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Looking Back – Looking Forward
Back
Our clever Dive Coordinator Brian thought to maintain the Dive
Calendar for the entire year. As a result I was able to do a quick
tally of our dives – 150 dives and 8 trips! That’s averaging 3
dives/week! Amazing!
Dive EXPO went well with a booth inside the main pavilion this
year. As a result I feel like we had better interaction with the
divers and got some interest plus some new members from it.
That is pretty much a first.

Dive Around the Clock is not an “official” Club function but with
Randy Williams and Randi Weinstein putting in a lot of time, a 6
HOUR dive by Eric Vetter, and generous donations by members (Andrea Naert raised $700) the Club ended up win‐
ning the Club Donation Plaque for the year. Great work everyone!
With remarkable persistence Jim Boon was able to get a fiscally tight‐fisted City to fund the new buoy system in Cove
2. Then with more persistence and a LOT of work Randy Williams with enthusiastic Club help, and some from other
members of the dive community, did a complete make‐over of the Cove 2 buoy and underwater line system. It is a
job to be proud of. My highest praise to all those that put in a lot of hours and time, sometimes in awful visibility
conditions to put this gem of a site back into a safe state. The boundary system is way better than it ever has been.
As if he hadn’t done enough work Randy Williams also took on the responsibility to rebuild the buoy system at Salt‐
water State Park. This was done with far less support making it all the more remarkable. He worked most of the
spring and summer on these 2 projects. There should be some kind of award for that kind of commitment to the
sport.
The only problem with those 2 projects is the funding still isn’t in to pay them off. The Club is ~ $722 toward our $900
goal for a matching grant for SWSP. Cove 2 has gotten $622. It would be excellent if we doubled that to pay off the
debt.
These are your dive sites. A few members have put in $50‐100 to get to the above totals. We have about 130 mem‐
bers. If everyone put up a mere $10 we’d be there. Since that probably won’t happen would the altruistic (or guilty,
whatever works) among you donate $20 to one of these funds? Washington Scuba Alliance has agreed to be a tax
deductible bank for this purpose. Go to their donation page, follow instructions, and make sure to indicate which
project you are donating to and that you are from MBDC so we can track it. If you don’t care just give a check or
some cash to Mark Wilson, our Treasurer. I would like to close out these projects by the end of the year.
My most important message is my sincere gratitude to ALL the Board for a great year. Without your support my po‐
sition would be impossible and the Club simply would not function properly for long. I’ve been on a lot of Boards and
this one was a standout.
Forward
It’s election time! The December meeting will vote in a new Board. Running unopposed: Fritz Merkel‐President, Brian
Nyenhuis‐VP/Dive Coordinator, Mark Wilson‐Treasurer, Steve de Blois‐Refreshments, Catherine Knowlson‐Fund Rais‐
ing, Gene Coronetz‐Programs, Bob Grenier‐Newsletter, and Doug Miller‐Webmaster. The Secretary position is be‐
tween incumbent Joyce Merkel and Andrea Naert. Please come and show your enthusiasm and support for these
PAGE 2

THE TENDER: MARKER BUOY DIVE CLUB NEWSLETTER

members willing to donate their time and talent to run the best dive club in the NW, maybe the entire West Coast!
One of my main focuses for the coming year will be a potential revamping of the entire com‐
munications system of the Club. It has changed significantly in the time I’ve been a member.
Most of it is a series of cobbled together methodologies that were available, workable, and use‐
ful at the time. They continue to function but some cracks are showing, and the demand on
some Board positions is starting to wear. Higher levels of technical expertise are becoming in‐
creasingly necessary. I’ve been thinking about this for a good while. Some discussion on how to
restructure started up this year but other distractions diverted a concentrated effort in this di‐
rection. I want to make this a primary goal for 2013. I hope to minimize disruption but expect
that learning to operate some new systems may be necessary for the membership. For the final
outcome I expect things to work more smoothly, be easier to operate and maintain. I will be looking for feedback,
input and possibly help as we move into this change. There is a broad array of skills available and there may be op‐
portunities for those if you have them.
The one thing that is the core that keeps it all together is our diving and our great times together. Keep that firmly in
mind as we move into a new year.

Fritz
COVER PHOTO
Photo taken by

Jack Connick; Taveuni Fiji October 2012

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Next Marker Buoy Club Meeting; December 5, 2012 at 7:00 PM @ the Sunset Hills Community Cen‐
ter… Our Guest is Coach Izzy,(Integrated Healing and Strength Systems, Inc, 353 High School Road NW, Bain‐
bridge Island, WA 98110, USA) who will discourse on Diver fitness & health( I had the good fortune to attend Izzy’s
seminar at the Tacoma Dive Travel Expo in April. It is EXCELLENT!‐ Ed.)

Reminder:
The club’s 2 O2 kits reside with Kimber Chard (Everett) & Gene Coronetz (Bellevue); You may requisition the kit if a
participant in your dive is a certified O2 provider.
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Dive Calendar
Date & Time
Dec 4 Tues

Notes
Night
dive
exp.
Alki Junk Yard, West Seattle. Little to no current. Good
2 lights + marker
spot for interesting night life.

Dec 5, Wed 2012
Meet 7pm

MB Club Meeting
Sunset Hill Community Center 3003 NW 66th St

Everyone welcome

Dec 6 Thurs

Mukilteo T-dock, Mukilteo. No current issues. Sunset at
4:18pm. Checkout geodome, possible wolf eel sightings.
Day Island Wall, Tacoma. Higher current exploration 2.7F> 12:30pm slack > 3.1E. RSVP for this dive.

Night dive exp.
2 lights + marker
No facilities

Dec 9 Sun

Redondo Beach, Des Moines. No current issues.

All divers

Dec 11 Tues

Shilshole Barges, Seattle. Kayak 1 mile from boat
launch to dive site. Some surface current.

Kayak divers

Dec 15 Sat

Redondo Beach, Des Moines. Lump sucker night dive. Night dive exp.
2 lights + marker
Sunset at 4:18pm. No current issues.

Dec 19 Wed

Seacrest- Cove 2, West Seattle. Sunset at 4:20pm. No Night dive exp.
2 lights + marker
current issues.

Dec 23 Sun

Day Island Wall, Tacoma. Higher current exploration 2.0F> 1:23pm slack > 3.2E. RSVP for this dive.

Dec 26 Wed

Seacrest- Cove 2, West Seattle. Sunset at 4:24pm. No Night dive exp.
2 lights + marker
current issues.

Dec 29 Sat

Sunrise, Gig Harbor. Current sensitive dive site. A long Moderate divers
Portapotty on site
moderately graded hill to walk. Very low exchange.

Dec 30 Sun

3-Tree N, Burien. Little to no current.

All divers

Jan 2, Wed 2013
Meet 7pm

MB Club Meeting
Sunset Hill Community Center 3003 NW 66th St

Everyone welcome

Jan 3 Thurs

Alki Junkyard, West Seattle. Little to no current. Sunset at
4:30pm.

Night dive exp.
2 lights + marker

Jan 13 Sun

Agate Pass, north end of Bainbridge Island. Current “fly” dive Mod divers
up channel from bridge to Old Man St Pk.
Comfortable in strong
current

Dec 8 Sat

Location & Contact Information
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Mod skill level
No facilities
Limited parking

Mod skill level
No facilities
Limited parking
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Dives & Travel
(JOIN FELLOW MARKER BUOY MEMBERS ON LOCAL & EXOTIC DIVE OUTINGS)

April 21 to 25 God’s Pocket Resort Port Hardy
Dive the spectacular, frigid waters of Browning Pass from God's Pocket Resort!
Accessible only by boat, it ís a secluded wilderness spot surrounded by forested islands and the waterways
of the Queen Charlotte Strait. A visit to God's Pocket provides not only spectacular cold water diving, but
also an opportunity for kayaking, hiking, shore walks, swimming with dolphins, and whale watching.
The cost : $1256.23 per person all taxes included. What it doesn't include is transportation to and from
Port Hardy, nor tip.
If you're interested, send me a non‐refundable deposit for $350.00 Please make checks out to God's
Pocket Resort. The balance of $906.23 will be due by the first week of February 2013.
This is a 5 day / 4 night package (3 full days of diving)
Pick up Saturday, 4/21 in Port Hardy, BC; Dive 4/22, 4/23 & 4/24;Drop off at Port Hardy on 4/25 am
For each person reserving a spot, either send a check of $350 to Katie or directly to God’s Pocket:
info@godspocket.com
Balance will be due Feb 15th, 2013.
Package Includes:
•
“Hurst Isle” boat ride to and from God’s Pocket Resort
from and to Port Hardy
•
Meals, Baked Goods, and hot and cold drinks. (They do not
provide sodas, alcohol or “junk” food. You can purchase these in
Port Hardy and you are welcome to bring your own.)
•
Accommodation and Housekeeping Service
•
All linens and towels
•
Up to 3 boat dives per diving day
•
Air fills
•
Aluminum 80 tanks and steel 85 tanks
•
Weights and Belts

God's Pocket Resort

•
Nitrox – $10.50 CDN plus taxes per fill for 85 cu/ft tanks. Larger tanks are $.13 per cu/ft. ie…100
cu/ft tank would cost $13.00 CND plus taxes per fill
•
Argon – $20 CDN plus taxes per person for their charter
BEFORE YOU COME – PLEASE make sure your equipment is serviced and in good working condition. They
have a limited “save the dive” kit and Port Hardy is an expensive boat ride away.
IMPORTANT: They do require proof of certification (a “C” card) from all divers, or they can’t dive you. No
exceptions.
More questions? Visit: http://www.godspocket.com/
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April 29 – May 5, 2013: God’s Pocket, Port Hardy
Trip cost is $2,100, with Anacortes Diving. Several Marker Buoy’s already signed up.
Travel to the far North end of Vancouver Island to Port Hardy. This is where Captain Bill will pick us up for the 10
mile boat ride through the wilds of Queen Charlotte Strait and take us to Hurst Island, where God's Pocket Resort is
located.
God's Pocket Resort is the only resident here nestled in a quiet cove off of Christie Passage. The resort is about a 5
minute boat ride from the famous Browning Wall, the most requested dive site in the area. Other incredible dives in
the area are Barry Islet, Dillon Rock, Hunt Rock and Nakwakto Rapids to name a few. Each area is rich in colorful ma‐
rine life from Wolf eels, Octopus, huge Lingcod, Clown Shrimp, Purple Ringed Top Snails, Grunt Sculpins, Sea lions and
more nudibranchs than you can name.
Contact: Dan Clements

Stellar Sea lions near God's Pocket 2009 (Judi Brooks Photo)

7 Tree Isle (Count 'em)

Browning Pass

Local residents visit
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Environmental Stewardship
REEF STATION NEWS
REEF surveys are a great way to contribute to citizen science. The database that is being
gathered with your input is being used by organizations all over the world to among other
things track critter populations and health. Not to mention filling them out will help you
be much more aware of what you are seeing. And that can only add to your enjoyment of
the dive.
So don’t forget to fill out those REEF surveys. If you’ve never completed a survey or if you
need a refresher on how to do one, here’s an excellent webpage from Critter Watcher’s
that will give you everything you need to know.
http://www.pnwscuba.com/critterwatchers/quickstart.htm

Joyce Merkel

REEF CRITTER OF THE MONTH
Northern Clingfish
Species ‐ Gobiesox Maeandricus
Family ‐ Gobiesocidae
Description: The clingfish family is characterized a sucking disc on the
under belly which if formed by the modification of the pelvic fins. It
uses this disc to attach to solid objects.
The Northern Clingfish has a skillet‐shaped head and body; dark, net‐
like markings cover the head and body; and often has a pale band be‐
tween the eyes. Other markings may radiate from the eye.
Color: Mottled and blotched shades of red to brown or green.
Range: Northern Baja California, Mexico, to southeastern Alaska.
Size: 2‐4 ½ to Max of 6 ½ inches
Habitat & Behavior: Wide range of habitats. Like to cling to underside of rocks, narrow
overhangs, kelp leaves and other sheltering materials. When sighted will often move to
the other side of the object.
To Find: Look especially in the shallows look underneath objects. Often is found upside
down on the top of an opening under a rock or piece of wood.
‐ Contriubting sources are ‘Coastal Fish Identification’ by Paul Humann, and ‘Coast Fishes of
the Pacific Northwest’ by Andy Lamb and Phil Edgell
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Nudibranch Abundance

By Karin Fletcher

Below are the results of my non‐scientific survey of nudibranch abundance at a variety of dive sites in the Pacific Northwest
during December for the previous three years.

Top Ten Nudibranchs for December (in order of abundance)
Scientific Name
Flabellina verrucosa
Onchidoris bilamellata
Doto amyra
Flabellina trilineata
Acanthodoris nanaimoensis
Diaulula sandiegensis
Dirona albolineata
Adalaria evincta
Dendronotus subramosus
Acanthodoris hudsoni

Common Name
Red gilled nudibranch
Barnacle eating dorid
Hammerhead doto
Three lined nudibranch
Nanaimo dorid
Leopard dorid
Alabaster nudibranch
Crowned dorid
Stubby dendronotus
Hudson's dorid

Nudibranch of the Month

Name: Adalaria evincta
Common Name: Crowned dorid
Description: White elongate body with small tubercules with crown of projecting spine; tubercules
surrounding rhinophores and circular gill; small, white gland behind the gill circlet

Size: 7‐14 mm
Range: Prince William Sound, AK to Cape Arago, OR
Depth range: low intertidal and shallow subtidal to 15 m
Food: Bryozoan: Hincksina minuscula and Dendrobenia lichenoides
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La Paz, Mexico:
Whale Sharks, Sea Lions, and Critters
In late October our intrepid group of divers took off for La Paz in search of whale sharks, sea lion, and all the other
critters the Sea of Cortez has to offer.
What is really spectacular about La Paz is the incredible variety of marine life. The Google Earth snap‐shot below
shows some of our main dive sites, in relation to our Dive operator, Buceo Carey, located at the main city docks.
Los Islotes is well known as a sea lion colony where juveniles will play and interact with visitors. There are also blen‐
nies, jaw fish, and a myriad of other creatures. It is about an hour and twenty minute ride from La Paz. La Corolita has
coral heads and blennies galore. Swanee Reef and La Reina have tropical and lots of moray. Swanee and the Salva
Tierra wreck are also two of the only areas where I have been able to successfully photograph garden eel.

For Helle, Kjeld, Jim, Toni, Jackie, and Hans, this was going to be their first time seeing whale sharks in the wild. When
we checked in with our dive operator the afternoon before our first outing, we were told no whale sharks had been
seen so far this season. This was extremely unusual, and was attributed to a hurricane that passed through the area a
week or so prior to our arrival.
It turned out our worries were not justified. On our first day we found a whale shark, and those who had not seen
one previously had their first encounter. This was followed by several other sightings, with the culmination being on
our final day when we had multiple sharks performing for us. And the sharks are a ten to fifteen minute ride from the
docks.
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The shot above is about an 18’ whale shark. They are truly beautiful animals.
As I mentioned earlier, Los Islotes is an amazing area to dive and photograph marine life. The one objective hazard
are the young sea lions who like to play with your fins and other gear. Here is a photo of one trying to remove my left
fin.

PAGE 10

THE TENDER: MARKER BUOY DIVE CLUB NEWSLETTER

While the babies are a riot to watch and play with, the rest of the colony also puts on quite an act. Below Jay
Sprenger captures a mother and young one playing in front of his lens.

And while the large subjects a great to photograph, some of the smaller subjects are equally entertaining. This Mexi‐
can Barnacle Blenny lets about a quarter to half an inch of his body emerge from his tube dwelling.

Oh, I almost forgot: the eels. Jim Boon seemed to find them on each dive. At La Reina he photographed four in a sin‐
gle den: very unusual. We thought that this guy was getting ready to have a piece of Jim for lunch!
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This trip turned out to be so productive that we will be heading back in October of 2013. If you are interested in join‐
ing us, send a quick note to Dan.

A Tale of Two Cameras: Fiji with the Nikon D7000 & D800
Optical Ocean Sales’ Photo Expedition to Taveuni and Rainbow Reef
Fourteen brave folks (including Doc Kay and his wife Wistar and brother Larry, as well as club member Steve DeBlois)
came along on our first shop trip to Taveuni, Fiji this October. The long flights from LAX through Nadi to The Garden
Island Resort went smoothly, and the staff greeted us with warm welcomes and traditional songs. Our rooms were
spacious, with fresh tropical flowers, and spa style bathrooms. We were anxious to get in a check‐out dive right away,
but the dive shop wasn’t prepared for our arrival, so things were bit disorganized from the start. It got worse when a
boat broke down, but
eventually we all got a dive
in, sort of. Denise
and I had to abort when
my regulator to valve
o‐ring blew at 45’, and I
had to make a quick
ascent.
Diving the rest of the
week went more smoothly,
with two dives in the
morning and one in the
afternoon. Rainbow
Reef, in the Somosomo
Straits between
Taveuni and Viti Levu was a
short 20 min run out,
and had a great variety of
dive sites, from top‐
of‐the‐reef hard corals,
sandy slots, to
short/deep walls and
caves. Currents were
up and down, and really
took the experienced
guides to figure out. They
would be running one
way on one side of the reef
and reverse direction on the other side. Many times we would drift down, then up and over and come back. The wall
entrance to The Great White wall was a cave that started at 35’ and came out at 80’, then ended with another short
swim‐though from 65’ back to 30’. Our dive profiles were pretty zig‐zaggy as a result, and it played havoc with some
divers’ ears.
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Fiji has amazing soft and hard corals, gorgonian fans and other invertebrates with Technicolor hues. These incredible
vistas left all sorts of subject matter for photography. There are also large amounts of small and medium‐sized fish,
with a few larger ones wandering by from time to time; white‐tip and bronze whaler sharks, a large napoleon wrasse,
turtles, etc. The Somosomo Straits doesn’t have as many large animals as other spots, but there is certainly a variety
of life.
Our surface intervals were a treat: we were able to pull up to a beautiful park on the other side of the straits that had
a wide sandy beach and shady palm trees to take a quick nap under. Fresh coconuts that the guides broke open ac‐
companied our snacks and clouds of small fish were fun to snorkel with.
The one sour note was that all of us got food‐borne norovirus (like food poisoning) the night of the “lovu feast” ‐
sometimes you get to experience cultures you don’t expect!
Go Large or Go Home
While most photographers who travel are moving to smaller rigs I seem to be moving in the other direction. Having
started with a small Sea & sea film rig, I moved through the range of Fuji compacts on to larger Nikon DSLRs. I was
very happy with the size and performance of my Nikon D7000 until I had a chance to shoot a full‐frame D800 camera.
My feeling is that I can get better quality, including a much broader dynamic range and have faster performance with
better control; I don’t mind the increased size. It’s all going to go in one bag anyway, so you might as well fill it!
I had brought two complete
Nauticam DSLR systems to Fiji,
my trusty Nikon D7000 and a
new D800 full‐frame, thinking to
try one against the other – size
vs. performance. I also thought
that the other folks might want
to try one out. However, no one
took me up on the offer; they all
elected to stick with the camer‐
as they brought with them.
I had rented the D800 body and
Sigma 15mmFE from Lens Rent‐
als.com and heartily endorse the
idea of renting a camera or spe‐
cialty lens for a trip, especially if
you aren’t sure what you want,
or won’t use it very often. I wanted to also look at the new D600 later on. Moving from cropped‐sensor DX to full‐
frame FX will entail changing several lenses, as most DX lenses simply don’t have enough resolution to use with a
36MP sensor. I plan on trying out professional quality lenses, and buying them only after I have enough experience to
justify their expense.
I shot the D7000 the first day, with my usual Tokina 10‐17 and then switched over to the D800, shooting with a Sigma
15mm fisheye lens and a Nikon 105 VR for macro. I later added a Kenko 1.4x teleconverter to the Sigma wide angle
and really liked the magnified sharpness that the 21mm rectilinear format setup provided. You lose a little image ar‐
ea, but it seems to pull in and focus the fine details of the corals with less distortion at the corners.
The 105VR shoots about like the 60mm macro does, with a bit more reach, but subsequently it is harder to lock fo‐
cus. I would recommend using at least a +5 diopter, maybe more depending on what you want to shoot. This allowed
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me to get much closer and eliminate some water between the subjects and myself. I did find that it wouldn’t lock
focus at distance on the D800, unlike using it on the D7000, where I like to shoot fish headshots.
The difference in dynamic range, detail and overall image quality with the D800 was much greater than I expected on
full‐frame, and after reviewing the images on my computer, the D7000, while an amazing camera, just didn’t com‐
pare. All of a sudden this became an expensive dive trip!
Where the D7000 is nice and small, the D800 is more of a “voluptuous” size and weight. Surprisingly though, the
D800 with an 8.5” dome port, was very light in the water, maybe even lighter than the D7000, while out of water it is
a bit of a tank.
But a larger physical‐sized rig has advantages. The Nauticam D800 has incredibly nice controls, many moved out to
levers, they are spread out and fall right under my hands. Even better when using gloves in cold water. My favorite is
the ISO: flip it down, scroll with the main control wheel and pop it back up. With the D7000, and most Nikons, if you
select menu item “hold button until released”, it can work the same way, but with a push of a button instead of a
lever. It saves having to use two hands to make an ISO or other change.
The one thing I really would miss from the D7000 is the small Zen 100mm dome port, along with the Tokina 10‐17 FE
zoom lens. You can really cram it into smaller spots when shooting CF/WA. With full‐frame, you really have to shoot a
larger dome, and I was using the 8.5” acrylic dome on this trip. The advantages of a larger dome are many: better
corners and overall quality, the ability to use more wide‐open f‐stops and the ability to shoot over‐and‐unders. I
would probably switch to a Zen 200mm or large 230mm mega‐dome glass port for a little more crispness.
Getting used to shooting in high ISOs was the biggest change for me. It felt really “wrong” to use ISO 800 in the caves,
as I’m so used to getting a lot of noise as a result. The D800 and other new FX cameras can be shot at very high ISOs
without penalty. ISO 800 looks about like 200 on a DX camera and even higher ISO settings of 1200 or above show
little noise. As I progress, I will find that shooting
in available light, and maybe experimenting with
filters at higher ISOs will be a huge sea‐change
and will open up a lot of new avenues for shoot‐
ing shallow water, deeper wrecks, caves, or at
night.
“Batting” It All Around
Every night at Taveuni we had hundreds of huge
fruit bats come home to roost in the trees. Chirp‐
ing, chattering and the occasional full screams
accompanied our nights’ rest. Like the difference
in technology between my cameras, the con‐
trasts between the colorful soft corals and primal
bats, the modern hotel in its eco‐friendly sur‐
roundings and the primitive local houses, made
for an interesting cultural experience.

Jack Connick

PAGE 14

THE TENDER: MARKER BUOY DIVE CLUB NEWSLETTER

Classified
ACCOMMODATIONS
La Paz BCS Condo @ Costa Baja; On the marina
where the “mui excellente” Dive Charter FUN BAJA is
located. View Website: http://vrbo.com/143122 or
Contact Marlene Fletcher

MAUI CONDO: Great for divers. Ground floor, 1/4
mi. from B&B Scuba in Kihei. Centrally located to
dive sites. Ref: http://vrbo.com/123327.

Instructor Members
GREG WILSON – NAUI,
www.eastsidediving.com

Rhoda Green – PADI

rhoda_g@rocketmail.com.

Scott Christopher- SDI /TDI/
NAUI/NACD/ PADI/ DAN,
www.soundaquatics.com

Kim Thomas – NAUI
kimmichelle@earthlink.net

Randy Williams - TDI/SDI Open Water Advanced Mixed-Gas Instructor
NAUI Technical Instructor
heliox@comcast.net
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About Marker Buoys
The Marker Buoy Dive Club of Seattle meets 7:00 PM, the first Wednesday of each month at the Sunset Hills Community Center in
Ballard. The Marker Buoy Dive Club is one of the most active dive clubs in the Pacific Northwest. Membership level is around 150.
Our members include some that are new to diving or to the Seattle area. Many have over 1000 dives in their log.
In addition to hosting many dives each month, monthly meetings are held at the Sunset Community Center in Ballard. Monthly
meetings give members an opportunity to give reports on club dives of the previous month, information on upcoming dives, and
occasionally slide and video presentations of dives. A guest speaker related to scuba diving, the marine environment, or something
of interest to divers is featured every month. Club‐sponsored activities include over 100 dives each year, dive planning parties, an
annual picnic at Woodland Park, and an annual banquet.

GENERAL CLUB POLICIES
CLUB ROSTER
WEIGHT BELT REPLACEMENT POLICY
The Marker Buoy Club Roster lists each member’s name, ad‐ The club will reimburse any member who ditches weights in what
dress, phone numbers and email address. The purpose of the they consider an emergency during any dive, anywhere. The re‐
list is for diving ‐ to find a buddy for a spontaneous dive, to imbursement is for replacement cost of all items ditched and not
drum up interest in your forthcoming sponsored dive, or let recovered, up to a maximum of $150.
people know if there has been a change in dive plan. No com‐
mercial use is permitted. If you have information to change on SPONSOR A DIVE, EARN AN AIR CARD
Dive hosts receive an Air Card good at local dive shops when 6
the roster contact Joyce Merkel.
Marker Buoy members participate on the dive. The Club Oxygen
Kit counts as a buddy as long as one member of the party is O2
DIVER’S ED
The club will reimburse members $15 for successful completion trained. Limit of 1 Air Card per club member per calendar month.
of advanced certification courses that increases the member’s The club has two O2 kits ‐ currently with Kimber Chard and Gene
competency and safety. Limit of 3 reimbursements per club Coronetz.
member per calendar year. Courses that qualify are advanced
diver, rescue diver, dive master, instructor, nitrox, DAN O2 Pro‐ YAHOO GROUPS MARKER BUOYS
vider, and initial First Aid & CPR (non‐renewal). Reimbursement Join our members only on‐line web group! Find a last‐minute dive
for other courses subject to board approval. Just show proof of buddy, ride, or directions to a dive, trip reports, as well as our
course completion to Mark Wilson, Treasurer, for your reim‐ roster and newsletters:
bursement.

MARKER BUOY 2012 BOARD
President: Fritz Merkel
Vice President: Brian Nyenhuis
Secretary: Joyce Merkel

Treasurer: Mark Wilson
Programs: Doug Miller
Newsletter: Gene Coronetz
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Webmaster: Karin Fletcher
Fundraiser: Nathalie Curtis
Refreshments: Catherine Knowlson

