied from 50-70 feet.
Villa Blanca gets a lot of current, so the reef is low profile. The sponges and coral here are beautiful. There were lots of basket sponges, and barrel sponges, with black gorgonian throughout.
We happened across a Spotted Moray Eel which posed for our cameras.
The Felipe Xicotencatil (C-53), located at a depth of 80 feet, is a retired minesweeper was built for
the US Navy in Tampa, FL in 1942. It was sold to Mexico in 1962 and sunk as an artificial reef
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within the Cozumel Marine Park in June 2000. The C-53 is 184 foot long and 33 foot wide. The
interior was stripped of its machinery, wiring, hatches and sharp objects prior to sinking to make it
safe for divers.
A brief sampling of images from the trip are displayed below.

French Grunt at Chankanaab Reef

Felipe Xicotencatil (C-53 wreck)
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Blue Tang in front of Scuba Club Cozumel

Tormentos Reef
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Spotted Moray Eel at Villa Blanco

Chac Mool Cenote
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Select February Photos

Stubby Squid at Junk Yard by Steve
Kalilimoku.

Lingcod at BHUT by Jon McLintock

Grunt Sculpin at Junk Yard by Kimber Chard
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Upcoming Dive Trips
By Dan Clements

Seven nights at Lalati Resort and Spa (Beqa Lagoon), followed
by another seven nights at Volivoli Resort (Bligh Waters). Round
trip air from LAX (fly to Fiji together but flexible return possible),
accommodation (double occupancy), meals, transfers, ten days
diving or resort credits for activities including snorkeling, tours
and spas.
For more information contact Andy or Virginia Lamb at 250.246.9770 or via e-mail at
andyamb@telus.net.

Join the annual trip south to dive the kelp forests in Pt Lobos and
Monterey. This year we are planning a meet-up and boat dive
with the Northern California Underwater Photographic Society.
Costs include Pt Lobos fees, lodging, and at least one day of boat
diving. Remainder of dives will be shore based. The timing also
coincides with Cooking for Solutions event at the Monterey Bay
Aquarium, May 16-18.
Objectives: Harbor seals, sea otter, sea lion, rock fish, macro subjects.

We head back to Baja California to snorkel with whale sharks,
dive with sea lion, and check out eel, blennies, jaw fish, and the
other marine life the area has to offer. Lodging will be with Posada Luna Sol, diving with Club Cortez, and whale shark outings
with Mar y Aventuras. Price includes lodging, park permits, 2
tank dives on SCUBA days, lunch on diving days, and snorkeling with whale sharks to 1:00 PM on whale shark days. Does not include transportation to Cabo
or La Paz.
Objectives: Whale sharks, sea lion, blennies, eel, jaw fish.
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Upcoming Dive Trips (Cont.)

Want to improve your underwater photography, be inspired by
some of the top marine videographers and photographers, and
party with a great group of folks? If so, then join us for the
NCUPS 2014 Monterey Shootout. Lots of diving, photographing,
seminars, and socializing. The exact dates have yet to be finalized, but the event is normally held in early August. This year we
are looking to charter a boat for our group.
Objectives: Improve photo skills, harbor seals, sea otter, sea lion, rock fish, macro subjects.

Critter expert and outstanding underwater photographer Marli
Wakeling is combining forces with Crystal Blue’s Mike Bartik for a
Philippine adventure in the Spring of 2015. Price includes food,
lodging, diving, surface transportation from Manila to the resort.
Not included are air to and from Manila, and alcoholic beverages.
A $500 deposit is required to hold a spot. If you are interested,
please contact Marli Wakeling.

Objectives: Nudibranchs, frogfish, mimic octo, blue-ring octo, wonderpus octo, blue ribbon eel.

Saltwater State Park Camp and Dive
May 23-25th, schedule and information has been posted on the
club calendar. I highly recommend reserving your site early, also please RSVP early. I need to notify park the ranger on the
number of people that will be attending Saturday (24th) night to
justify the gate being left open until 11pm.
Mahalo, Steve Kalilimoku
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About Marker Buoys
The Marker Buoy Dive Club of Seattle meets at 7:00 PM, the first Wednesday of each month
(except July, which is our annual picnic) at the Sunset Hills Community Center, 3003 NW 66th St.
98117 in Ballard. The Marker Buoy Dive Club is one of the most active dive clubs in the Pacific
Northwest. Membership level is around 150. Our members include some that are new to diving or
to the Seattle area. Many have over 1000 dives in their log.

In addition to hosting many dives each month, monthly meetings are held at the Sunset Community Center in Ballard. Monthly meetings give members an opportunity to give reports on club dives
of the previous month, information on upcoming dives, and occasionally slide and video presentations of dives. A guest speaker related to scuba diving, the marine environment, or something of
interest to divers is featured every month. Club-sponsored activities include over 100 dives each
year, dive planning parties, an annual picnic at Woodland Park, and an annual banquet.

General Club Policies
DIVER’S EDUCATION

WEIGHT BELT REPLACEMENT POLICY

The club will reimburse members $15 for successful completion of advanced certification
courses that increases the member’s competency and safety. Limit of 3 reimbursements per
club member per calendar year. Courses that
qualify are advanced diver, rescue diver, dive
master, instructor, nitrox, DAN O2 Provider,
and initial First Aid & CPR (non-renewal). Reimbursement for other courses subject to board
approval. Just show proof of course completion to David Riley, Treasurer, for your reimbursement.

The club will reimburse any member who ditches
weights in what they consider an emergency
during any dive, anywhere. The reimbursement
is for replacement cost of all items ditched and
not recovered, up to a maximum of $150.

MEET UP/ MARKER BUOYS
Join our members only on-line web group! Find
a last-minute dive buddy, ride, or directions to a
dive, trip reports, as well as our newsletters:
http://www.meetup.com/Marker-Buoy-DiveClub/

SPONSOR A DIVE, EARN AN AIR CARD
Dive hosts receive an Air Card good at local dive
shops when 6 Marker Buoy members participate
on the dive. The Club Oxygen Kit counts as a
buddy as long as one member of the party is O2
trained. Limit of 1 Air Card per club member per
calendar month. The club has two O2 kits - currently with Kimber Chard and Gene Coronets.
To request an air card, complete the
“Dive Host Air Card Request Form” and submit it
to the Treasurer, Dave Riley.

Membership
Members must be a certified diver and 18 years
or older. Any certified diver under 18 is welcome
on club dives if a parent is a club member and
comes as their buddy.

MARKER BUOY 2014 BOARD
President: Mark Wilson
Vice President: Kimber Chard
Secretary: Doug Miller

Treasurer: David Riley
Programs: Gene Coronetz
Newsletter: Todd Olsen
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Webmaster: Dave Ballard
Event Director: Andrea Naert
Refreshments: Catherine Knowlson

