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FRITZ MERKEL
JANUARY – SNOWBOUND AND ANTSY
The weather, along with the diving, certainly has been capricious. Much of fall was wonderful, drier than normal
(especially for an El Nino year) and the visibility was great.
Diving was very, very good. On New Year’s Eve I hosted my
Redondo Lumpsucker dive with lousy visibility on the heels
of a torrential rain, though that particular evening was
surprisingly nice. A week later we had a clear sunny day at
Fox Island Bridge and very good visibility. The next weekend I canceled my Day Island GPO Census dive due to
snow and gale level winds. In fact the Aquarium canceled
the GPO Census and is still working on re-scheduling it. The
weather deteriorated even more after that. Joyce and I
canceled the whole weekend following GPO Census due to
wind, slush, mud, and general weather mayhem. I suspect
some of you found alternative uses for dive lights and
drysuit undergarments as extended power outages hit
many areas. I was certainly charging batteries up.

During the worst of the snow the urge to dive still persists for the hardcore. The crazy team of Josh Sera and
Kimber Chard braved the snow and had a nice dive at
Cove 2, with parking lot snow and some nice UW squid
photos to prove it. At least they are claiming they had
a good time.

Photo by Josh Sera

Photo by Josh Sera

Before the nasty weather fully blanketed the area,
the first day of snow did not prevent a well-attended
and very productive dive planning party at Doug and
Kristin Coutts’ house. That party produced the kind
of dive calendar that only the Marker Buoys can
boast of. It was a great time with fun conversations
and a lot of interesting dives being put up for the
next several months. My personal thanks to the dive
hosts, they are the engine that runs the club.
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Your Board met before the party and we’ve laid out the structure for the first part of the year. This is one
talented and hard working group of people. I’ve got my work cut out trying to keep up with them. Coming
on March 31st will be the Annual MBDC Banquet. Nathalie Curtis has secured the Puget Sound Yacht
Club same as last year. The location is great and the caterer serves up some fine food. The Board has already approved some special raffle prizes and there will be more to come. This year we are targeting quality. Save up for your raffle tickets now and save that date for a great evening. Details will be coming later.
Coming soon after the Banquet is Northwest Dive and Travel Expo. April 21-22, at the Tacoma Convention
Center. This is THE big SCUBA event of the year with several hundred booths and dozens of dive seminars.
If you have a dive interest, they probably have a seminar. We’ll have a Club recruitment booth. As in previous years we trade volunteer help to the Expo (50 hours) for booth space so we’ll need volunteers for both.
Having done this several years in a row the service is a lot of fun (especially the Treasure Hunt). The admission to the Expo + a very cool T-shirt alone is worth the volunteer time. This is one event not to be missed.
Take a look at the changes Karin Fletcher has made on the web page: Marker
Buoy Dive Club. At a casual glance it appears pretty much the same. Dig a little; there is more in there than meets the eye. Karin is adding some nice content to the site.
It’s the beginning of the year which means - folks, it’s time to renew your
membership. You have until March 31st to get the special renewal rate. The
Club needs your signature on the waiver and a check to keep doing what we
do best, DIVE! Do it now, it’s done, and we can all get diving without me trying to figure out a clever way to say this again. Fill in the form attached along
with the newsletter or download it off our website or our Yahoo site and
send it to the address on the top of the form. Or pick up a form at the table
next to the front door at the next club meeting and pay right there on the spot. A Board member will be
there the whole meeting to help you out.
I’m excited about the next meeting. Doug Miller has secured our own Ed Kay, MD who will be presenting:
"Dive Briefing - Decompression Sickness." Ed is a Board Certified Diving Physician and a Director of Hyperbaric Medicine. It’ll be a very informative presentation on a subject we can all learn more about.
Hopefully the weather will be moderating and we can all get diving again. Dress warmly; I think maybe the
water will have cooled down a little.

Fritz Merkel
Cover Photo
This month’s cover photo is by Fritz Merkel. It was taken on a dive in front of Doug Miller and Karin Fletcher’s house a couple of weeks ago. Fritz was using a Casio EX-Z1000, speed 1/160, aperture 2.8. Shot using
internal flash and a tray mounted with a nano focus light and a small dive light with a diffuser on it.
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New Diver Bio
By Steve Kalilimoku

(Ed Note: I’d noticed the enthusiasm and skill improvement of two of our new members, Kimber Chard and
Steve Kalilimoku, and invited them to submit their dive bios and share their new member experience with
us. This is the second article; Kimber’s having appeared in the December issue. Congratulations to Kimber
for achieving his goal of completing 100 dives by New Year’s Eve!)
Aloha Gene, It has been a privilege for me to know you and the Marker Buoy Dive Club members.
My scuba diving journey began in September 2010. At that
time my wife (Shahla) and I had been discussing our retirement in Hawaii; Later, as I drove past a dive shop, I thought,
“Wouldn't it be nice to scuba dive in Hawaii and offset the
price of meat by spear fishing?!”
I pulled into the dive shop and was told for 50 bucks I could
experience scuba in the pool. I paid the fee and had a tank
strapped to my back two nights later. That evening I found
scuba diving and I could relate. After completing my Open
Water Certification, I found myself buddy-less. My co-diver's
from the training classes were all warm water divers. I went
on line, signed up looking for a buddy at a couple of websites,
but never heard from anyone.
One day I found myself at Discount Diver's Supply. I mentioned my need for a buddy and the sales person said "try
Marker Buoy Dive Club!" I came to the November 2010 meeting and introduced myself and said I was looking for a dive
partner. I was happy to see the members were my own age!
Somehow I imagined my dive buddy was going to be Michael
Phelps!

Steve and Kimber at Sundrock

Joyce was president at the time and I found her to be very personable. I remember meeting Gene, who told
me how great kayak diving was. I really enjoyed the relaxed, informal way the meeting was held and the
socializing. When the offer was made to join, I did.
The reason I became really impressed with MBDC was this: There was a person at the meeting who I
thought was a member and he asked if I'd like to dive with him that weekend. I jumped at the chance and it
turned out to be a bad experience. I posted that on the club website. Joyce responded right away looking
for more information. Others became involved. It turns out he was never a member. Ross Smith contacted
me and said he was diving with a friend at the Pipeline in the morning, but would dive with me later at the
Junkyard, which we did and that was a pleasant experience.
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Since that time I have been slowly improving my skills, taking advantage of the rebates for skill level improvement training, asking members for information on equipment, dive locations and taking advantage of
the wealth of experience of our club members.
I have participated in the club promoted Dive Around the Clock and I especially liked the Edmonds (Parks
Dept) Moonlight Beach Walk Dive. The joy and excitement that our club brought to kids and parents both
were written all over their happy faces. These are worthwhile activities which I plan on doing again next
year.
The Marker Buoy members that I have been in contact with all take diving seriously and put safety first and
foremost, but fun and socializing does add flavor to the mix.
One last point is a shout out of “Thank You!” to Rhoda Greene who is helping me figure out what just swam
past…
A Hui Hou, (until next time)

Steve Kalilimoku
Marker Buoy Dive Club Photo book
Given the wealth of great photography from club members, the board has decided to do something new
and fun this year. We're happy to announce that we'll be publishing an official Marker Buoy Dive Club 20-30
page hardcover photo book to be raffled at this year’s club banquet. The book will also be offered for sale
and displayed at the Dive Expo.
This is not a contest! All members are encouraged to submit up to two cold water photographs with a brief
description for inclusion in the book. The photos will be placed in the book alphabetically by photographer
name.
General guidelines for submission:
 Maximum two cold water photos per member, numbered in order of preference (First choice, second choice)
 JPEG format, minimum 1000 pixels by 800 pixels
 Name as you want it to appear in a book available to the public
 Photo title or caption
 Camera model, housing and camera settings, if known
 Brief personal info and/or info about the photos: dive sites, dates, times
 Email submissions to Karin Fletcher
 Entry deadline: Please submit all entries by February 15, 2012
Other details: The photographer retains copyright to the images and give Marker Buoy Dive Club nonexclusive right to publish without remuneration and permission to use image(s) for club fundraising purposes.

Don’t miss your chance to be part of club history with our first ever club member’s photo
book!!
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IT WEIGHS HOW MUCH?!
by Jim Boon

Since early November, I have been spending quite a bit of time on the couch nursing a back injury. The
longer I’ve been couch-bound and not seeing much improvement, the more I started to worry about being
able to dive again; ever!
I told my doctor that I was a pretty active scuba diver however, I
was sure that diving had not caused my back issues. I was comforted that my doctor was also a scuba diver so he knew what I
was talking about. I’m sure my doctor is an infrequent blue water boat diver so he is not fully aware of how we dress for the
sport in cold water but I liked what he was telling me.
I started some physical therapy. I told the technician the same
scuba diver disclaimer story and said it was really important for
me to be able to get back in the water right away. He said scuba
probably was not a problem because divers are neutrally buoyant. “I really liked that guy’s technical opinion”.

Jim with all his gear

The physical therapist asked how much weight I strapped on my
back before I entered the water. Seemed like a logical question; I
replied with a guess of about 50 pounds, no more than 60
pounds “tops.” I also indicated that I only needed to get from my
car to the water and then the weight is gone. He nodded with
agreement.

I thought about the weight for a while and decided to take a more scientific approach to determine my real
total. Using my bathroom scale and a little critical thinking I figured I could shave some pounds off if needed. Well, what a surprise:
Steel 100 tank
BCD
Weight Belt
Pony Bottle
Primary, Octo & Computer
Dive Light
Dry Suit
Fins
Sub-total
Camera
Total

44
10
27
12
3
4
12
5
117
21
138 lbs

I’ve heard that bathroom scales are total liars, but even if it’s off by 10%, this is much more weight than I
had anticipated.
Check out the weight of your gear and take good care of your back.
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West Seattle Fishing Reef
By Gene Coronetz

Weather: Very Nice! I experienced both fog and heavy drizzle on the ride to W Seattle from Bellevue, but once there,
the sky cleared and a beautiful mild day ensued. Air Temp was about 450. We paddled out under sunny sky and no
wind. But; we surfaced to find a stiff northerly wind blowing, gray overcast, with the second clear zone approaching
from the north

Seas/ Tide: Flat changing to 2 ft. rolling waves driven by a stiff north wind; tide flooding as we paddled to
the site, then ebbing with a nice, gentle current flowing north… which was ‘going our way’ at all times
Dives: 1 Depth/time: 71’/48’
Vis: 25+ Water temp: 460
Plan: Gear up
and launch our
kayaks from
Emma Schmitz
Memorial overlook. Locate the
black barrel
buoy marking
the north end of
the inshore
(shallow reef)
Dive west, then
south along the
deep reef, return east to the
shallow reef,
then north along
this reef back to
our anchorage.
Photo by Drew Collins

Observations: The black barrel is gone. Fortunately, our friend, Howie Dickerson, owner of the
“Aluminator” dive charter, has set an orange buoy on each of the 3 lines of rock. Unfortunately, the northernmost buoy now marks the deepest of the 3 rock lines, so we had to change our plans a little.
We helped each other into our respective ‘kits’ and I descended with a line reel in hand. I was thinking I
might tow the boats toward the shallow reef, but decided we’d simply swim a circuit on the deep one since
it was VERY attractive. The tide was now ebbing and a mild current flowed northward. We swam into it
(southward) and we were both enthralled with the magnificent covering of anemones (though many were
retracted) and the quantity and variety of fish.
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Most lings were of the 10 to 15
lb variety. One that I saw well
back in a hole appeared to
have been savaged by a predator; perhaps even by a bigger
ling. A small part of its gill cover had been bitten away, and it
was scarred by many long
scratch marks. Black rockfish
were numerous, and their
schools were everywhere along
the reef. Some reached the
size I used to hunt at Scatchet
Head, about 6 to 8 pounds.
Browns and Coppers were
plentiful; fairly big but not
quite as large as those I saw at
EUP yesterday. Shy quillbacks
were mostly wedged into the
crevices. I saw a small number of Puget Sound Rockfish. A plump orange kelp greenling of about 20 inches
in length undulated past. Small sculpin were present, not plentiful. Drew noted (later) that he’d seen several painted greenlings of a foot in length, an extraordinary size for that species. (All the convict fish I saw
were half that size, so I suspect my friend was seriously narc’d!) We did NOT SEE: gunnels, herring, tube
snouts, anchovies, candlefish, salmon, cabezon, sea lions, harbor seals, flounder, skate, poachers, Dungeness nor red rock crab. Oh well… (There were a few small decorator crab amongs t the rocks.)
I now have a better concept of how these rocky ridges lay. There are areas that seem to run together, connecting the parallel sections. But, for the most part, there is a 50 ft wide plain of sand that separates each
of them. We reached the south end of the ridge to which we were anchored and I followed a thick rope
that led to a big concrete mooring block that was turned on its side. Beyond, I could see more rock, so we
continued on to explore. By this time we’d been at 70 feet for about 20 minutes, so I indicated to Drew we
should turn 900 to the left and pick up the next shallower rock line (which I had already espied while my pal
was busy shooting pictures). We again turned left 900 and drifted northward along it. This may have actually been the reef that lies closest to shore as at the end of the dive we surfaced from 50 feet after having
followed an arc of rocks that connected it to yet another rock ridge. I surfaced first for a “look see” and was
surprised by 2 things; the size of the waves (2 ft) and NO BOATS in view. This changed as soon as the boats
and I crested the waves at the same time. We were inshore of them by only 50 feet. I became sure that I’d
surfaced from the north end of the middle ridge. I swam over to and descended on the mooring to reclaim
my line reel and finished the dive with about 27 psi in my bottle! (Drew boasted he had 1000 psi remaining.
Well, good for him!)
We both agreed that this is a splendid dive site, fecund with life!
It’s now about 32 hours after this dive and boy, do I ache! Neck, shoulders, left ankle; every old injury has
reared up. I noticed as I was staging & breaking down my gear that my joints were going to give me grief!
And that d*&%#*d ‘youngster’, Drew, wouldn’t even carry my tank up the stairs from the beach for me!
And I showed him this dive for his first time ever! Well, this just proves the truth in Oscar Wilde’s famous
aphorism that “No good deed will go unpunished!”
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Baby Sea Otter! Got your attention?
By Alex Tanz

The coolest thing about volunteering in the aquarium is the inside scoop every volunteer gets. While the
news was made public around the New Year that one of the otters, Aniak, was pregnant, volunteers got a
heads-up in May. That's a long time to keep a very cute secret! It also meant that while the public was unaware, volunteers were working behind the scenes, watching Aniak, and helping the biologists prepare for
the pup. Once she arrived mid-January (and it's now confirmed the pup is a she), she provided one of the
best photo ops anyone could ask for. As a volunteer, I saw her on three different days in her first week,
twice with my good camera. Now, just look at the photo, say, "Aww," and continue reading...

I'm fairly new to Seattle, but the first time I went to the Seattle Aquarium, I wanted to get involved. The
aquarium makes it easy to volunteer, they provide all the necessary training, and only ask for four hours a
week for dry shifts (or interpreters, as the aquarium is fond of calling us), and only four hours every other
week for divers.
The size of the aquarium means that even new volunteers can make a difference and interact with everyone from the CEO on down. That's unheard of for a volunteer in most large organizations. I've worked with
the majority of staff divers in the nine months I've been volunteering. They can be a great resource; as experienced divers and as working biologists, they can provide insight into 'what you saw on that last dive at
Edmonds', or 'why was that fish acting weird?'
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Most of the volunteer training, interpreting and diving is done with the local wildlife. As a diver, it’s a great
opportunity to tell dive stories, both to non-divers, and to divers who are visiting or who don't dive locally.
It's incredibly fun to watch a person's eyes go wide when you tell them about close encounters with octopuses (octopi? octopodes? A fun conversation in its own right!), or the cool critter you found while poking
your head into that wreck over the weekend. Even the things we all take for granted, like sea stars and
anemones, are new and shiny to the majority of visitors.
I get a chance to dive with animals rarely seen by divers, like sturgeon and halibut, and talk to people
through the glass of the tank while feeding the fishes. There are many Marker Buoy members already involved at the aquarium, including my dive buddy, Joyce Merkel. Conversations with the staff indicate that
the opportunities for divers will be growing in the near-future, as the aquarium joins the American Association of Underwater Scientists. Scientific diver training and dives will be a real possibility for people who are
interested and have a minimum of Rescue certification or equivalent.
Volunteering at the aquarium has given me an opportunity to meet new divers, and interact with nondivers in a way that gets them excited about the marine environment. If you're interested in volunteering
or learning more, feel free to ask any of the Marker Buoy members who volunteer, or check out the Seattle
Aquarium website, www.seattleaquarium.org for more information.

The Annual MBDC Banquet is Coming!!!
Mark it on your calendars. Saturday March 31st, 2012. It’s the not to be missed
Annual Marker Buoy event of the year.
The Theme this year is “Escape to Hawaii.” So dig out those Hawaiian shirts and
shifts (muumuus). Don’t forget the flower lei and flip flops. We’re going to warm
up the season with some great food, entertainment and company. Of course
there will also be all those fabulous raffle prizes everyone has learned to expect.
You are all definitely going to want at chance for the main prizes that are being
lined up. Plus there will be some very special additions like the club photo book.
The location will be the Puget Sound Yacht Club where we celebrated last year.
More details to come in the next newsletter along with a reservation form. So,
look for it and join us for the most fun event of the year.
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PUBLIC VERSION – This is a special version of the Buoy Tender for the public. The Member
Version includes private information for contacting dive hosts, and the time of the dive.
Please join our club and receive the Member Version. Want to attend a dive as a guest?
Please contact
markerbuoys@gmail.com. You will be required to sign a waiver to attend our
dives.
Dive Calendar
Date & Time
Feb 1, Wed 2012
Meet 7 PM
Feb 3 Fri
Feb 4 Sat
Feb 4 Sat
Feb 5 Sun
Feb 8 Wed
Feb 11 Sat
Feb 12 Sun
Feb 15 Wed

Location & Contact Information
MB Club Meeting
Sunset Hill Community Center 3003 NW 66th St

Notes
Everyone welcome

3- Tree N, Burien.
Point Hudson, Port Townsend.
Fort Worden, Port Townsend..
Rockaway Beach, SE shore of Bainbridge Island.
Seacrest- Cove 2, West Seattle
Redondo Beach, Des Moines
Redondo Beach, Des Moines
3 Tree N, Burien

All divers
All divers
All divers
All divers
Night dive exp.
All divers
Night dive exp.
Night dive exp

Feb 17 Fri

Edmonds Underwater Park (BHUT), Edmonds

All divers

Feb 18 Sat
Feb 19 Sun
Feb 22 Wed
Feb 25 Sat
Feb 26 Sun
Feb 29 Wed
Mar 4 Sun
Mar 7, Wed 2012
Meet 7 PM
Mar 9 Fri

3-Tree N, Burien
Possession Point Fingers, Possession Pt, Whidbey Is
Seacrest- Cove 2, West Seattle
Day Island Wall, Tacoma.
Hood Canal Dive, Hoodsport.
3-Tree N, Burien
Point Hudson Jetty, Port Townsend

All divers
Mod to Adv
Night dive exp
Adv DIW drift dive.
All divers
Night dive exp.
All divers
Everyone welcome

3-Tree N, Burien. All women’s dive.

Night dive exp.

Mar 14 Wed
Mar 17 Sat
Mar 18 Sun
Mar 18 Sun
Mar 21 Wed
Mar 25 Sun

Alki Junk Yard, West Seattle
Keystone Jetty, Whidbey Island.
Sund Rock, Hood Canal.
Possession Point Fingers, Possession Pt, Whidbey Is
Edmonds UW Park, Edmonds
Day Island Wall, Tacoma.

Night dive exp.
All divers
All divers.
Mod to Adv
Night dive exp.
Advanced DIW

Mar 28 Wed

3-Tree N, Burien

Night dive exp

Mar 31 Sat
Meet 6 pm
Apr 1 Sun

2012 MBDC annual banquet. Puget Sound Yacht
Club, Seattle
Deception Pass, Whidbey, Island

Advanced divers

Apr 4, Wed 2012
Meet 7 PM

MB Club Meeting
Sunset Hill Community Center 3003 NW 66th St

MB Club Meeting
Sunset Hill Community Center 3003 NW 66th St
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Apr 11 Wed

3 Tree N, Burien

Night dive exp

Apr 18 Wed

Alki Junk Yard, West Seattle

Night dive exp

Apr 21-22 Sat/Sun
Apr 25 Wed

Dive Expo 2012- Tacoma Convention Center.
Edmonds Underwater Park (BHUT), Edmonds

Night dive exp

Apr 29 Sun

Deception Pass, Whidbey Island.

Adv divers

May 2, Wed 2012
Meet 7 PM
May 9 Wed

MB Club Meeting
Sunset Hill Community Center 3003 NW 66th St

Everyone welcome

3 Tree N, Burien

Twilight dive exp

May 16 Wed

Alki Junk Yard, West Seattle

Twilight dive exp

May 23 Wed
May 30 Wed
Jun 6 , Wed 2012
Meet 7 PM
Jun 13 Wed
Jun 20 Wed
Jun 27 Wed

3-Tree N, Burien.
Edmonds UW Park, Edmonds.

Twilight dive exp.
All divers
Everyone welcome

MB Club Meeting
Sunset Hill Community Center 3003 NW 66th St

Alki Junk Yard, West Seattle
Edmonds UW Park, Edmonds.
3-Tree N, Burien

All divers
All divers
All divers

Dive Calendar Trips
Date & Time
April 14-15, 2012
April 16-20, 2012
April 19-22, 2012
April 23-27, 2012
June (first week)2012

Location & Contact Information

Howe Sound, BC boat and shore dive.
Catalina,
Nautilus Swell liveaboard, Vancouver BC.
Monterey, Pt. Lobos, Shore & boat dive trip
Bahamas Shark dives –
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Environmental Stewardship
REEF CRITTER OF THE MONTH:
GIANT PACIFIC OCTOPUS BY Joyce Merkel
The Seattle Aquarium’s Annual Octopus week is this coming month, February 18th – 26th. Therefore, it seems timely to try to answer that perplexing
question of whether that small octopus you saw was a Red Octopus or a Giant Pacific Octopus (GPO). Here’s a Critter Watcher’s article by Janna Nichols which should help. I would add that all the characteristics mentioned
are seldom noticeable at one time because of the octopus’s amazingly ability to constantly change their appearance. All this can add to the challenge
of identifying them correctly. However, this guide gives you some great information to begin sorting it all out.

Giant Pacific Octopus vs Red Octopus - Janna Nichols
Since the Giant Pacific Octopus grows to be much larger than the Red Octopus, it's easy to rule out the Red Octo simply by
size if you happen upon a large critter. However, the tricky part is when you come across a small octopus - how do you tell
which one it is?
Dr. Roland Anderson, of the Seattle Aquarium, and founder/manager of the Annual Octopus Surveys, has graciously given us
lots of clues to help ID the smaller critters. Check out the text below and compare to the photos above.

Giant Pacific Octopus – Photo by Joyce Merkel

Red Octopus – Photo by Joyce Merkel

 no 'eyelashes' under eyes
 1 white spot centrally located in front of the eyes
 body papillae are flat and paddle-like with longitudinal wrinkles along the mantle

 3 'eyelashes' under each eye
 2 white spots in front of eyes
 body papillae are pointed and cylindrical

See the three 'eyelashes'? This eye belongs to a Red Octopus. You can find lots of these little guys
on a night dive at Redondo Beach.
Good luck! And you can also check out this page that Dr. Anderson created for field ID of
octopus.
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Nudibranch Abundance
By Karin Fletcher

Below are the results of my non-scientific survey of nudibranch abundance at a variety of dive sites in the Pacific Northwest during February for the previous two years.

Top Ten Nudibranchs for February (in order of abundance)
Scientific Name
Diaulula sandiegensis
Flabellina verrucosa
Dirona albolineata
Onchidoris muricata
Flabellina trilineata
Doto amyra
Acanthodoris nanaimoensis
Peltodoris nobilis
Aeolida papillosa
Triopha catalinae

Common Name
Leopard dorid
Red gilled nudibranch
Alabaster nudibranch
Fuzzy onchidoris
Three lined nudibranch
Hammerhead doto
Nanaimo dorid
Noble sea lemon
Shaggy mouse
Clown dorid

Nudibranch of the Month

Name: Doto amyra
Common Name: Hammerhead, Orange or Corn-cob doto
Description: Body is translucent white with 5-8 pairs of cerata that can be either cream, pinkish, salmon or orange with
4-7 rings of white tubercules. One form has dark pigment on the cerata which can be smooth or tuberculate.
Size: 14-25 mm
Range: Ketchikan, AK to Bahia de Banderos, MX
Depth range: 0-60 ft
Food: Hydroids - Abietinaria sp., Aglaophenia sp., Bougainvillia, Obelia, Sertularia furcata, Sertularia sp.
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Dives & Travel
(JOIN FELLOW MARKER BUOY MEMBERS ON LOCAL & EXOTIC DIVE OUTINGS)
April 14-15: Howe Sound, BC with Doug Coutts

April 16-20: Catalina with Dan Clements

Saturday’s dive: boat dive at Dragon’s Den (intermediate/advanced wall dive) plus one other
site.
Sunday: shore dive near Horseshoe Bay.
Contact Doug Coutts for more information.

Every wanted to dive Catalina? Meet up with Dr Bill
Bushing and dive with critter expert Ruth Harris in
Avalon. Take the Catalina Clipper over for some
spectacular diving in Casino Point, the oldest municipal dive park in the country. If there is sufficient interest, we will charter a boat for the day
and dive the Isthmus area.

April 19-22: Gulf Islands, BC – Alex Tanz

April 23-27: Monterey/Pt Lobos with Dan Clements

Diving from the Nautilus Swell couldn’t be easier.
Once your gear is set up you won’t have to touch
it again for the rest of the trip. Our 38 foot dive
skiff, Inde, is a single step down from the mother
ship. A large multi-level camera table, covered
drysuit rack, work station, gear storage area, and
sparkling clear hot tub. Contact Alex Tanz.

Join club members for the annual trek south to the
Monterey Peninsula. We have found nice accommodations at $75/night. We will be shore diving
Monterey and Pt Lobos, and if there is enough interest will charter for a day’s diving. This is a reasonable and fun way to explore the kelp forests at
a time of year when they have not overrun the water.
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DIVES & TRAVEL
(JOIN FELLOW MARKER BUOY MEMBERS ON LOCAL & EXOTIC DIVE OUTINGS)
June 1: Bahamas with Dan Clements

Aug 23-27: Barkley Sound with Dan Clements

- Dan Clements Photo
Last year’s trip cost was $1,573, which included
diving (including two dolphin, shark, and cave),
breakfast, and airport transfer. This does not include airfare. This is a nine night, eight day trip.
While not on the specialty dives mentioned above,
we will dive the area’s wrecks and reefs. Based in
Lucaya, Grand Bahama Island.

Trip cost is $870 CDN plus tax, 2-3 dives per
day, four days of diving with Rendezvous Resort
in Barkley Sound, Vancouver Island, Canada.
This is six gill shark week and Dr. Chris Harvey
Clark is the scheduled shark biologist. Price includes transportation to and from Port Alberni,
meals, lodging and air fills. Contact
Dan Clements for info.

September 26-30, 2011: Hornby Island with REEF

Trip cost is $857 CDN, plus $150 US for REEF program fee. Join REEF staffer and critter ID expert Janna Nichols next year at this spectacular diving location.
Janna will teach you everything you ever wanted to know about Pacific Northwest fish and invertebrates at this premier temperate water diving destination! Contact Dan Clements for info.
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Classified
ACCOMMODATIONS
MAUI CONDO: Great for divers. Ground floor, 1/4 mi.
from B&B Scuba in Kihei. Centrally located to dive
sites. Ref: http://vrbo.com/123327. Cheryl Hughes
206.200.4609

EDUCATION
Book: Critters, Creatures, &
Kelp. This book describes the Edmonds Underwater Park and its history, along with photos and descriptions of major fish, invertebrates,
and plants. Price is $19.95 from the
web site. Contact Dan Clements,
425.418.8755 for more information.

La Paz BCS Condo @ Costa Baja; On the marina
where the “mui excellente” Dive Charter FUN BAJA is
located. View Website: http://vrbo.com/143122 or
Contact Marlene Fletcher@206-251-4347 and mention that you are an MBDC member.

Instructor Members
GREG WILSON – NAUI,
www.eastsidediving.com
greg@eastsidediving.com
425-941-4783

Rhoda Green - PADI
rhodagreen@yahoo.com
425-652-7699.

Jerry Effenberger –PADI
Master Scuba Diver Trainer
Edmonds Underwater Sports
jerrysafediver@comcast.net
206-579-9773.

Scott Christopher- Multiple Certificatons
SDI /TDI/ NAUI/NACD/ PADI/ DAN,
www.soundaquatics.com
scott@soundaquatics.com
425-241-1113.

Randy Williams - TDI/SDI Open Water Advanced Mixed-Gas Instructor
NAUI Technical Instructor
heliox@comcast.net
206-387-6749.
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Kim Thomas – NAUI
Northwest Sports Diver
kimmichelle@earthlink.net
206 601 0003
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About Marker Buoys
The Marker Buoy Dive Club of Seattle meets 7:00 PM, the first Wednesday of each month at the Sunset Hills Community Center
in Ballard. The Marker Buoy Dive Club is one of the most active dive clubs in the Pacific Northwest. Membership level is around
150. Our members include some that are new to diving or to the Seattle area. Many have over 1000 dives in their log.
In addition to hosting many dives each month, monthly meetings are held at the Sunset Community Center in Ballard. Monthly
meetings give members an opportunity to give reports on club dives of the previous month, information on upcoming dives, and
occasionally slide and video presentations of dives. A guest speaker related to scuba diving, the marine environment, or something of interest to divers is featured every month. Club-sponsored activities include over 100 dives each year, dive planning parties, an annual picnic at Woodland Park, and an annual banquet.

GENERAL CLUB POLICIES
CLUB ROSTER
WEIGHT BELT REPLACEMENT POLICY
The Marker Buoy Club Roster lists each member’s name, ad- The club will reimburse any member who ditches weights in
dress, phone numbers and email address. The purpose of the what they consider an emergency during any dive, anywhere.
list is for diving - to find a buddy for a spontaneous dive, to The reimbursement is for replacement cost of all items ditched
drum up interest in your forthcoming sponsored dive, or let and not recovered, up to a maximum of $150.
people know if there has been a change in dive plan. No
commercial use is permitted. If you have information to SPONSOR A DIVE, EARN AN AIR CARD
change on the roster contact Joyce Merkel.
Dive hosts receive an Air Card good at local dive shops when 6
Marker Buoy members participate on the dive. The Club Oxygen
DIVER’S ED
Kit counts as a buddy as long as one member of the party is O2
The club will reimburse members $15 for successful comple- trained. Limit of 1 Air Card per club member per calendar
tion of advanced certification courses that increases the month. The club has two O2 kits - currently with Fritz & Joyce
member’s competency and safety. Limit of 3 reimbursements Merkel and Gene Coronetz.
per club member per calendar year. Courses that qualify are
advanced diver, rescue diver, dive master, instructor, nitrox, YAHOO GROUPS MARKER BUOYS
DAN O2 Provider, and initial First Aid & CPR (non-renewal). Join our members only on-line web group! Find a last-minute
Reimbursement for other courses subject to board approval. dive buddy, ride, or directions to a dive, trip reports, as well as
Just show proof of course completion to Ross Smith, Treasur- our roster and newsletters:
er, for your reimbursement.
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/MarkerBuoys, or email
MarkerBuoys-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.

MARKER BUOY 2012 BOARD
President: Fritz Merkel
Vice President: Brian Nyenhuis
Secretary: Joyce Merkel

Treasurer: Mark Wilson
Programs: Doug Miller
Newsletter: Gene Coronetz
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Webmaster: Karin Fletcher
Fundraiser: Nathalie Curtis
Refreshments: Catherine Knowlson

