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Buoyed up in August
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Later that evening as a satisfied group sailed back on the ferry we remarked at what an incredible day of diving and
socializing we had experienced just a couple hours from home. The hard-core stayed for a 2nd dive in Rich Passage.
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Vote on the change for minors
This September meeting we vote on the change to the Bylaws regarding minors. We’ve gone over it a bunch but to
review, minors will no longer be able to be members. Certified diving parents of minors can be members and they
can bring their minor children on dives. This is purely a move to minimize liability for Club members. It is not designed to exclude the participation of minors from Club dives.
In the Bylaws, Article III, 2a2, it will state: [Must be 18 years old or older] and 2b1, [Must meet all qualifications of a
Full member] which means being certified.
You must be at the meeting to vote. Passage will require a 2/3 vote of attending members in good standing. I strongly recommend folks attend the meeting and cast your vote.
Saltwater State Park Buoys
Buoyed up by the hard work, the know-how, and enthusiasm of Randy Williams there are now a new set of buoys at
Saltwater State Park. One has the Club name on it. The Club has committed up to $925 as a matching grant donation
($1850 total) for one buoy. We’re ~$550 of the way there. If we get a bunch of members to chip in we’ll make that
easily. A $10 donation from half our Club and we are there. Larger donations make it easier. You can even make tax
deductible via an encumbered fund set up at Washington Scuba Alliance. See below [How You can Contribute to the
Buoy Projects]. This project helps all of us and needs your support. I sincerely hope you will consider a donation.
Cove 2 Buoys and Boundary Line
Thanks again to Randy’s energy and commitment, the persistent work of Jim Boon working with the City for partial
funding, and a handful of enthusiastic divers the Cove 2 boundary system is starting to be completely rebuilt. We’ve
wrestled with barnacle encrusted rope wrapped around junk and tangled with fishing line, and done so in visibility
that should not be visited on any sane diver. That was before we stirred up the bottom. By the end of September it
should be back and better than it ever was. An important part of this will be on-going maintenance to keep the enPAGE 2
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crustations off and periodically inspect it for wear. I’ll be working to make this a dive community function. We all use
it, we all own it, and we all need to be responsible for it. Having been a critical part of the community that helped
keep Cove 2 open, building the original boundary system, and instrumental in maintaining and refurbishing it over
the last decade MBDC has made a significant contribution to all divers with our efforts.
The City has only paid for the surface buoys. Another $2000 for the critical underwater boundary line, additional improvements, and miscellaneous costs need to be covered. This needs dive community attention. The Board has
agreed to help in approaching the shops and other clubs to contribute to this important and well used dive site. This
also can be funded via a tax deductible account targeted specifically for Cove 2 via WSA. This is a worthy goal that can
be easily achieved by small donations from lots of divers. Please also consider donating to this project which is critical
in keeping the diving we so love open at Cove 2. See below [How You can Contribute to the Buoy Projects].
Both Underwater Sports and Lighthouse dive have generously agreed to contribute air fills to divers working on the
Cove 2 project. When you are in there let them know you appreciate their support. It’s an important part of helping
make this a community issue.
Divers Tie the Knot
Evidently not coordinating with each other about dates 4 Club members became 2 couples over the same weekend
of Aug. 18-19. Locally Rob Henderson married Tracy Miller at Salty’s officiated by our own Kimber Chard. They started the day with a chartered Duck ride around Seattle. The tour started and finished at the Aquarium and motored
through Lake Union (of course) while everyone acted silly during the tour. It was great fun, and actually informative.
It’s one of those things everyone ought to do sometime. The ceremony and following dinner at Salty’s was wonderful. The weather could not have been more cooperative for this special evening.
Crossing the border plus a plus a ferry ride brought you to the wedding Christine Scott to Michael Russell at Whaler
Bay Lodge on Galiano Island, Canada. Distance and timing did not allow Joyce and I to attend, but the pictures from
Jim McGauhey show another great time, wonderful setting and excellent weather.
I offer my congratulations and best wishes to both couples. It’s wonderful to see more diving couples in the Club.

Fritz Merkel
How You Can to Contribute to the Buoy Projects
Be sure to read the items in Fritz’s President Message above about Salt Water State Park and Cove 2
Buoy Projects for an explanation of what these projects are and why it is so important that we support
them. This work affects the whole dive community.
To contribute to either or both projects follow these instructions:
Go to the http://www.wascuba.org/donate.htm and follow the instructions for donating through Paypay
with your Paypal account or as a quest (using your credit card).
IMPORTANT: Either way there will be an opportunity to fill in a Comment box. (This is how the
money goes where you want.)


If you are contributing to the “Cove 2 Buoy Project” write that in the comment box.



If you are contributing to the “Salt Water State Park Buoy Project” write that in the comment
box AND be sure to also include that you are a Marker Buoy Club member (this will make your
donation eligible for the club’s matching money).

Your contribution will be tax exempt because it is being collected by WSA.
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COVER PHOTO
Photo taken by Pat Gunderson @ Possession Point State Park

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Next Marker Buoy Club Meeting; September 5, 2012 at
7:00 PM @ the Sunset Hills Community Center… Adam Yates, owner of Puget Sound Dive Charters will be our guest speaker. He will tell us all about
his company’s structure, the vessel, areas of operation, other types of work
PSDC takes part in, scheduling, and prices. Then some of his staff will give a
video presentation about diving off their boat and some of their favorite dive
sites.

DIVE PLANNING PARTY!!!

September 8, 2012, 4:00pm at Rob and Tracy’s. 20318 SE 146th
St., Renton. Come one, Come all! We’ll party, swap dive stories, and plan some dive too. Potluck, BYOB.
Contact Rob at (425)941-9196 if you need more information.

NEWLYWEDS: Congratulations!!! and best wishes to Mike Russell and Christine Scott who
made their nuptials on August 18th; AND to Rob Henderson and Tracy Miller who were married by Marker
Buoy member and minister Kimber Chard on August 19. What a fine weekend for weddings it was! We
couldn’t be happier for both couples!

Christine and Mike

Tracy and Rob

Photo by Jim McGauhey

Photo by Fritz Merkel
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Dive Calendar
Date & Time
Sept 1 Sat

Location & Contact Information

Saltwater State Park, Des Moines. No current issues.
Underwater artificial reef.

Notes
All divers

Sept 5, Wed 2012
Meet 7pm
Sept 6 Thurs

MB Club Meeting
Sunset Hill Community Center 3003 NW 66th St

Sept 8, Sat
Meet 4pm
Sept 9 Sun

Dive Planning Party
Rob and Tracy Henderson home-Renton

All divers
Advanced divers

Sept 18 Tues

Deception Pass, Whidbey Island. Very current sensitive. Advanced drift dive.
Possession Point State Park, Whidbey Island. No current issues. See cliffs, crevices, fish, invertebrates,
have fun.
Titlow Beach, Tacoma. Shallow dive, some current.
Great photo dive.
3-Tree N, Burien. Little to no current.

Sept 25 Tues

Seacrest- Cove 2, West Seattle. No current issues.

Night dive exp.
2 lights + marker
Parking issues

Oct 2 Tues

Edmonds UW Park, Edmonds. Little to no current.

Night dive exp.
2 lights + marker
Parking issues

Oct 9 Tues

Possession Point Fingers, Possession Point, Whidbey Kayak divers
Island. 3 tank dive. Meet at Mukilteo ferry at 10:00 am. Ferry $
Dive1-kayak dive at Possession Point Ferry, dive 2-3 at
Fingers, meet 3pm.
Night dive exp.
Seacrest- Cove 2, West Seattle. No current issues.

Sept 9 Sun

Sept 15 Sat

Oct 16 Tues

Everyone welcome

Alki Junk Yard, West Seattle. Little to no current. Good All divers
spot for interesting night life.

Intermediate divers
Ferry $
All divers
Night dive exp.
2 lights + marker
No facilities

2 lights + marker
Parking issues

Dive Calendar Trips
Date & Time
Sept 26-30, 2012
October 11-20, 2012
Oct 27-Nov 3, 2012

Location & Contact Information
Hornby Island, BC, with REEF.
Taveuni, Fiji. Photo expedition. Book @ Reef & Rainforests Travel Agency
LaPaz, Baji Calif, Mexico. Whale shark snorkeling,
Sea lion diving.
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New Buoy System Completed
at Salt Water State Park
It has been a busy past few months with the two buoy
upgrade projects. Here’s a quick note to tell you about the
work that was recently completed at Saltwater State Park
This past August 24 saw the completion of the installation
of the newly refurbished buoys for Saltwater State Park in
Des Moines, WA. Jim Arnold of Alpha Marine Installations
has been installing the other WSA buoys around the
sound with a single point mooring system. This anchor
system is “screwed” into the bottom with a powerful hydraulic driver. We assisted Jim with the rigging and deployment of his equipment from his work boat. Ross
Fleming, Gene Coronetz and myself met Jim at Redondo
boat ramp at 9AM. We ran up to the park and got to
work.
Digressing for a moment...It was the previous Saturday
was when Bill Minton of Northwest Dive Charters had us
out on his boat. With help from Bill’s and crew, along
with Gene Coronetz, we installed the two can
buoys. These are chained and shackled to the concrete
pilings that are part of the reef structure. We then
dropped survey marker floats to indicate where we planned to install the mooring buoys. The two can
buoys are now attached to the North and South fingers of the rocks at a depth of aprx 50ft. One of the
mooring buoys was placed right at the ballast stone pile of the North reef section in about 40ft. The other is
darn near touching the rocks of the center section of the reef structure.
After all the great work that was done to build the new
reef at Saltwater State Park, I was really concerned
that the buoys had all broken free and lost. It had become a pain to sometimes try and blindly cruise out
from shore and hope you find at least one of the three
rock fingers. A number of divers had tried and never
found the reef area. That was not right at all! So I took
it upon myself to approach the park staff and propose
that we find the buoys, rebuild them and get them
placed back in the location that best serves the needs
of us Puget Sound divers. This would also help in generating more interest in using Saltwater State Park. It
was also proposed that this project would be of no cost
to the WA State Parks. As a local diver and a resident of Des Moines, I felt I could take on this project and
get ‘er done!
PAGE 6
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I received support for this project from my fellow Marker Buoy members along with the WA Scuba Alliance
who also jumped at this chance to help.
The state park rangers were also very helpful by contributing
the two old state mooring buoys to me for their refurbishing. They did look pretty ratty and worn. The two can buoys
looked pretty sad too. One of which had to be dragged from
the rocky beach north of the park boundary.
In the four years since the reef was built, this jewel of Puget
Sound has turned into a great success! It’s amazing how much
the marine life has recently taken over the rocks and other materials. Large schools of Rockfish, Ling Cod, Octopuses,
Wolfeels....Name your favorite Puget Sound critter and there’s a
good chance you’ll find it thriving here at this location.
Now, we divers should have no problem getting out and diving
this really fine dive site. Whether or not you’re heading out from shore, or coming by boat, you can’t miss
it! Just find a buoy and submerge! It’s now that easy.
So get out and enjoy this jewel of Puget Sound and the fine setting of Saltwater State Park. Don’t forget
your annual state park pass. If you buy it at any state park, it’s only $30 bucks for a year. It’s worth it.
Randy Williams
Check out this video of the project by Randy at http://youtu.be/9XduJABFL8g
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Carbon Monoxide Analyzers:
Why You Should Consider Purchasing One
After a diving trip with Club Cantamar last year where our group received contaminated air fills, I decided to check
into the advisability of purchasing a carbon monoxide testing tool. Wow: have the rules changed, or should I say gone
away.
In 2009 PADI lost a law suit stemming from the death of an American
at CoCoView Resort in Roatan. Prior to this time PADI required all its
five-star resorts and dive shops to test compressor air quarterly. During the first year of operation results were sent to PADI world headquarters. After year one test results were required to remain on file.
NAUI has a code of ethics calling for quarterly testing, but there is no
enforcement. In the July issue of Undercurrents, Ben Davison noted “…
many NAUI shops I have visited have no current testing certificate
available. In fact, many of these shops were unaware of the code.”
As a result, prior to 2009 the sport diving industry went from having some semblance of a quality assurance program
for air, to a post 2009 era where PADI, who operates its largest training program and certifies over 60% of all divers,
dropped its air quality assurance program. NAUI is not actively enforcing. The SSI standard for a shop is: “have a
compressed air system that delivers quality breathing air.”
So, in the current era of deregulate everything in the United States, sport divers are left on their own. Again, to quote
Ben:
It has become the Wild West out there for sport divers with regard to any sort of air testing, and it is becoming more difficult to find dive facilities where one can locate quarterly tests being done, despite all U.S. and
Canadian fire services requiring their compressor stations to test regularly (quarterly in the U.S. and biannually in Canada). Sean Sheldrake, a unit diving officer for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, wrote a
2009 article expressing his concern that many shops in his Pacific Northwest region stopped testing once
they realized PADI was no longer going to enforce the quarterly Grade E testing requirement.
Should you decide, like myself, that you want to verify your air is not contaminated with carbon monoxide, there are
two options available, both running about $350. The first is the Analox CO EII ( www.analox.net ), and the second is
the Oxycheq CO Expedition analyzer ( http://oxycheq.com ).
My choice was the Analox unit, as I also have their oxygen sensor for verifying Nitrox levels. Interestingly, the Analox
unit ships without a user manual, which seems rather odd. A very informative and helpful manual is available on their
web site. It discusses unsafe CO levels, and adjustments for helium mixes.
Based on last year’s experience with Club Cantamar, along with the lack of quality assurance programs in the US and
Canada, my carbon monoxide sensor has become an integral part of my safety gear for dives both domestically and
abroad. You may want to consider one for your kit.

Dan Clements
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REEF STATION NEWS
The Fishinars continue. A schedule of upcoming ones is available on www.reef.org/webinar/
I don’t see any currently scheduled ones for critters from this region, but there are many past
ones that can still be accessed. After the live Fishnar has completed it is available direct from
the website with a click for one week. After that point, if you are a REEF member, you may
request to view a fishinar from their list. Simply contact janna@reef.org with your name and
REEF member number and the name of the fishinar.

REEF CRITTER OF THE MONTH
Stubby Squid, Rossia pacifica
Phylum Mollusca
Class Cephalopoda
Family Sepiolid
The Stubby squid is a member of the sepiolid family
of cephalopods. Although sepiolids are commonly
called squid, they are not true squid. They look like a
combination between octopus and squid but are actually more closely related to cuttlefish. Like cuttlefish, they can bury themselves in the sand. Like octopuses, they mostly live on the bottom rather than
swimming in the water. They have eight suckered
arms and two long tentacles like squid, but don't
have a quill or cuttlebone for internal body support. They swim by using the fins on either side of their body or use
jet propulsion by taking water into their body cavity and squirting it out a funnel.
Stubby squid (or bobtail squid) live from the lower intertidal region down to 300 m deep around the perimeter of
the North Pacific from Japan to Southern California. In Puget Sound scuba divers can see stubby squids at night in
the winter. They're found on moderately sloping bottoms consisting
of muddy sand in places protected from strong tidal currents. These
places usually have access to deeper depths because the squid go
deeper in the summer.
At night they sit out on the bottom. They are usually transfixed by a
diver's bright light, much like a frog in a pond or a deer transfixed in
the road by an auto's lights. During the day they bury themselves in
sand or mud, with just their eyes peering out for danger. They dig by
blowing jets of water with their funnel to create a depression in the
sand. Then they sit in the depression and gather 'handfuls' of sand
with two opposing arms and throw it back over their heads onto their bodies to complete their self-burial.
When divers stir them up from their daytime rest the squid will jet away, leaving a blob of ink in its place. The ink is
thick and black (most octopus ink is brown) and the blob usually resembles a squid body. Sometimes a diver just
sees the ink blob and knows a squid is somewhere in the area.
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THE TENDER: MARKER BUOY DIVE CLUB NEWSLETTER

At maturity, they are about six cm long. Both male and At maturity, they are about six cm long. Both male and female die after mating (there is no such thing as 'safe sex' for these animals!). The female lays 25-50 eggs about a
cm in diameter on clam shells, sponge masses or the underside of over-hanging rocks, then she dies. The eggs
hatch in four to nine months. The egg capsules have to be tough and durable to protect the embryos for so long;
empty egg capsules have been kept in running water for another six months with no apparent decay. The eggs receive no parental care. Juveniles hatch out as miniature adults and soon begin feeding on small crustaceans. They
live only two years from egg to spawning adult. Adults mostly eat live shrimp they catch with their two long tentacles. They eat with a horny beak inside their mouths, located underneath the body at the center of the arms. They
mostly eat the same parts of the shrimp as we do; they hold the shrimp with their arms and eat out the tail and
some of the inner organs, dropping the head. One surprising thing recently learned about stubby squid is
that they are found in polluted urban bays with highly
polluted bottom sediments, such as the inner harbors
of Seattle and Tacoma (Washington State, USA). There
may be several reasons they can survive there. Deposition from rivers maybe capping polluted sediments.
Their short life spans (just two years from eggs) may
not allow them to absorb a significant amount of pollutants from the sediments. Another survival factor may
be the stubby squid's ability to produce copious quantities of mucus, which may protect it from the sediments
like a thick Jello jacket.
The stubby squid does well in aquariums, provided
they are kept cold (8-10°C) and are fed small live
shrimp. The Seattle Aquarium has kept them continuously on display for more than 10 years. Visitors to the Aquarium frequently call them 'cute.' The Aquarium believes it is the only one in the world to show these intriguing animals that combine the mystery and alien-ness of octopuses with the whimsy of cuttlefish.
thecephalopodpage.org Ariticle by Roland Anderson
For those of you who don’t know Roland recently retired from our own Seattle Aquarium. He is a world renowned
expert on cephalopods. Each year the Aquarium still conducts the Giant Pacific Octopus count that was started by
Roland. – Joyce Merkel
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Neah Bay REEF survey trip report
When I signed up as a volunteer surveyor with
REEF.ORG a couple of years ago, one of my goals
was to become a level 5 surveyor and get invited
to participate in one of REEF’s Advance Assessment Team (AAT) survey trips. After completing
over 100 surveys and passing the various tests I
reached level 5 earlier this year and low and behold I got an invite to participate in a 4 day survey
trip in the Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary near Neah Bay and Cape Flattery. SCORE! All
those surveys and tests were going to pay off.
REEF has been doing these survey trips for 10
years in this area so they have some really valuable data on how fish populations are doing over
time in this area.
The trip took place during the third week of August. Karin and I headed out a day early to do some shore diving at the
rocks near Sekiu Jetty and were joined by Alex and Kristi. The site not very deep but is a very interesting dive with a
real variety of life in the boulders and kelp. It is similar to Salt Creek but an
easier entry. Karin and I dove there a couple of more times during the week.
Then on Monday, I and 9 other REEF surveyors boarded LuJac’s Quest skippered by Phil Jensen for the first of eight dives over 4 days.
This was my first dive trip to the area and something I’ve wanted to do since
starting to dive. Surface conditions over the four days ranged from foggy,
moderately rough seas and swell to flat calm and warm sunny skies. There
was a real variety of conditions underwater as well. Visibility ranged from
over 50 feet (Tatoosh Island South) to less than 10 feet at Sekiu Jetty on one
dive. Tatoosh Island was by far the best dive. It had the best viz but also was
the only dive where we were noticeably in blue water vs. the typical green
water. It is located on the south side of Tatoosh Island and is truly on the
ocean. We also did Skagway Rocks which is around the corner from Cape Flattery and on the outer coast. The other dives were along the north coast of
between Neah Bay and Cape Flattery.
Doug and other REEF divers

Since this was a REEF trip we were mainly there to survey fish. Probably the biggest surprise of the trip was the lack of fish. I had heard stories of huge schools of
rockfish, lings etc. and we found very few large schools. We saw the occasional
school of black rockfish and a few sightings of other species of rockfish but otherwise this was the worst year for rockfish since REEF began doing these surveys 10
years ago. Clearly fishing has taken its toll. Kelp greenlings were generally the most
common fish species with a few cabezon, sculpins thrown in. We also saw large
schools of Pacific Sandlance. I also saw my first manacled sculpin.

Manacled Sculpin

The inverts were a real highlight. Lots of color with anemones, bryozoan, hydrocoral, ascidians, urchins, sponges and
a variety of nudis.
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This trip also had its bizarre moments…
On one dive, we had a gray whale pass through where we
were diving at Slant Rock. While we did not see it, the whale
surfaced very close to us just as we finished our dive.
On another dive, one of the Washington State Fish and Wildlife large patrol boats got their prop tangled in a crab pot and
a couple of REEF divers went over and dove under their boat
to untangle the prop. This gave us a chance to chat about the
lack of fish. One officer stated that he believed the currents
rules were actually working against rockfish populations that
are close to shore. Currently the rules allow fisherman to take
10 rockfish a day but they can only fish no deeper than 120
feet. So he figured the rockfish within recreational diving
depths are getting cleaned out. Very sad.
Overall this was a really interesting and educational trip. I want to thank Janna Nichols and REEF for organizing the
trip. If you get a chance to dive this area it is definitely worth the trip.

Doug Miller
All photos by Doug Miller
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Nudibranch Abundance
By Karin Fletcher

Below are the results of my non-scientific survey of nudibranch abundance at a variety of dive sites in the Pacific Northwest
during September for the previous three years.

Top Ten Nudibranchs for September (in order of abundance)
Scientific Name
Flabellina verrucosa
Doto amyra
Dirona albolineata
Flabellina trilineata
Cuthona divae
Janolus fuscus
Acanthodoris nanaimoensis
Hermissenda crassicornis
Onchidoris muricata
Dendronotus subramosus

Common Name
Red gilled nudibranch
Hammerhead doto
Alabaster nudibranch
Three lined nudibranch
Pink cuthona
White and orange tipped nudibranch
Nanaimo dorid
Opalescent nudibranch
Fuzzy onchidoris
Stubby dendronotus

Nudibranch of the Month

Name: Cuthona albocrusta
Common Name: White crusted aeolid
Description: Body has white encrustations as do the head, cerata and tips of simple rhinophores. Cerata are inflated and can be green to umber.
Size: 12 mm
Range: Prince William Sound, AK to La Paz, MX
Depth range: unknown
Food: Hydroid - Tubularia crocea
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A Review of the Lembeh and Gangga Island Resorts
I am sure that there are some Marker Buoy Club members that have traveled to North Sulawesi in Indonesia. Based
on a recommendation by an owner of a resort visited during a previous vacation and along with some serious research done by my wife, we decided that North Sulawesi would
be this year’s dive vacation spot. We have been vacationing in
that general area for the past couple of years and each year it
seem as though we seem to go farther towards the west. With
my wife doing all the research, I just go along for the ride, it was
decided that we would head to North Sulawesi and instead of
staying at only one resort, we would divide the trip and spend
time at two resorts.
With my wife checking through sites such as Trip Advisor, contacting people based on their reviews, and also by using a book
that she owns on diving the world, it was decided that we would visit Lembeh Resort (www.lembehresort.com) and
then move to Gangga Island Resort ( www.ganggaisland.com).
Using frequent flyer miles, we departed Seattle in the early morning hours on July 30th and we arrived on August
1st. Due to crossing the dateline it was 3 days of travel but in reality it was actually about 48 hours of travel. Our
journey was to take us from Seattle to San Francisco to Hong Kong to Singapore and finally to Manado and then to
be picked up by driver from the resort and taken to a boat launch in Bitung. It sounds very grueling and it really
turned out pretty good. Our bags were checked all the way from Seattle to Manado so we never had to get our bags.
We were able to get our seats for each flight except for the flight from Singapore to Manado ahead of time and we
knew that before we left. Even though we had some long layovers we were able to make do. The longest layover
was in Singapore (9 hours) and when we arrived it was near midnight and pretty much everything in the airport was
shutdown. The Singapore airport has a transit hotel in which a room can be rented in blocks of 6 hours for about a
hundred dollars. Instead of sleeping in a chair we opted to rent a room. Great decision because the person at the
desk also told us what we needed to do in the morning as to where the Silk Airways ticket counter was located. The
next morning, we headed to Silk Airways ticket counter showed them our reservations and they handed us boarding
passes. They took care of retrieving our luggage. Why could not this happen here in the United States. It was amazing as to how efficient the Singapore airport is.
The grueling part of the trip was the drive from the airport to the dock. The vehicles have left hand drive. There are
no straight roads. The road is up and down as it winds it way from Manado to Bitung and takes about an hour and a
half. Doesn’t sound too bad. The road is paved and is about a lane and half wide. Two way traffic. Most of the people ride small motorbikes with anywhere from 1 to 3 people on them at the same time. If they could figure how to
put more people on them, I am sure they would. Now these people drive like it is free for all. They pass on the right,
pass on the left, and pass on a curve. They even pass when an oncoming vehicle is right ahead. Just force the driver
to pull to the left. Don’t think about sticking your head to window to take a picture.
To get to Lembeh Resort, you are met at the dock in Bitung and taken by one of Lembeh Resort’s boats to their
dock. It is about a 45 minute ride along the Celebes Sea. The resort is built up in a hill and has 15 bungalows with air
conditioning and hot showers. There is also a swimming pool. The main building is an enclosed structure that is
opened on the sides with seating on an outside deck for meals.. The lobby is downstairs and upstairs is a bar and
food service areas.. Breakfast and lunch are served buffet style with dinner being served via a limited menu. The
bungalows are strategically placed to give guests a waterfront view.
The diving is a separate entity from the hotel. There are lockers in which to store your gear. The dive staff do an excellent job in taking care of your gear during your stay. Your gear is set up each day and placed on the proper dive
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boat and then is cleaned and placed back in your locker to be ready for the next day’s dive excursion. A white board
has the dive boats and which guests are on that boat. The dive site is also listed. If a person is using Nitrox then an
“N” is placed next to the name and if a person is deciding to skip a dive then an “X” is placed next to the name so the
staff will not get up that persons dive gear. Dive Center staff also periodically will keep track of the board. Upon
checkout, you are given a list of the dives you did with the names of the dive sites.
There are numerous sites for the staff to choose from and they are all within a 10 minute boat ride. All dives are
guided and a house reef dive can be done guided or unguided. There is also a Mandarin Goby mating dive and night
dives are offered. Most of the dives are relatively shallow (60-70 ft) and are spent poking around in the dark sand
looking for many creatures that inhabit the sand. You are given a steel rod called a, “Muck Stick. “ This stick is used
to balance while photographing and for poking in the sand. The water is not the clear blue that most people think of
when you hear of Tropical diving. This is an excellent place for photographers who enjoy macro.
The Gangga Island Resort is more upscale than the Lembeh Resort. The resort is more spread out with some of the
bungalows being arranged along the beach. This gives guests great views of afternoon sunsets. Each bungalow has a
lounge type chair on the beach with the pads in your bungalow to bring to the beach. The main building also includes
the dining and lobby areas. There is also another eating area
that can be used for outdoor barbecues if the weather permits. Breakfast is served buffet style with lunch and dinner
served from a limited menu. The foods are locally produced.
Guests sit at assigned tables.
The diving center staff will come to each guest bungalow upon arrival. They bring a large heavy plastic tub and take your
gear to the diving center where your gear is stored. At dinner,
a dive center manager will come to your table to go over the
next day’s dives. When you report to the boats for the morning dive, you will find your tank set up and all your other
accessories are in those tubs placed below you gear. Because some of the dive sites are farther away from the resort along another island, the surface intervals are spent on the boats. These dives are along walls and pinnacles. At
the end of each day your gear is taken, cleaned, and stored by the dive staff. If an afternoon or night dive has been
arranged, then your gear will be placed on the boat. At the end of
your diving vacation your gear will be brought back to your bungalow
cleaned and ready to be packed for your trip home.
Both resorts are similar in that they both have a photo center in
which you can clean, dry, and store camera gear between dives. Each
resort has a different set up, but you can also charge batteries. The
dive briefings are given by the divemasters, with each one being
sketched out on a small white board that shows the terrain and depth
of the dive. For people that keep any type of log on diving, both resorts will give a detail list of the dive sites visited. At Lembeh, the divemasters write on a slate during the dive what
creatures that they show and you can copy the slates. At Gangga, they also add your depth and time of dive.
I would recommend any one these two resorts to people who want a land based dive operation with very knowledgeable staff.

Bobby Berenson
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Dives & Travel
(JOIN FELLOW MARKER BUOY MEMBERS ON LOCAL & EXOTIC DIVE OUTINGS)

April 29 – May 5, 2013: God’s Pocket, Port Hardy
Trip cost is $2,100, with Anacortes Diving. Several Marker Buoy’s already
signed up.
Travel to the far North end of Vancouver Island to Port Hardy. This is where
Captain Bill will pick us up for the 10 mile boat ride through the wilds of
Queen Charlotte Strait and take us to Hurst Island, where God's Pocket Resort
is located. God's Pocket Resort is the only resident here nestled in a quiet
cove off of Christie Passage.
The resort is about a 5 minute boat ride from the famous Browning Wall, the most requested dive site in the area. Other
incredible dives in the area are Barry Islet, Dillion Rock, Hunt Rock and Nakwakto Rapids to name a few. Each area is rich
in colorful marine life from Wolfeels, Octopus, huge Lingcod, Clown Shrimp, Purple Ringed Top Snails, Grunt Sculpins,
Sea lions and more nudibranchs than you can name.
Contact Anacortes Diving or Dan Clements

Fifth Annual Underwater Photo Walk at Edmonds, October 13, 9:00 AM splash down. Post dive meet-up at Optical Ocean in Seattle for post processing and up-load instructions. Geared to underwater photographers and those who want to help spot critters.

Photo Expedition to Taveuni, Fiji Oct 11-20, 2012
Optical Ocean Sales has organized a great trip to Fiji next October! This all-inclusive trip lead by owner Jack Connick, is
going to the Garden Island of Taveuni for some awesome diving. Specially oriented to photographers, and arranged by
Reef & Rainforests Travel Agency, everything is included; airfare from Los Angeles, 7 nights Ocean View rooms (double
occupancy), 3 meals a day, 3 boat dives a day, tanks, weights and refreshments, as well as unlimited shore diving, use of
kayaks and more! Download our flyer here.
Taveuni is known as the 'Garden Island of Fiji' located 7 kilometers off of Vanua Levu. It is well known for its’ flora and
fauna and is a popular destination for many travelers. Numerous dive sites lie just minutes away. Fiji is the "soft coral
capital" of the world and coral in multicolored hues cover many walls and dive sites.
Cost is $3750 all inclusive from LA. 3 day extension is $650. Non-divers welcome - $3350.
More info: http://www.opticaloceansales.com/photo-expeditions-travel/taveuni-fiji-photo-expedition-oct-11-202012/prod_1307.html

Photo By Judi Brooks, in the Bligh Water Fiji, Oct 2011
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Classified
For Sale:
1) Mens’ NEW XL 7mm farmer john wetsuit bottom by TILOS; “T3 Titanium” warmth technology; $85.00

And, to relieve your aches & pains:

2) NEW TILOS 5MM SUPER STRETCH TROPICAL WETSUIT; MEN’S XL; COLOR:
BLACK; $195.00

“TENS” Device (Trans-subcutaneous electronic
neural stimulator). Zap away soreness and pain
quickly with regular use. $35.00. Wonderful for
après dive (& après ski and just about après any
activity!)

Contact: Judi Brooks or Gene Coronetz

Contact: Judi Brooks or Gene Coronetz

ACCOMMODATIONS
La Paz BCS Condo @ Costa Baja; On the marina
where the “mui excellente” Dive Charter FUN BAJA is
located. View Website: http://vrbo.com/143122 or
Contact Marlene Fletcher@206-251-4347 and mention that you are an MBDC member

MAUI CONDO: Great for divers. Ground floor, 1/4
mi. from B&B Scuba in Kihei. Centrally located to
dive sites. Ref: http://vrbo.com/123327. Cheryl
Hughes 206.200.4609

Instructor Members
GREG WILSON – NAUI, www.eastsidediving.com
greg@eastsidediving.com
425-941-4783

Rhoda Green - PADI
rhodagreen@yahoo.com
425-652-7699.

Scott Christopher- SDI /TDI/
NAUI/NACD/ PADI/ DAN,
www.soundaquatics.com
scott@soundaquatics.com
425-241-1113.

Kim Thomas – NAUI
kimmichelle@earthlink.net
206-601-0003

Randy Williams - TDI/SDI Open Water Advanced Mixed-Gas Instructor
NAUI Technical Instructor
heliox@comcast.net
206-387-6749.
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About Marker Buoys
The Marker Buoy Dive Club of Seattle meets 7:00 PM, the first Wednesday of each month at the Sunset Hills Community Center
in Ballard. The Marker Buoy Dive Club is one of the most active dive clubs in the Pacific Northwest. Membership level is around
150. Our members include some that are new to diving or to the Seattle area. Many have over 1000 dives in their log.
In addition to hosting many dives each month, monthly meetings are held at the Sunset Community Center in Ballard. Monthly
meetings give members an opportunity to give reports on club dives of the previous month, information on upcoming dives, and
occasionally slide and video presentations of dives. A guest speaker related to scuba diving, the marine environment, or something of interest to divers is featured every month. Club-sponsored activities include over 100 dives each year, dive planning parties, an annual picnic at Woodland Park, and an annual banquet.

GENERAL CLUB POLICIES
CLUB ROSTER
WEIGHT BELT REPLACEMENT POLICY
The Marker Buoy Club Roster lists each member’s name, ad- The club will reimburse any member who ditches weights in
dress, phone numbers and email address. The purpose of the what they consider an emergency during any dive, anywhere.
list is for diving - to find a buddy for a spontaneous dive, to The reimbursement is for replacement cost of all items ditched
drum up interest in your forthcoming sponsored dive, or let and not recovered, up to a maximum of $150.
people know if there has been a change in dive plan. No
commercial use is permitted. If you have information to SPONSOR A DIVE, EARN AN AIR CARD
change on the roster contact Joyce Merkel.
Dive hosts receive an Air Card good at local dive shops when 6
Marker Buoy members participate on the dive. The Club Oxygen
DIVER’S ED
Kit counts as a buddy as long as one member of the party is O2
The club will reimburse members $15 for successful comple- trained. Limit of 1 Air Card per club member per calendar
tion of advanced certification courses that increases the month. The club has two O2 kits - currently with Fritz & Joyce
member’s competency and safety. Limit of 3 reimbursements Merkel and Gene Coronetz.
per club member per calendar year. Courses that qualify are
advanced diver, rescue diver, dive master, instructor, nitrox, YAHOO GROUPS MARKER BUOYS
DAN O2 Provider, and initial First Aid & CPR (non-renewal). Join our members only on-line web group! Find a last-minute
Reimbursement for other courses subject to board approval. dive buddy, ride, or directions to a dive, trip reports, as well as
Just show proof of course completion to Mark Wilson, Treas- our roster and newsletters:
urer, for your reimbursement.
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/MarkerBuoys, or email
MarkerBuoys-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.

MARKER BUOY 2012 BOARD
President: Fritz Merkel
Vice President: Brian Nyenhuis
Secretary: Joyce Merkel

Treasurer: Mark Wilson
Programs: Doug Miller
Newsletter: Gene Coronetz
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Webmaster: Karin Fletcher
Fundraiser: Nathalie Curtis
Refreshments: Catherine Knowlson

