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Who would have thought a 14 year old girl could stir up such
excitement in a group of people regularly accustomed to risking
their lives on a routine basis scuba diving? Those of you that
follow our Yahoo discussions know the Club was approached via
our web site by a recently to‐be‐certified young woman called
Sophia Kanzelberger. She was looking for dive buddies. As Pres‐
ident, the message came to me. I quote her inquiry:
“Hello Marker Buoy Dive Club,

5
5-6
7
8
9-11
12
12
13
14
15
16
16
17

I'm almost done with my PADI Open Water Certification at Seat‐
tle Scuba School. I'm really excited to be diving and I want to do
a lot of it. The only thing is... I'm a minor and have no one to go
with!
I've been doing some poking around and I stumbled across your
website.
I'm really interested in maybe joining a dive club around here. I
was wondering what is the system that you use during group
dives? Does everyone have to already have a buddy? Does the
whole group dive together? Do people pick a buddy from who‐
ever is participating in the dive?
Please reply soon!
I can't wait to do more diving and I need some good fun people
to go with!
Thank you for your time!
Sincerely,
Sophia
“

In similar situations of contact by interested divers in the past I’ve done notable and thoroughly enjoyable dives with
a French diver in Seattle visiting his girlfriend, a Californian photographer up for a conference, and a German in Seat‐
tle for a professional seminar. In addition I’ve been a buddy to a fair number of interested local guests that contacted
the MBDC via our web site. It’s an unexpected aspect of being President that I have enjoyed. Except for the 14 year
old part this seemed not a whole lot different. The email exchange is too long to include here but my answer was a
cautionary ‘sure you can dive with us’. I did indicate that I and the Club did not have any experience with people that
young and I would be bringing it to the membership for guidance, which I did. If you want to review that discussion it
starts in late April, around the 22nd in the Yahoo Message archives. There were a lot of thoughtful exchanges. Like all
internet material it finally went quiet after some spirited interchanges (thank you all for keeping it civil). But….this
issue is certainly not finished.
I have met Sophia, her Mother Mira, father Kirk, assisted her in the purchase of a drysuit (yep, found one to fit a
100#, 5’2” young woman!), and supplied most of the other kit needed to dive. Helped by Joyce and later Matt Bran‐
son I have taken her out on 2 dives. She is physically small; dealing with the same horrible visibility we’ve all experi‐
enced of late. She is using totally unfamiliar dive equipment. She has been game, good natured, and a joy to deal
with. I’m doing this on my own and totally outside the Club, pending resolution of the minors’ issue. But this is not
about my personal opinions or actions; it’s about the Club as a whole and how we choose to deal with minors going
forward. There are myriad of pros and cons, problems, and
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potential solutions. It is not a straightforward decision and not one I will make for the Club.
The Board considered this at the last meeting. All Board members had either been involved or actively participated in
the on‐line discussion. After some deliberation a proposal was made and approved. Secretary Joyce Merkel summa‐
rized it succinctly:
***
Minors in the Club:
 Currently we allow minors (under 18) into the Club if the waiver is signed by a legal guardian/parent.
‐ We don’t have a minimum cut off age
‐ We don’t stipulate the parent must be a member.
‐We don’t require a parent be at dives.
 Do we want to rethink this and take on revision of the Charter as appropriate?
Mark (Wilson) moved to adopt a policy that the Marker Buoy Dive Club members must be 18 or older, that
members can bring members of their immediate family that are younger to club dives as long as they are a
certified scuba diver, have signed a non‐member waiver, and are accompanied by the parent who is a mem‐
ber. Also this is to be added to the club’s by laws as appropriate as well as adjustment made to the club’s
waiver forms. This was seconded by Doug and was carried by a unanimous affirmative vote of all Directors
present
Action items:
 This will need to be passed by a vote of the membership. Will be brought up at the next club meet‐
ing.
 If passed the following items will need to be updated by the Secretary
o Club by‐laws
o Club waiver forms – Member and Non‐member Club policy document
Bruce Moen did a revision of the Waiver (in Yahoo files). In the interim I suggest we adopt the revision. It’s easier to
read (substantially the same otherwise) and expands/clarifies the ‘Minor’ section.
***
Expect this important issue to be brought up at the next Club meeting and voted on the meeting after that, per cur‐
rent bylaws. The Yahoo Group is open for discussion (again). Please keep it appropriate and civil. Issues about minors
can easily hit ‘hot spots’. You do need to be at the meeting to vote.
Note – I personally plan to continue working with Sophia. Her Mother is enrolled in scuba classes but has not started.
Individual members willing to work with Sophia and understanding the risks can contact me directly.
Saltwater State Park Buoy Project
Once again I will let Joyce review this proposal in her clear fashion:
***
Randy Williams presented a plan for new buoy system at Saltwater and asked our club if we would be willing
to pay for one of the boat anchor buoys. Cost is $1850.
Motion: Fritz moved to approve club money for half of the buoy price ($925) with the condition that when
club members are asked to match the contribution that enough is earned to purchase one buoy. If the goal is
not met the money will be returned to members. Doug seconded the motion and the motion was carried by
a unanimous affirmative vote of all Directors present.
Action Item: This needs to be brought up at next club meeting. Randy will give a short explanation and re‐
quest for money
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The Board has already committed $200 toward this project. This is very much in keeping with the goals of the Club
and the dive community at large. Currently we have the funds to do this matching grant. I completely support it and
would like the Club members to get behind it by voting with their personal donations. To track this, and get the
benefit of charitable donations we need checks made out to the Washington Scuba Alliance. Treasurer Mark Wil‐
son will hold these pending reaching our goal.
Cove 2 Buoy Project
Jim Boon has been working with the City and County to try to get funds allocated for the Cove 2 boundary line‐this
includes buoys, lines, chain, anchors and misc. equipment. Randy Williams has been supplying design information,
background, and support. The line is in sad shape and most of the buoys are long gone. Substantial revisions are nec‐
essary, beyond the scope of the general $1000 that has been allocated in the past. The task looks something like this
and we will need volunteer divers to accomplish this if we can get the administration to provide funds. More will be
posted on this as it develops.
 Remove everything but the anchor bocks
 Stack the existing cinder blocks to create habitat
 Install a polypro line through all the anchors with floats between anchors
 Install new buoys similar to before.
 Add a new buoy at the 80ft point
 Only do work to the 80ft anchor
My profound thanks to Jim Boon for pursuing this project.

Fritz Merkel
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Next Marker Buoy Club Meeting
Wednesday June 6, 7:00 PM @ the Sunset Hills Community Center. Our guest speaker will be Club Member
Jack Connick, owner of Optical Ocean Sales, with tips on trips & good pix!
You’re invited

Marker Buoy Dive Planning Party
June 9, 2012, 5pm‐9pm
Hosts are Scott and Jen Brockenbrough
We're planning dives to fill the calendar for the next few months and this is the place to be. Let's make this a great
social event. Bring your tide logs and a pot luck item (BYOB).
Notes: For those who may have feline allergies, it is recommended that you medicate 30 minutes before your arri‐
val as there are cats on the premises. Bring your cell phone to call Scott (425‐823‐9414) should you get lost along
the way
MBDC Annual Picnic is on July 11 instead of the general meeting‐Woodland Park, shelter #4. It’s a potluck,
discrete BYOB (technically no alcohol allowed in the Park) with hot grills provided.

Dive Around The Clock is July 21‐22. Registration is now open and is easier than ever to sign up and get
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donations. Check their website: [http://www.divearoundtheclock.com/]
Spring has finally bestowed some well needed sunshine (Well, on SOME days, anyway!‐Ed) but brought along pretty
terrible visibility. Apparently the plankton was a bit sun deprived also. It seems to be finally showing signs of break‐
ing. In the meantime dive carefully, be a good buddy, and concentrate on the little stuff since that’s pretty much all
you’ll be able to find.

COVER PHOTO
Taken by Whidbey Island Resident & Friend of our Club, Jan Kocian, renowned diver & photographer

Saltwater State Park Buoy Project
Saltwater State Park in Des Moines, WA is a jewel for the people of WA. This park is one of those (almost) for‐

gotten great dive sites for the divers of Puget Sound. Did you know that Saltwater Park has the historical
distinction of being called the
first, “Underwater Park” in WA?
Yep! Back in the late 1960’s, an
old wooden barge was sunk and
some tire reefs were laid out to
make the first artificial reef.
I was meeting with some of the
ways to help vitalize the park. As
to the subject of the artificial reef
constructed just about four years
REEF (Reef Environmental Educa‐
(WSA) and the WA State Parks
life on this new structure has re‐
perspective, it is one happy

local rangers recently to discuss
a diver, naturally the talk was turned
just offshore. This new reef was
ago. It was a joint program through
tion Foundation), WA Scuba Alliance
Dept. As anyone knows, the marine
ally expanded. From a marine critter
community.

During the construction phase,
the plan was to have a series of
buoys placed on or around the
reef to help divers locate the struc‐
ture. These buoys were never
fully sited. The ones that were, have
all finally broken loose and have been lost. As anyone who has tried to dive the area, the old white can
buoys were not on the right position to help divers find the reef.
Swimming out from the beach is a bit of a challenge. If you don’t know where the heck the three sections
of reef are, you just had a really long swim out to look at sand. If any slack current window is missed, well...
Here’s what is now being done to help. I have taken on a special project to help the rangers to re‐vitalize
this park. At this time, both of the large, white can buoys have been now salvaged. Two of the old state
mooring buoys were found in a back storage yard looking pretty beat‐up and worn. All four of these buoys
are now in my backyard being refurbished. The plan is that I will clean‐up and refinished these four buoys
and get them properly reinstalled on The Saltwater State Park Artificial Reef. Having the rebuilt buoys on
the reef will be a safety enhancement for all divers. Coming out from the beach will be easier.
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Divers will have a target to navigate to. All the buoys will have safety grab lines on them. In case a diver
needs to surface and has any problems, these lines will be there for the tired diver to hang on to.
Working closely with WSA, our goal is to have the two can buoys placed on the north and south sections of
the reef. Both marked with the correct state verbiage and signage. The mooring buoys are to be anchored
very near the center section of the reef. In the negotiations, I was able to get a good deal for the cost of
the anchoring system. The buoys are essentially, “no charge”. Just the anchor system has to be paid for.
I approached the board of the Marker Buoys and made the offer to have the club “buy” a buoy. With this,
the club gets to have a plaque on the buoy saying; “This buoy was made possible thru a generous grant by
The Marker Buoy Dive Club”. The proposal was for the board to authorize half the cost to be paid by the
club.
The balance is to be raised through you, the members. The cost for the anchor system for each buoy is
$1850 dollars. That is quite a bit less than the cost of a new buoy and anchor.
That is where the project is right now. The hope/plan is to get these all in place by the middle of this sum‐
mer. Let Fritz and the MBDC board know what you think about this project. This is a local diving cause.
We really want to help keep this park open to all the public. For divers, this is the way for us to help make
this dive site a much safer and known location.

Randy Williams

Club members who wish to donate: bring a check made out to WSA specifically for the Saltwater State Park
Buoy Project. Note that this is a tax deductible donation.

PAGE 6

THE TENDER: MARKER BUOY DIVE CLUB NEWSLETTER

PUBLIC VERSION – This is a special version of the Buoy Tender for the public. The Member
Version includes private information for contacting dive hosts. Please join our club and
receive the Member Version.
Dive Calendar
Date & Time
June 2 Sat

Location & Contact Information

Skyline/Burrows Pass, Anacortes. Some current. 3.2F>
5:50pm>0.5E.

Notes
Advanced-long
swim, no facilities

June 3 Sun

Hood Canal, Pacific Adventures charter boat, 2 tank
dive. Meet in Brinnon, WA.

Charter fee-$80

Jun 6 , Wed 2012
Meet 7 PM
June 7 Thur

MB Club Meeting
Sunset Hill Community Center 3003 NW 66th St
Alki Junkyard, West Seattle. Mild current. Sunset at 9:04pm.

Everyone welcome

June 9 Sat

Alki Pipeline, West Seattle. Current sensitive. Little to no current. Shallow dive.
Dive Planning Party
Scott and Jen Brockenbrough home-Kirkland

June 9, Sat
Meet 5pm
June 10 Sun

June 11 Mon
Jun 13 Wed

Day Island Wall, Tacoma. Current sensitive dive site.
Drift dive suitable for divers new to drifting the wall but
have done DIW before.
Fox Island East Wall, Fox Island. Current sensitive.
Moderate incline to beach.
Alki Junk Yard, West Seattle. Little to no current

All divers
No facilities
All divers
All divers
Mod skill level
No facilities
Limited parking
All divers
Moderate hill
All divers
No facilities
All divers

June 15 Fri

Redondo Beach, Des Moines. Slacker dive. No current
issues. Great critter dive.

June 20 Wed

Edmonds UW Park, Edmonds. Little to no current.

All divers

June 22 Fri

3-Tree N, Burien. Slacker dive. Easy shore dive, great
marine life. Little to no current.
3-Tree N, Burien. Little to no current.

All divers
No facilities
All divers
No facilities
Advanced-long
swim, no facilities

June 27 Wed
June 30 Sat
July 4, Wed 2012
July 5 Thur

Skyline/Burrows Pass, Anacortes. Some current.
2.5F>5:24pm>0.3E.
No MB Club Meeting
Alki Junkyard, West Seattle. Mild current. Sunset at 9:04pm.

July 10 Tues

South Whidbey Island. Charter boat dive at Possession Point Ferry and Scatchet Head.

July 11, Wed 2012

Annual Club Picnic, Woodland Park
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Dive Calendar Trips
Date & Time
June (first week) 2012
August 23-27, 2012
Sept 26-30, 2012
October 11-20, 2012
Oct 27-Nov 3, 2012

Location & Contact Information
Lucaya, Grand Bahama Island. 8 day trip. Shark dives.
Barkley Sound, Vancouver Island, BC. Rendezvous Resort- 4 days of diving.
Hornby Island, BC, with REEF.
Taveuni, Fiji. Photo expedition. Book @ Reef & Rainforests Travel Agency
LaPaz, Baji Calif, Mexico. Whale shark snorkeling,
Sea lion diving.

PHOTO GALLERY
photos by Drew Collins

By Johanna Raupe
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California Diving
Every Spring we trek south to California to dive, photograph, and visit with family and friends. The trip is usually
timed for the late April time period, as this is when the beautiful kelp forests have started to grow, but are not yet so
thick as to make diving uncomfortable or a lot of work.
This year’s outing included stops at Casino Point on Catalina Island off Los Angeles, Santa Barbara, Point Lobos and
Monterey Bay. The diving, critters, and comradery were exceptional.
Casino Point, Catalina
Avalon Harbor is about an hour’s ride from Long Beach or San Pedro on one of the Catalina Clippers that make nu‐
merous daily trips to the island and back. From the Avalon dock it is a short walk to Villa Portofino Hotel, a nice, rea‐
sonably priced property which is a ten minute walk to the Casino Point Dive Park.
One of the unique things about diving on Catalina is that there are almost no gas powered vehicles: most transporta‐
tion is either on foot or via electric golf cart. My gear is packed‐up on a collapsible dock cart, while others use rolling
dive bags to “schlep” gear back and forth.
Catalina Divers’ Supply has a tank fill station and small repair shop located on the Point, so getting air is quite easy.
They also rent tanks and weights, and any other gear you might need.
Our guide and spotter for the Catalina
dives was Ruth Harris. Ruth and her
husband Larry own Liquid Adrenaline
Divers in Huntington Beach, and Ruth is
also an instructor with Catalina Divers’
Supply and lives on Catalina most of
the week. She is an amazing critter
spotter.
When we met up to plan our dives
Ruth was extremely excited. A few
weeks earlier she had found a species
of the almost extinct white abalone at
about 105’ just outside the dive park.
NOAA and California Fish & Wildlife
scientists had just completed a search
of the area and had not found any oth‐
er specimens. So it is to be captured
shortly and used as part of the captive breeding program.
There are currently five first generation individuals in captivity, and fifteen second generation. Ruth’s find will add a
sixth first generation species.
We had spectacular bait balls, and an amazing variety of life. Following are a few random shots from the dives.
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Random Catalina Shots

Monterey/Point Lobos
After four days of Catalina diving where the air temp was 80° and the water was 57° at depth, it was time to move up
the coast to Monterey. Wow: this was one of the most amazing trips I have ever had to Monterey.
We hit a weather window where the Point Lobos diving was perfect. No swell and no wind. The ocean was glassy,
and we were fortunate to have a cold water up‐welling from the deep canyon off the coast. So while the air tempera‐
ture was a comfortable 75, the water temperature on one dive was 49°.
On our first dive we all saw a first: a very large sea otter rummaging for food in the rocks at about 40’. This was fol‐
lowed by a harbor seal pup buzzing me and trying to check out my camera. Just spectacular!
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After two beautiful days of Point Lobos diving we switched locations to Monterey Bay. The conditions changed rapid‐
ly, and viz dropped from 50’ or so to about 15’. Just like the Seattle area! So time to take out the macro gear and
work on little critters.

Seven Seas SCUBA has set up shop next to Backscatter, and they were great in helping to arrange dives and logistics.
Can’t wait to head back next year for the annual trip south!

Dan Clements
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Environmental Stewardship
REEF STATION REPORT – BY JOYCE MERKEL
This month’s critter is one you might see particularly this time of year. The pic‐
ture below was taken during a club dive this month at East Fox Island Wall. The
swimming movement distinguishes this fish from other schools of small silver
fish. They also have a very unusual behavior that you may be fortunate enough
to observe. That is they hide in sandy bottoms as a group and swim up into the
water column to feed. The following description is from the REEF website.

REEF CRITTER OF THE MONTH: Pacific Sand Lance
Ammodytes hexapterus
Member of the Sandlance Family
Description: Pacific Sand Lances are a slender bodied, silvery fish that form large schools. Sand Lances also have the unu‐
sual ability to bury themselves in the substrate, hence the name "Sand Lance".
Range: They are found in the coastal areas of the
North Pacific and elsewhere.
Size: Large specimens reach 8 inches in length in
local waters, but 4 to 6 inches is a more common
size.
The Sand Lance, along with Herring and Smelt, are
known as forage fish. Forage fish are an important
food source for larger fish, seabirds and seals. Be‐
cause they depend on the near shore area for
spawning habitat they are vulnerable to adverse
environmental impacts.
All the forage fish have long slender bodies, are
shiny, and swim in schools so they are difficult to
tell apart. Sand lances are the slenderest; they also
have a long dorsal fin, extending most of the
length of the body, and the lower jaw extends
forward of the upper. These characteristics are
difficult to see in situ without getting real close.
ID Tips: When a school of silvery fish is seen look
for the slender body and an eel like swimming motion. The swimming motion is easier to see from above or below. Note that
Pacific Herring and Pacific Sand Lance are often found together in the same school. These fish are more commonly observed
in the spring and early summer.
Behavior: While feeding the fish move independently and the school has a milling, shimmering appearance. When the school
reacts to external stimuli they move together with amazing precision. A school may part suddenly, reacting to the presence of
salmon or seabirds hunting for a meal. Forage fish react to the noise of bubbles. A diver approaching may stimulate a similar
response.
Habitat: During a survey dive look up occasionally to spot forage fish that may be swimming above.
Pacific Sand Lance is not one of the species listed on the REEF scanform. It has to be written in separately in the "unlisted fish
species" section on the last page. It will be useful to have more data on the distribution and abundance of this fish. Refer‐
ences:
1.) Pacific Fishes of Canada, J. L. Hart, Fisheries Research Board of Canada Bulletin 180, 1973, pg. 361
2.) Coastal Fishes of the Pacific Northwest, A. Lamb and P. Edgell, 1986, pg.30

‐by Kirby Johnson of REEF
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Nudibranch Abundance By Karin Fletcher
Below are the results of my non‐scientific survey of nudibranch abundance at a variety of dive sites in the Pacific Northwest
during June for the previous three years.

Top Ten Nudibranchs for June (in order of abundance)
Scientific Name
Flabellina trilineata
Cuthona concinna or cocoachroma
Hermissenda crassicornis
Cuthona divae
Dendronotus subramosus
Dendronotus venustus
Triopha catalinae
Doto amyra
Diaulula sandiegensis
Rostanga pulchra

Common Name
Three lined nudibranch
Neat or chocolate aeolid
Opalescent nudibranch
Pink cuthona
Stubby dendronotus
Bushy‐backed dendronotus
Clown dorid
Hammerhead doto
Leopard dorid
Red sponge dorid

Nudibranchs of the Month

Name: Aegires albopunctatus
Common Name: Salt and Pepper nudibranch
Description: Elongate white body with dark
spots and cylindrical tubercules. Rhinophores
white to yellow sheathed in 5‐6 tubercules.
Fleshy lobe protects gills.
Size: 23mm
Range: Alaska to Mexico
Depth range: 16‐100 feet
Food: Calcerous sponges

Name: Palio dubia
Common Name: Dubious dorid
Description: Body is dark gray to brown with yellow
and brown/black spot on tubercules. There are 5‐6
tuburcules on the front and white extra‐branchial
appendages.
Size: 12mm
Range: Alaska to Mexico; Sea of Japan
Depth range: 0‐60 feet
Food: Bryozoans

Northwest Dive Charters by Jen Vanderhoof
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Bill Minton of Northwest Dive Charters recently added a boat to his fleet (well, his two boats now make a fleet), and I was pre‐
sent for the maiden voyage of the 31‐ft Uniflite Sedan. It still lacks a name, as Bill is trying to decide between Neap Tide and Slack
Tide II. Got an opinion?
I did not realize when planning the trip that we had settled on the day
of the “super moon.” Because of the tidal exchanges that day, we did
not meet till around 5pm, and our first splash was 6:15 in the evening.
The water was flat calm and the outside weather was warm and calm.
Daylight above, but it was dark as night below – for both dives.
Our first dive was on Dalco Wall at the south end of Vashon. I'd never
been to that site before. I wish we could have stayed a lot longer ‐‐ the
wall here is sandstone, and it’s very cool with its unique geology, but
most of it was deep. It seemed to appear in layers, with the top‐most
wall portion at 40 fsw, and more layers down around 80 fsw. My un‐
derstanding is a second wall drops from around 100 fsw down to over
200 fsw, but my buddy and I did not venture that far.
After an hour surface interval we got in at Point Defiance North for the
second dive. We loved this dive. Viz seemed better, plus it was all wall, top to bottom – this one a sandstone wall. In places it
looks like a vertical sandy beach. Highlights were two grunt sculpin and two sailfin sculpin. I noticed in my photos after the dive
that one sailfin’s eyes were cloudy – not sure what was going on there.
Both walls are full of holes with small animals like hairy cancer crabs, lots of clams (siphons sticking out all over – acres and acres
of siphons), and spiral bryozoans, tons of shrimp, and quite a few painted greenling. There are wolfies and octo here too, but we
did not seek them out. I hear there are also red brotulas…somewhere. I will be back to find them.
The interior of the Uniflite (Neap Tide? Slack Tide II?) is quite roomy and includes a kitchen area with hot running water and a
small fridge. A spacious head, also with running water, is accessed inside the cabin. The back deck is pretty small, but once we all
got on board and got our gear
set up, it worked fine. Bill
named a long list of projects he
planned to undertake to make
diving from it as easy as possi‐
ble. By the time you read this,
he’s already mounted a 4‐ft
dive ladder to make getting out
of the water easy, and he’s cut
out a convenient transom ac‐
cess. The next set of upgrades
will result in a nicer interior.
Bill’s plan is to use the new
boat for groups of 6 divers in
the South and Central Sound
and reserving the Slack Tide for
groups of 2‐4. He’ll generally
take the Slack Tide when he
hosts trips further from Taco‐
ma (Port Angeles, Port Town‐
send, Neah Bay). If you wanna
go to the Diamond Knot, you’ll
be on the Slack Tide. Prices are
currently listed on the website,
but two‐tank trips further
afield (Neah Bay, Port Town‐
send) run $150, and local trips range between $80 and $100 depending on location and whether it’s a 2‐tank or a 3‐tank trip.
We rode back to the harbor under the massive super moon, water like glass. A pretty good way to spend a Saturday evening. I'd
dive off this boat again ‐‐ next time with a group of Marker Buoy divers, perhaps?

Jen
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Dives & Travel
(JOIN FELLOW MARKER BUOY MEMBERS ON LOCAL & EXOTIC DIVE OUTINGS)

September 26‐30, 2011: Hornby Island with REEF
Trip cost is $857 CDN, plus $150 US for REEF program
fee. Join REEF staffer and critter ID expert Janna Nichols
next year at this spectacular diving location. Janna will
teach you everything you ever wanted to know about
Pacific Northwest fish and invertebrates at this premier
temperate water diving destination!

Aug 23‐27: Barkley Sound with Dan Clements

Trip cost is $870 CDN plus tax, 2‐3 dives per day, four days
of diving with Rendezvous Resort in Barkley Sound, Van‐
couver Island, Canada. This is six gill shark week and Dr.
Chris Harvey Clark is the scheduled shark biologist. Price
includes transportation to and from Port Alberni, meals,
lodging and air fills. Contact
Dan Clements for info.

Contact Dan Clements for info.

Photo Expedition to Taveuni, Fiji Oct 11-20, 2012
Optical Ocean Sales has organized a great trip to Fiji next October! This all‐inclusive trip lead by owner Jack Connick,
is going to the Garden Island of Taveuni for some awesome diving. Specially oriented to photographers, and arranged
by Reef & Rainforests Travel Agency, everything is included; airfare from Los Angeles, 7 nights Ocean View rooms
(double occupancy), 3 meals a day, 3 boat dives a day, tanks, weights and refreshments, as well as unlimited shore
diving, use of kayaks and more! Download our flyer here.
Taveuni is known as the 'Garden Island of Fiji' located 7 kilometers off of Vanua Levu. It is well known for its’ flora
and fauna and is a popular destination for many travelers. Numerous dive sites lie just minutes away. Fiji is the "soft
coral capital" of the world and coral in multicolored hues cover many walls and dive sites.
Cost is $3750 all inclusive from LA. 3 day extension is $650. Non‐divers welcome ‐ $3350.
More info: http://www.opticaloceansales.com/photo‐expeditions‐travel/taveuni‐fiji‐photo‐expedition‐oct‐11‐20‐
2012/prod_1307.html
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Classified
EDUCATION
Book: Critters, Creatures, & Kelp.
This book describes the Edmonds Underwater Park and its history, along
with photos and descriptions of major
fish, invertebrates, and plants. Price
is $19.95 from the web site. Contact
Dan Clements,

ACCOMMODATIONS
La Paz BCS Condo @ Costa Baja; On the marina
where the “mui excellente” Dive Charter FUN BAJA is
located. View Website: http://vrbo.com/143122 or
Contact Marlene Fletcher@206-251-4347 and mention that you are an MBDC member.

OS DRYSUIT FOR SALE: men's size large front entry nylon suit. It
has less than 10 dives on it.>
Features:
It's just about brand spanking new! Royal blue and black.> Stored
open, dry and clean. Zipper in great shape.> Seals are unaltered, no
repairs, rips or wear. > Comes with TWO undergarments ‐ One heavy
and one medium, double layer socks, carry bag and fleece beanie.
I purchased this in June 2011 and only sell it as I need a ladies cut suit.
New, this goes for over $1600.00 at Lighthouse. I'm asking $1100.00;
Contact: <andrea.naert@yahoo.com>

MAUI CONDO: Great for
divers. Ground floor, 1/4 mi. from B&B Scuba in
Kihei. Centrally located to dive sites. Ref:
http://vrbo.com/123327. Cheryl Hughes
206.200.4609

Instructor Members
Rhoda Green - PADI
rhodagreen@yahoo.com
425-652-7699.

GREG WILSON – NAUI, www.eastsidediving.com
greg@eastsidediving.com
425-941-4783

Randy Williams - TDI/SDI Open Water Advanced Mixed-Gas Instructor
NAUI Technical Instructor
heliox@comcast.net
206-387-6749.
Kim Thomas – NAUI
kimmichelle@earthlink.net
206-601-0003
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Scott Christopher- SDI /TDI/
NAUI/NACD/ PADI/ DAN,
www.soundaquatics.com
scott@soundaquatics.com
425-241-1113.
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About Marker Buoys
The Marker Buoy Dive Club of Seattle meets 7:00 PM, the first Wednesday of each month at the Sunset Hills Community Center
in Ballard. The Marker Buoy Dive Club is one of the most active dive clubs in the Pacific Northwest. Membership level is around
150. Our members include some that are new to diving or to the Seattle area. Many have over 1000 dives in their log.
In addition to hosting many dives each month, monthly meetings are held at the Sunset Community Center in Ballard. Monthly
meetings give members an opportunity to give reports on club dives of the previous month, information on upcoming dives, and
occasionally slide and video presentations of dives. A guest speaker related to scuba diving, the marine environment, or some‐
thing of interest to divers is featured every month. Club‐sponsored activities include over 100 dives each year, dive planning par‐
ties, an annual picnic at Woodland Park, and an annual banquet.

GENERAL CLUB POLICIES
CLUB ROSTER
WEIGHT BELT REPLACEMENT POLICY
The Marker Buoy Club Roster lists each member’s name, ad‐ The club will reimburse any member who ditches weights in
dress, phone numbers and email address. The purpose of the what they consider an emergency during any dive, anywhere.
list is for diving ‐ to find a buddy for a spontaneous dive, to The reimbursement is for replacement cost of all items ditched
drum up interest in your forthcoming sponsored dive, or let and not recovered, up to a maximum of $150.
people know if there has been a change in dive plan. No
commercial use is permitted. If you have information to SPONSOR A DIVE, EARN AN AIR CARD
Dive hosts receive an Air Card good at local dive shops when 6
change on the roster contact Joyce Merkel.
Marker Buoy members participate on the dive. The Club Oxygen
Kit counts as a buddy as long as one member of the party is O2
DIVER’S ED
The club will reimburse members $15 for successful comple‐ trained. Limit of 1 Air Card per club member per calendar
tion of advanced certification courses that increases the month. The club has two O2 kits ‐ currently with Fritz & Joyce
member’s competency and safety. Limit of 3 reimbursements Merkel and Gene Coronetz.
per club member per calendar year. Courses that qualify are
advanced diver, rescue diver, dive master, instructor, nitrox, YAHOO GROUPS MARKER BUOYS
DAN O2 Provider, and initial First Aid & CPR (non‐renewal). Join our members only on‐line web group! Find a last‐minute
Reimbursement for other courses subject to board approval. dive buddy, ride, or directions to a dive, trip reports, as well as
Just show proof of course completion to Mark Wilson, Treas‐ our roster and newsletters:
urer, for your reimbursement.

MARKER BUOY 2012 BOARD
President: Fritz Merkel
Vice President: Brian Nyenhuis
Secretary: Joyce Merkel

Treasurer: Mark Wilson
Programs: Doug Miller
Newsletter: Gene Coronetz

Webmaster: Karin Fletcher
Fundraiser: Nathalie Curtis
Refreshments: Catherine Knowlson

PUBLIC VERSION – This is a special version of the Buoy Tender for the public. The Member
Version includes private information for contacting dive hosts. Please join our club and
receive the Member Version.
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