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Playful Seal at Sunrise by Joyce Merkel

THE TENDER: MARKER BUOY DIVE CLUB NEWSLETTER

IN THIS ISSUE
Cover photo by Jason Breyer
President‟s Message
Lots of November dives
New slate of officers
Elections in December
Thanks Randi
November Announcements
Meeting
January octopus count
Dive Fiji by Judi Brooks
Dive & Event Calendar
Environmental Stewardship
REEF Station
REEF Critter of the Month
Name that Critter by Karin F
Dives & Travel
Classified
Instructors
For Sale or Trade

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Jim McGauhey
2
2
2
2
2
3
3
3
4-5
6
7
7
7
8-9
10
11
11
11

A lot has happened in the last month, and the club
has had some great dives.
Diving first: The official calendar has 13 dives, and
there‟s been several spontaneous last-minute dives.
Highlights include Sunrise, Skyline, Possession Pt,
Day Island Wall, and several Cove 2, 3 Tree, and Edmonds dives. Viz has been good, even with the rain.
There have been some changes in the board. Dan resigned as Newsletter Editor and Doug as Webmaster.
While no official reason was given, it came after our
board meeting about the club privacy policy. Officially
the board can designate replacements, but with a
short time remaining this year, and elections coming
up, it was decided to proceed and leave the positions
open.
And speaking of elections, nominations were held at
the November meeting, but there have been some
changes since then. Nominations will be open at the
beginning of the December meeting, then elections
About Marker Buoy Dive Club
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will be held. For one thing, my own family obligations
have increased severalfold with unexpected surgeries
and hospital stays coming up. Already it has begun as I can‟t make the December meeting due
to a family commitment. As I won‟t be able to make several club meetings and board meetings,
I‟ve decided not to take an office next year. However, Fritz Merkel has stepped up to lead the
club next year. There is a full slate of officers now and club
operations will continue smoothly. I‟d like to thank the 2011
officers for a great job. We have become an official social
club, registered with Washington State and the IRS; have solidified some club policies, and maintained a full diving calendar. The mission of the club, to provide lots of dives for
members, has continued to be fulfilled. We have had a shift in
finances. While the club is in great financial condition, we did
change bank accounts when we became an official entity as
we were illegally registered under an unknown members SSN
for the past many years. Then when BoA announced their $5
monthly debit card fee, we changed to BECU and are now
happily a credit union member. Many thanks to Randi Weinstein for taking our financial reins when Ross Smith had to
move out of the area and handling the account transitions. So
Jim Boon
much for business. Now back to diving.
photo
Coming up in January is the Seattle Aquarium Octopus Count.
To be held on January 14 & 15, this year the Aquarium will
have staff at Redondo, Cove 2, and other sites to collect octo reports. Of course the
Aquarium will appreciate getting reports from all divers at all Puget Sound dive sites.

Jim McGauhey
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Drew Collins photo
of a Lumpsucker

Up-Coming Meeting & Announcements
DECEMBER 7TH MEETING: CHRIS BORGEN AND ERIC
FOREMAN
Have you dove the Great Lakes? Our presentation
for December meeting will be a wreck diving expedition to Presque Isle.

SEATTLE AQUARIUM OCTOPUS COUNT.
January 14 & 15, 2012. Dive any site in Puget
Sound and turn in a report, even if no octos are
seen.

Please join us on Wednesday, December 7 for Eric
Foreman and Chris Borgen as they show us Great
Lakes Wreck Diving.
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Bula from Fiji

Part One - Bligh Water – by Judi Brooks
As we drifted through the crevice in the craggy bommie (coral head), majestic sea fans, brilliant purple and pink soft corals and verdant green tree corals carpeted the walls of the fissure. It opened to a sheer rocky wall which plummeted to the depths. A parade of white tip,
black tip and hammerhead sharks cruised just beyond the reef. This was just a typical dive
in Fiji, known as the soft-coral capital of the world .
Ten of us arrived at Nadi International Airport, Fiji, over a spread of four days from several
directions including Los Angeles, Sydney and Brisbane. Nadi is located on Viti Levu, the
largest of 322 islands that comprise the archipelago of the south pacific nation of Fiji, 3,100
miles southwest of Hawaii.

We were picked up by staff from the Wananavu Spa and Dive Resort and transported over
bumpy, pot-holed roads through picturesque mountainous jungle to north Viti Levu near the
village of Raki Raki--a 3-hour tooth-jarring jaunt. But, the long ride was worth it. What an
oasis in the jungle! Wananavu resort is perched on a hillside overlooking the turquoise blue
waters of “Bligh Water” and Nananu-i-ra Island. The various bures (cabins) dot the landscape from beachfront to panoramic vistas high on the hill; we had an aerobic hike up to our
“honeymoon bure,” whew! The grounds were impeccably groomed with native jungle flora,
colorful bougainvillea, banana and papaya trees. The outdoor restaurant and bar veranda
overlooked the swimming pool and served wonderful delicious meals on which we all overindulged.
Along the beachfront, between the numerous coconut trees, hung welcoming hammocks for
an afternoon snooze. Kayaks were available for excursions and a tennis court, of sorts, afforded a game or two.
Reef Safari Diving, a PADI dive facility, was managed by a very professional and jovial
couple from Colorado. Their operation was situated on the beach next to a sheltered lagoon
where the spacious 32-foot twin-hulled dive boat was moored. Even though we had, at
times, up to 20 divers on the boat, we didn‟t feel crowded and divers were separated into
groups of 5, each with a dive guide. All of the staff were friendly, helpful and knowledgeable
of the reef features and critters in their waters.
Most of the dive sites in the Bligh Water were pinnacles crowned with all kinds of soft and
hard corals and with multitudes of reef fish hovering above the corals. Among my favorites
was “Dream Maker” which had lots of crevices, tunnels and channels. Multi-hued corals
clung to craggy outcroppings and the swim-throughs were covered with soft corals and gorgonian coral sea fans with brightly colored crinoids perched at various angles.
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The reef fish of the Bligh Water included longfin bannerfish, pink anemonefish, moorish
idols, longfin spadefish, bluestreak cleaner wrasse, coral grouper, scalefin anthias, bluegreen chromis, sergeant majors, jewel damselfish and emperor angelfish to name just a
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“G-6” was another favorite dive site. The reef was carpeted in a profusion of healthy hard corals. The hard corals of the Bligh Water were immense-- such varieties as table, branching, mushroom, lettuce, green tree, wire, brain, leather, finger, lace and slipper and so many more.
The weather and water conditions were perfect for a long trip to the edge of Vanua Levu barrier reef. On the way to the sea mount, “Mount Mutiny”, we came upon a juvenile sperm whale
(about 35 feet long) which hung on the surface briefly and then sounded. We had hoped that it
would resurface, but we continued on to “Mount Mutiny“ without seeing it again. This was
where we saw the hammerhead sharks just off a vertical wall. Green tree corals and small sea
fans clung to the ledges. The wall was punctuated with craggy holes which should have been
home to lobster, moray eels and shrimp, but alas we saw none.
And probably my very favorite dive site, although so many sites were good, was “E-6”, also located far out in the Bligh Water on Vanua Levu barrier reef. We entered a split in the bommie
at 30 feet and swam thru soft-coral lined caverns and out to an endless drop off. In the shallows among prolific hard corals, there were masses of anemones with swarms of clownfish,
small schools of sweetlips and scorpionfish and lionfish.

Among the participants in our adventure were Marker Buoy members: Judi Brooks, Gene Coronetz, Phil Busch, Carol Murren, Greg Gilson and former members, Sharon Chandler, Bruce
Moen and Don (DJ) Jacobs; and two friends from Sydney.
Wananvu afforded so many amenities that we didn‟t have time to enjoy most of them. Some of
the group did take advantage of the spa facilities and several of us went on a tour of the nearby village, sugar cane factory and a little shopping in Raki-Raki. Gene and I barely had time to
take a dip in our own pool at our “honeymoon bure“. We all participated in the local Fijian Kava ceremony, roasted pig feast and traditional ancestral dances offered by the hotel.
Too soon it was time to move on. A few lingered a couple more days at Wananavu before leaving for home. Carol, Greg, Gene and I and the couple from Sydney continued on to Kadavu Island, the fourth largest island in Fiji. This island will be featured in part two in next month„s
newsletter.
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DIVE CALENDAR
Non-Member Version
The times and contact information are available only to members
Guests should contact President Jim McGauhey at jmcgauhey@usa.net about dive details
Date & Time
Location & Contact Information
Notes
Dec 7, Wed
MB Club Meeting - Elections
Everyone welcome
Meet 7 pm
Sunset Hill Community Center 3003 NW 66th St
Dec 10 Sat
Lobster Shop Wall – Commencement Bay, Tacoma
Advanced
Meet
Deep dive
Dec 11 Sun
Alki Pipeline All divers
Possible 2nd dive @ Junkyard or Cove 2
Dec 14 Wed
3-Tree Night dive exp.
2 lights + marker
Dec 21 Wed
Edmonds UW Park Night dive exp.
2 lights + marker
Dec 28 Wed
Cove 2; Night dive exp.
2 lights + marker
Dec 31 Sat
Redondo–Pacific Spiny Lumpsucker dive New Years Eve;
Night dive exp.
2 lights + marker
Jan. 4, Wed 2012
MB Club Meeting
Everyone welcome
Meet 7 PM
Sunset Hill Community Center 3003 NW 66th St
Jan 11 Wed
Cove 2;
Night dive exp.
6
2 lights + marker
Jan 18 Wed
Alki Junkyard; Night dive exp.
2 lights + marker
Jan 25 Wed
3-Tree;
Night dive exp.
2 lights + marker
Wed night dives continue through Feb.
Date & Time
Dec 10 Sat

Location & Contact Information

Notes
Advanced dive–
depth, darkness,
overhead environment

Titan Missile Silo dive in Royal City, WA
Drive over on Friday PM then spend the night locally
8 AM meet @ local res- (unless you drive over early in the AM) and meet Untaurant for orientation
dersea on Saturday at 8:00 AM at a local restaurant in
Royal City. They will do an intro at the restaurant then
$125 fee +
we drive 3 miles to the site with a splash for the first
overnight hotel fee.
dive about 10:30 then do a 2nd dive and the probably
head home about 4:00 PM. Cost will be about $125
plus hotel etc. unless you elect to drive over early in
the AM. I have 3 open spots.
April 16-20, 2012
April 23-27, 2012
June (first week) 2012

http://www.underseaadventures.net/silo.htm
Bruce Brown 206 715-3194 Cell
Catalina, Dan Clements. 425-418-8755
Monterey, Pt. Lobos, Shore & boat dive trip
Dan Clements, Drew Collins, Jim Boon
Bahamas Shark dives – Dan Clements
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Tis the Season for Lumpies
By Fritz Merkel
Few underwater critters are cuter or harder to find than the iconoclastic Pacific Spiny Lumpsucker. I spent a couple years
looking specifically for them before seeing my first one and awhile longer before I found one myself. Divers can go years
and never see one. For the most part they are still a rare find but there are a few locations where they seem to congregate. I suspect these may be breeding aggregations. They seem to be seasonal, appearing in the early winter and mostly
disappearing by February.
In mid-Nov. we did a night dive at Redondo with a couple we met at Skyline awhile back. It was a cold evening, probably
36* F before the dive, below freezing afterward, but it was calm and clear. We went down to the first boat below the
MAST Center to see if we could find a juvi Wolf Eel I had heard about. We were successful with that find. It’s living in a
pipe in the middle of the first boat.
Taking our time we searched our way back up slope and north. The goal was the eelgrass beds about 100 yards north of
Salty’s. Before we got there I found the first Lumpie. Over the course of the evening we found a dozen of them amongst
the eelgrass over a 1:30 dive. Our general depth was a whopping 6-10fsw on a +4 low tide. Air will not be a limitation.
You need to move slowly and pay close attention to small details. Throw in a couple extra pounds so you can fluff up
your drysuit in the shallows. Working the edge of the bed on the down slope side seems most productive probably because it’s a bit easier to find them there than the middle. While looking you have a good chance of seeing Bay Pipefish
(we found 4), and maybe a Snailfish (2 were found) which I think are evern harder to find than PSL. In fact, PSL are a variety of Snailfish. There are hoards of Tube Snouts
and a mess of 1-3 inch juvenile Midshipmen among
the beds along with the kelp crab and shrimp. You
may see some other weird critters you’ve never seen
before because you’ve never looked that hard and
long in water that shallow.
There are good reports for south of the boat ramp at
Redondo also. The shallows at 3-Tree and the shelf at
Day Island are known decent sites. Night seems to be
significantly more productive than the same spot during the day. Right now is certainly the time to go looking. I’m leading a night dive on New Year’s Eve at Redondo. If you are not occupied by parties you might
think about coming along. Let me know.
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NAME THAT CRITTER by Karin Fletcher
Several fish species in the Pacific Northwest
are prone to parasitic infestations of leeches,
copepods and/or isopods. Leeches are a type
of parasitic worm, copepods are crustaceans
with rounded bodies that are sometimes parasitic and isopods are crustaceans with flattened bodies that are sometimes parasitic.
Most parasites are relatively small and wellcamouflaged so they are hard to detect on
their host. Often if divers look carefully at Buffalo sculpin, they can find both parasitic
leeches and parasitic copepods.

Parasitic leech

Buffalo sculpin with copepods and leech

However, there is a parasitic isopod, the pink
parasitic isopod (Rocinela propodialis), that can
be an inch long and quite visible on its fish host.
It is an external, temporary parasite that feeds
off its host and then drops off and lives on the
bottom until it needs to eat and then it finds a
new host.

Padded sculpin with pink parasitic isopod

Parasitic copepods
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Pink parasitic isopod
Fritz Merkel discovered a sturgeon poacher
covered with tiny mystery bugs at Day Island.
The identity of these micro-crustaceans has
stumped local experts. Look for Andy Lamb‟s
article about these bugs in a future Northwest
Dive News magazine

Close-up of mystery bug on sturgeon poacher
Sources:
Marine Life of the Pacific Northwest –
Andy Lamb and Bernard P. Hanby,
2005
The Edge of the Sea - Rachel Carlson
and Sue Hubbell, 1955 & 1998
The Light and Smith Manual Intertidal
Invertebrates from Central California
and Oregon – Edited by James T.
Carlton, 2007
Andy Lamb, Greg Jensen, Neil McDaniel – personal communication

Sturgeon poacher with mystery bugs – photo
by Fritz Merkel
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DIVES & TRAVEL
(JOIN FELLOW MARKER BUOY MEMBERS ON LOCAL & EXOTIC DIVE OUTINGS)
April 16-20: Catalina with Dan Clements

April 23-27: Monterey/Pt Lobos with Dan Clements

Every wanted to dive Catalina? Meet up with Dr Bill
Bushing and dive with critter expert Ruth Harris in
Avalon. Take the Catalina Clipper over for some
spectacular diving in Casino Point, the oldest municipal dive park in the country. If there is sufficient
interest, we will charter a boat for the day and dive
the Isthmus area.

Join club members for the annual trek south to the
Monterey Peninsula. We have found nice accommodations at $75/night. We will be shore diving Monterey and Pt Lobos, and if there is enough interest
will charter for a day‟s diving. This is a reasonable
and fun way to explore the kelp forests at a time of
year when they have not overrun the water.

June 1: Bahamas with Dan Clements

September 26-30, 2011: Hornby Island with REEF

- Dan Clements Photo
Last year‟s trip cost was $1,573, which included diving (including two dolphin, shark, and cave),
breakfast, and airport transfer. This does not include airfare. This is a nine night, eight day trip.
While not on the specialty dives mentioned above,
we will dive the area‟s wrecks and reefs. Based in
Lucaya, Grand Bahama Island.

Trip cost is $857 CDN, plus $150 US for REEF program fee. Join REEF staffer and critter ID expert
Janna Nichols next year at this spectacular diving
location.
Janna will teach you everything you ever wanted to
know about Pacific Northwest fish and invertebrates
at this premier temperate water diving destination!
Contact Dan Clements for info.
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CLASSIFIED
ACCOMODATIONS
MAUI CONDO: Great for divers. Ground floor, 1/4 mi.
from B&B Scuba in Kihei. Centrally located to divesites. Ref: http://vrbo.com/123327. Cheryl Hughes , 206.200.4609

EDUCATION
Book: Critters, Creatures, &
Kelp. This book describes the Edmonds Underwater Park and its history, along with photos and descriptions of major fish, invertebrates,
and plants. Price is $19.95 from the
web site. Contact Dan Clements,
425.418.8755 for more information.

INSTRUCTOR MEMBERS
GREG WILSON – NAUI,
www.eastsidediving.com
greg@eastsidediving.com
425-941-4783

Rhoda Green - PADI
rhodagreen@yahoo.com
425-652-7699.

Jerry Effenberger –PADI
Master Scuba Diver Trainer
Edmonds Underwater Sports
jerrysafediver@comcast.net
206-579-9773.

Scott Christopher- Multiple Certificatons
SDI /TDI/ NAUI/NACD/ PADI/ DAN,
www.soundaquatics.com
scott@soundaquatics.com
425-241-1113.

Randy Williams - TDI/SDI Open Water Advanced Mixed-Gas Instructor
NAUI Technical Instructor
heliox@comcast.net
206-387-6749.

Kim Thomas – NAUI
Northwest Sports Diver
kimmichelle@earthlink.net
425-361-7696

What happens when you crack an egg 100 feet underwater?

Have you ever wondered what would happen
to an egg if you cracked it deep underwater?

When the divers broke the egg, the result
was not a gloppy mess, but rather the egg
remained in a ovoid shape until it, well,
disappeared!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=idhTur0MUWs

The reason that the egg looks yellow is the fact
that raw egg whites are nearly transparent, so
it‟s hard to make them out on video.
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ABOUT MARKER BUOYS
The Marker Buoy Dive Club of Seattle meets 7:00 PM, the first Wednesday of each month at the Sunset
Hills Community Center in Ballard. The Marker Buoy Dive Club is one of the most active dive clubs in the
Pacific Northwest. Membership level is around 150. Our members include some that are new to diving or
to the Seattle area. Many have over 1000 dives in their log.
In addition to hosting many dives each month, monthly meetings are held at the Sunset Community Center in Ballard. Monthly meetings give members an opportunity to give reports on club dives of the previous
month, information on upcoming dives, and occasionally slide and video presentations of dives. A guest
speaker related to scuba diving, the marine environment, or something of interest to divers is featured
every month. Club-sponsored activities include over 100 dives each year, dive planning parties, an annual
picnic at Woodland Park, and an annual banquet.

GENERAL CLUB POLICIES
CLUB ROSTER
The Marker Buoy Club Roster lists each member‟s
name, address, phone numbers and email address.
The purpose of the list is for diving - to find a buddy
for a spontaneous dive, to drum up interest in your
forthcoming sponsored dive, or let people know if
there has been a change in dive plan. No commercial use is permitted. If you have information to
change on the roster contact Scott Brockenbough
DIVER‟S ED
The club will reimburse members $15 for successful
completion of advanced certification courses that
increases the member‟s competency and safety.
Limit of 3 reimbursements per club member per calendar year. Courses that qualify are advanced diver, rescue diver, dive master, instructor, nitrox,
DAN O2 Provider, and initial First Aid & CPR (nonrenewal). Reimbursement for other courses subject
to board approval. Just show proof of course completion to Ross Smith, Treasurer, for your reimbursement.

WEIGHT BELT REPLACEMENT POLICY
The club will reimburse any member who ditches
weights in what they consider an emergency during
any dive, anywhere. The reimbursement is for replacement cost of all items ditched and not recovered, up to a maximum of $150.
SPONSOR A DIVE, EARN AN AIR CARD
Dive hosts receive an Air Card good at local dive
shops when 6 Marker Buoy members participate on
the dive. The Club Oxygen Kit counts as a buddy as
long as one member of the party is O2 trained. Limit of 1 Air Card per club member per calendar
month. The club has two O2 kits - currently with
Fritz & Joyce Merkel and Gene Coronetz.
YAHOO GROUPS MARKER BUOYS
Join our members only on-line web group! Find a
last-minute dive buddy, ride, or directions to a dive,
trip reports, as well as our roster and newsletters:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/MarkerBuoys, or
email MarkerBuoys-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.

MARKER BUOY 2011 BOARD
President: Jim McGauhey
Vice President: Darren Curtis
Secretary: Scott Brockenbrough

Treasurer: Randi Weinstein
Programs: Gene Coronetz
Newsletter:

Webmaster:
Fundraiser: Nathalie Curtis
Refreshments: Catherine Knowlson

TREASURER’S REPORT by Randi Weinstein
As of the end of October 30, the Marker Buoy checking and PayPal balances stood at $4,033.34. Air card
inventory as of the end of June are as follows: Underwater Sports- 4, Fifth Dimension- 2, Lighthouse- 3,
Starfish Diving- 1, Northwest Sport Diver- 1, Evergreen Dive Services- 0.
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